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Lake Shastina CSD
Environmental Checklist Form

1. Project Title: Lake Shastina Community Services District Drinking Water System Improvements
2. Lead Agency:

Lake Shastina

Community Services District
16320 Everhart Drive
Weed, CA 96094

3. Contact Person:

Rick Thompson

General Manager

Lake Shastina Community Services District
16320 Everhart Drive

Weed, CA 96094

(530) 938-3281

RickT@lakeshastina.com

4. Project Location: The Lake Shastina Community Services District (District) and its residential community is
situated 7 miles north of Weed, California. The District lies between two major transportation routes; County
Roads A29 (Big Springs Road) and Jackson Ranch Road. The project area is in Township 43 North, Range 5 West,
Sections 1, 2, 11, 12, 25, 26, 31, 35, and 36, Mount Diablo Base Meridian (MDBM).

5. Applicant’s Name and Address:

Lake Shastina

Community Services District
16320 Everhart Drive
Weed, CA 96094

6. General Plan Designation: The Siskiyou County General Plan does not have specific land use designations (such
as commercial, residential, agriculture, etc.). Rather, it is based on land classifications, such as hazards and other
resource area specific topics which are overlays. Evaluation for the project Site and immediately surrounding
lands shows that the designated overlays for the project include Erosion Hazard, Building Foundation
Limitations, Flood Hazard, Surface Hydrology, Deer Wintering Area and Wildfire Hazard.

7. Zoning: The existing Siskiyou County zoning is RES-1 (Single-Family Residential).

8. Description of Project: The District has identified several deficiencies in the overall water treatment system
including aging tanks, inadequate water storage, inadequate pressure in the southeast zone, lack of backup
power, and aging fire hydrants. To remedy these deficiencies, the District proposes a combination of
replacement components and new construction (well house buildings and one above ground water tank).

The District is planning to make upgrades to all water meters and fire hydrants throughout the project site. The
water meters will be replaced with automatic sensor meters and no ground disturbance will be required at these
locations. The fire hydrants will need to be replaced at the elbow joint in the ground. Soil disturbance within 10
feet of each fire hydrant and approximately 48 inches of depth is expected with the use of a backhoe and hand
tools, within negligible vegetation or bare ground.

LAKE SHASTINA DRINKING WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS 1



Lake Shastina
Community Services District
Final Initial Study

10.

11.

12.

13.

Surrounding Land Uses and Setting: The project area is surrounded by vacant undeveloped land, portions of
Lake Shastina and active agricultural lands.

Other public agencies whose approval is required (e.g., permits, financing approval, or participation
agreement):

California Department of Fish and Wildlife

North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board

Siskiyou County — Water well permit, building permit, electrical permit.
Siskiyou County Air Pollution Control District

State Water Resources Control Board

Have California Native American tribes traditionally and culturally affiliated with the project area requested
consultation pursuant to Public Resources Code section 21080.3.1? If so, is there a plan for consultation that
includes, for example, the determination of significance of impacts to tribal cultural resources, procedures
regarding confidentiality, etc.?

Consultation and correspondence with various culturally affiliated Tribal groups and agencies were conducted
in accordance with Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 21080.3.1 (AB 52). On January 8, 2024, the District
initiated environmental review under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for the proposed Lake
Shastina Drinking Water System Improvements project. The District sent a certified project notification letter to
the Quartz Valley Indian Community and Shasta Nation, each a California Native American Tribe that is
traditionally and culturally affiliated with the geographic area of the proposed project, on January 8, 2024,
pursuant to PRC Section 21080.3.1, notifying that the project was under review and to provide the Tribes 30
days from the receipt of the letter to request consultation on the project in writing. No responses were received
requesting initiation of consultation under the provisions of AB 52.

Note: Conducting consultation early in the CEQA process allows tribal governments, lead agencies, and project
proponents to discuss the level of environmental review, identify and address potential adverse impacts to tribal
cultural resources, and reduce the potential for delay and conflict in the environmental review process (see PRC
Section 21080.3.2.). Information may also be available from the California Native American Heritage

Commission’s Sacred Lands File per PRC Section 5097.96 and the California Historical Resources Information
System administered by the California Office of Historic Preservation. Please also note that PRC Section
21082.3(c) contains provisions specific to confidentiality.

Information contained in the Cultural Resources Inventory for the Lake Shastina Drinking Water System
Improvements Project (DZC, 2023) related to the specific location of prehistoric and historic sites is confidential
and exempt from the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) and the California Public Records Act (CPRA); therefore,
site specific cultural resource investigations are not attached to this Initial Study. Professionally qualified
individuals, as determined by the California Office of Historic Preservation, may contact the Lake Shastina
Community Services District directly in order to inquire about its availability.

Purpose of this Document: This document analyzes the environmental effects of the proposed Lake Shastina
Drinking Water System Improvements project and makes appropriate findings in accordance with Section 15070
of the State CEQA Guidelines. In addition, this document has been prepared to the degree of specificity
appropriate to the current proposed action, as required by Section 15146 of the State CEQA Guidelines. The
analysis considers the actions associated with the proposed project to determine the short-term and long-term
effects associated with their implementation.

List of Attachments:

Attachment A Preliminary Engineering Report
Attachment B Air Quality & GHG Modeling Outputs
Attachment C  Biological Resources Report
Attachment D  Cultural Resources Inventory Report

LAKE SHASTINA DRINKING WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS 2
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Section 1 - Introduction and Purpose

1.1 Introduction

The Lake Shastina Community Services District (District), as the Lead Agency, has prepared this Initial Study to provide
the general public and interested public agencies with information about the potential environmental impacts of the
proposed Lake Shastina Drinking Water System Improvements project (proposed project). Funding for this project has
been provided in full through a small community drinking water planning grant from the California State Water Resources
Control Board (SWRCB), under SWRCB Agreement Number D1902019 and SWRCB Project Number 4710013-001P.

Details about the proposed project are included in Section 2.0, PROJECT DESCRIPTION, of this Initial Study. This Initial
Study has been prepared in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) of 1970 (as amended),
codified in California Public Resources Code Section 21000 et seg., and the State CEQA Guidelines (California Code of
Regulations, Title 14, Division 6, Chapter 3). Pursuant to these regulations, this Initial Study identifies potentially
significant impacts and, where applicable, includes mitigation measures that would reduce all identified environmental
impacts to less than significant levels. Mitigation measures have been proposed to avoid or minimize any significant
impacts that were identified. This Initial Study supports a Mitigated Negative Declaration pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
Section 15070.

1.2 Lead Agency

The Lead Agency is “the public agency which has the principal responsibility for carrying out or approving a project,”
which may be subject to CEQA (PRC Section 21067). Accordingly, the Lake Shastina Community Services District is the
CEQA Lead Agency.

1.3 Purpose of the Initial Study

CEQA requires that public agencies document and consider the potential environmental effects of the agency’s actions
that meet CEQA’s definition of a “project.” Briefly summarized, a “project” is an action that has the potential to result in
direct or indirect physical changes in the environment. A project includes the agency’s direct activities as well as activities
that involve public agency approvals or funding. Guidelines for an agency’s implementation of CEQA are found in the
“CEQA Guidelines” (Title 14, Chapter 3 of the California Code of Regulations).

Provided that a project is not exempt from CEQA, the first step in the agency’s consideration of its potential
environmental effects is the preparation of an Initial Study. The purpose of an Initial Study is to determine whether the
project would involve “significant” environmental effects, as defined by CEQA, and to describe feasible mitigation
measures that would avoid significant effects or reduce them to a level that is less than significant. If the Initial Study
does not identify significant effects, then the agency prepares a Negative Declaration. If the Initial Study notes significant
effects but also identifies mitigation measures that would reduce these significant effects to a level that is less than
significant, then the agency prepares a Mitigated Negative Declaration. If a project would involve significant effects that
cannot be readily mitigated, then the agency must prepare an Environmental Impact Report. The agency may also decide
to proceed directly with the preparation of an Environmental Impact Report without an Initial Study.

The proposed project is a “project” as defined by CEQA and is not exempt from CEQA consideration. The District has
determined that the project may potentially have significant environmental effects and therefore would require
preparation of an Initial Study. This Initial Study describes the proposed project and its environmental setting, discusses
the potential environmental effects of the project, and identifies feasible mitigation measures that would eliminate any
potentially significant environmental effects of the project or reduce them to a level that would be less than significant.

This Initial Study is a public information document that describes the proposed project, existing environmental setting at
the project site, and potential environmental impacts of construction and operation of the proposed project. It is
intended to inform the public and decision-makers of the proposed project’s potential environmental impacts and to
document the lead agency’s compliance with CEQA and the State CEQA Guidelines.

LAKE SHASTINA DRINKING WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS 3
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This Initial Study concludes that the project would have potentially significant environmental effects, all of which would
be avoided or reduced to a level that would be less than significant with recommended mitigation measures. As a result,
the District has prepared a Mitigated Negative Declaration and has issued a Notice of Intent to Adopt (NOIA) the
Mitigated Negative Declaration for the proposed project. The time available for public comment on the Initial Study and
Mitigated Negative Declaration is shown on the Notice of Intent.

1.4 Incorporation by Reference

In accordance with Section 15150 of the State CEQA Guidelines to reduce the size of the report, the following documents
are hereby incorporated by reference into this Initial Study and are available for public review at the Lake Shastina
Community Services District office. A brief synopsis of the scope and content of each of these documents is provided
below.

Community Wildfire Protection Plan

The Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) (2018) reflects common goals to better enable the Lake Shastina
community to protect itself. This CWPP is a living document which will change over time, as projects are implemented
and new priorities arise. The Greater Lake Shastina Fire Safe Council (GLSFSC) will utilize the CWPP as a means for the
community to participate in wildfire protection planning for the future.

Siskiyou County General Plan

The Siskiyou County General Plan is a blueprint for future development and describes the County’s development goals
and policies, It also is the foundation for land use decisions made by the Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors
Although the General Plan established standards for the location and density of land uses, it does not directly regulate
the land use as does zoning. The County’s General Plan was utilized throughout this Initial Study as the fundamental
planning document governing the project site.

Siskiyou County Code

The Zoning Ordinance (Title 10) of the Siskiyou County Code of Ordinances promotes the protection of public health,
safety, peace, morals, comfort, convenience and general well fare of the County. Specially, the zoning ordinance assists
in providing a definite plan of development of the County and to guide, control and regulate future growth of the County
through the regulation of land uses, buildings and structures.

Siskiyou County Hazard Mitigation Plan

The purpose of the Siskiyou County Hazard Mitigation Plan is to implement and sustain actions that reduce vulnerability
and risk from hazards or reduce the severity of the effects of hazards on people and property. Mitigation actions are both
short-term and long-term activities, which reduce the cause or occurrence of hazards; reduce exposure to hazards or
reduce effects of hazards through various means to include preparedness, response, and recovery measures.

1.5 Project Environmental Studies

As part of the preparation of this Initial Study, the following studies were prepared or utilized to develop baseline
information and project-related impact discussions. Hard copies of these studies are available for inspection at the Lake
Shastina Community Services District, 16309 Everhart Drive, Weed, California 96094, during normal business hours (8:00
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday):

e Biological Report, prepared by SHN, February 2023.

e Phase | Cultural Resource Inventory Report for the Lake Shastina Community Services District Drinking Water
Improvement Project, prepared by DZC Archaeology and Cultural Resource Management, December 2023.

e Preliminary Engineering Report for Drinking Water System Improvements, prepared by SHN, December
2023.

LAKE SHASTINA DRINKING WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS 4
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Information contained in the cultural resources inventory report identified above related to the specific location of
prehistoric and historic sites is confidential and exempt from the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) and the California
Public Records Act (CPRA); therefore, this information is not included in as an attachment to this Initial Study.
Professionally qualified individuals, as determined by the California Office of Historic Preservation, may contact the Lake
Shastina Community Services District directly to inquire about its availability.

1.6 Environmental Review Process

This Initial Study was circulated for public and agency review as required by CEQA. Because State agencies will act as
responsible or trustee agencies, the District circulated the Initial Study to the State Clearinghouse of the Governor’s
Office of Planning and Research for distribution and a 30-day review period. During the review period, written comments
were submitted to:

Lake Shastina Rick Thompson, General Manager
Community Services District Phone: (530) 938-3281
16320 Everhart Drive RickT@lakeshastina.com

Weed, CA 96094

The Draft IS/MND for the proposed Lake Shastina Drinking Water Improvements Project was circulated for public review
from July 31, 2024 to August 29, 2024. The District accepted written comments from local, State, federal, and interested
persons up until 5:00 p.m. on August 29, 2024. Copies of the Initial Study and technical appendices associated with the
project were made available for public inspection through the Lake Shastina Community Services District office located
at 16320 Everhart Drive, Weed, California; and on the District’s website located online at: https://www.lakeshastina.com.

1.7 ERRATA

This section contains corrections and additions to the Draft IS/MND of July 31, 2024. These changes would ordinarily
include information added to the Final IS/MND in response to public and agency comments on the Draft IS/MND as well
as changes made independently by District in response to staff input.

Some responses may include minor edits to the Draft IS/MND. These modifications result in response to comments
received during the Draft IS/MND public review period. Added or modified text within this Final IS/MND is underlined
(example) while deleted text is struck out (example).

Any revisions, as noted in the responses below, fall within the scope of the original project analysis included in the Draft
IS/MND and do not result in an increase to any identified impacts or produce any new impacts. No new significant
environmental impact would result from the changes or from a new mitigation measure proposed to be implemented.
Therefore, no significant revisions have been made which would require recirculation of the Draft IS/MND.

LAKE SHASTINA DRINKING WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS 5
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Section 2 - Project Description
2.1  Project Location and Setting

Regional Setting

Located in inland northern California, adjacent to the Oregon state line, Siskiyou County is bordered on the west by Del
Norte and Humboldt counties, on the south by Trinity and Shasta counties, and on the east by Modoc County. Siskiyou
County is the fifth largest county by area and 45th in population in the State. At 6,347 square miles, the County has a
population density of only 7.1 people per square mile. More than 60 percent of the land in the County is currently
managed by federal and State agencies. The majority of this land is in the Klamath, Shasta-Trinity, and Modoc National
Forests (see Figure 2-1).

Local Setting

The Lake Shastina Community Services District (District) is a special purpose district created to provide sewer, water,
police, and fire services to the area around Lake Shastina in unincorporated Siskiyou County. The District and its
residential community is situated approximately 7 miles north of Weed, California (see Figure 2-2). The District lies
between two major transportation routes; County Roads A29 (Big Springs Road) and Jackson Ranch Road.

Project Location

The project area is located entirely within the District’s boundaries and is generally situated within Township 43 North,
Range 5 West, Sections 1, 2, 11, 12, 25, 26, 31, 35, and 36, Mount Diablo Meridian. The proposed water infrastructure
improvements are located within the following Assessor’s Parcel Numbers (APNSs) (see Figure 2-3):

e  Water tank 4 location APN: 020-071-270-000.

e Water tank 3 location APN: 108-200-120-000.

e Water tank 2 location APN: 106-380-450-000.

e Water tank 1 location APN: 106-190-150-000.

e Place a temporary water tank outside of pump station 53 on APN: 107-080-270-000.

e New pump station location APN: 107-450-550-000.

e 319 fire hydrant replacements throughout the project area within Township 43 North, Range 5 West, sections
35, 26, 25, 31, 36, 1, 12, 11, 2, Mount Diablo Meridian.

Individual infrastructure improvements are accessed by a network of private roads maintained by the Lake Shastina
Property Owners Association (LSPOA), as well as private roads and driveways to individual residences.

Existing Conditions

The Lake Shastina community is located around Lake Shastina which is a reservoir that is approximately 2.85 square miles
and holds approximately 50,000 acre-feet of water. Lake Shastina supplies irrigation water to agricultural lands to the
north and potable water for the City of Montague and is used for recreation. The District’s service area (see Figure 2-3)
currently has 1,266 active residential connections and 26 active commercial connections.

The project area is situated between approximately 2,680 and 3,230 feet above the mean sea level, with the highest
elevations represented at the most southeastern corner of the study area where Jackson Ranch Road and A29/Big Springs
Road meet. The residential areas that surround half of Lake Shastina was created because of the construction of the
Dwinnell Dam with Shasta River flowing north from the north tip of the lake. The residential area within the study area
has been under development for the past 54 years with road, underground power, water, and sewage improvements
brought to the area to house around 2,400 residents. The project area consists of rural residential development with
managed landscapes. The topography is hilly with significant tree cover throughout the service area. Wildlife presents
include various birds, deer, and other animals commonly found in the area.

LAKE SHASTINA DRINKING WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS 6
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General Plan and Zoning

The Siskiyou County General Plan does not have specific zoning based on designations (such as commercial, residential,
agriculture, etc.). Rather, it is based on land classifications, such as hazards and other resource area specific topics which
are overlays. Evaluation for the project site and immediately surrounding lands shows that the designated overlays for
the project include Erosion Hazard, Building Foundation Limitations, Flood Hazard, Surface Hydrology, Deer Wintering
Area and Wildfire Hazard. The existing Siskiyou County zoning is RES-1 (Single-Family Residential).

2.2 Water System Deficiencies

The District’s water system deficiencies to be addressed by the proposed project are summarized in this section.
Additional details can be found in Attachment A, PRELIMINARY ENGINEERING REPORT, that summarizes the deficiencies
and lists the associated proposed solutions and the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) funding priority
category.

e Well 4 is the main production well and the other wells in the system do not produce as much water as Well 4.
Without full redundancy, if Well 4 is offline, significantly less water would be produced, which could result in
curtailment of water use within the service district.

e The four water tanks are more than 50 years old and, based on inspections performed in 2017, need cleaning
and recoating due to corrosion. The cathodic protection systems are well beyond their useful lives and need to
be replaced. The tanks still have their original interior and exterior coatings.

e During high use periods, Tank 2 has been nearly depleted. Due to the system configuration, Tank 2 cycles
through more water than the other tanks. If the water level in Tank 2 were to fall below a minimum level,
reduced or even negative pressures would be possible within portions of the distribution system. The system
does not have adequate storage in this part of the service area.

e The southeast portion of the District’s service area does not have adequate system pressure. There have been
two consequences of this. First, some customers have complained about the inadequate water pressure.
Second, the District allows local wildfire crews to fill fire trucks from fire hydrants in this zone; with inadequate
pressure, the fire trucks have often gone within the residential area to fill from other higher-pressure fire
hydrants, causing traffic concerns.

e The water system lacks adequate backup power except at Well 3. In the event of an extended power outage,
water supply and pressures may be inadequate thereby causing a disruption in water service.

« Most of the system’s fire hydrants are the ones that were originally installed and are beyond their useful lives.
This is exhibited by stuck valves, which can lead to inadequate fire-fighting ability.

e While the District has recently installed a SCADA system for system monitoring and control, pump station B-57
was not included. Pump station B-57 requires manual operation, and Tank 4 has overflowed as a result of
inadequate monitoring the system.

e Most of the water meters are original and are well past their useful life. These meters are manually read, causing
asignificant strain on personnel due to the high level of effort needed. In addition, handwritten records of water
use can be subject to error, leading to incorrect billing.

2.3 Project Characteristics

As described above, the District has identified several deficiencies in the overall water treatment system including aging
tanks, inadequate water storage, inadequate pressure in the southeast zone, lack of backup power, and aging fire
hydrants. To remedy these deficiencies, the District proposes a combination of replacement components and new
construction as follows (see Figure 2-4):

LAKE SHASTINA DRINKING WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS 10
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e LSCSD proposes to make upgrades to water tanks 1, 2, 3, and 4. Water tanks 1, 2, and 3 will be re-painted and
a new 250,000 gallon cylindrical water tank will be constructed adjacent to Tank 4 in an effort to maintain water
demands of the area.

e A new pump house station will be constructed (on APN 107-450-550-000) to allow enhanced residential water
pressure. Soil disturbance and minor vegetation removal by using a backhoe and hand tools within 20 feet of
the area will occur.

The District is also planning to make upgrades to all water meters and fire hydrants throughout the project site. The
water meters will be replaced with automatic sensor meters and no ground disturbance will be required at these
locations. The fire hydrants will need to be replaced at the elbow joint in the ground. Soil disturbance within 10 feet of
each fire hydrant and approximately 48 inches of depth is expected with the use of a backhoe and hand tools, within
negligible vegetation or bare ground (see Figure 2-5). The range of potential activities, proposed component candidates,
and actions are detailed in Table 2-1.

Table 2-1
PROJECT COMPONENTS, RELATED ACTIVITIES, AND ESTIMATED DEPTH OF GROUND DISTURBANCE

Deficiency Solution Solution Candidates RGHEER Potential Solution Actions D L]
or New (N) Disturbance
Tank No. 1 * Replace interior lining.
Ading Tanks Refurbish Tank No. 2 R * Replace tension bands. None
9ing Tanks Tank No. 3 = Replace roofing.
Tank No. 4 = Re-pain tank exteriors.
Inadequate Install new New Tank Adjacent to * Lay cement fggndatlon pad. }
250,000- N  Install new piping. 48
Water Storage Tank No. 4
gallon tank * Install new tank.
Lack of Well Install « Install new production well.
additional Well House and Well N » Construct new well house. 48”
Redundancy o L
wells « Tie in new piping to system.
« Tie in new power/control box to
Inadequate Install new Pump House and existing power system.
Pressure in the booster pump Pump N * Install a new pump. 48”
Southeast Zone station « Lay cement pump foundation.
« Tie in new piping to existing system.
Pump No. 50
Pump No. 51
Pump No. 53
sz Pump No. 55
stationary pumo No. 56
Lack of Backup backup power po- Tie in new power/control box back-up to "
L Pump No. 57 R/N o - 48
Power at existing existing facility.
. . Test Well No. 4
sites without
backup power Test Well No. 5
Test Well No. 10
Test Well No. 12
Test Well No. 53
Aging Fire 320 Fire Hydrants R Replace fll’e. hydrants and valves up to the 48"
Hydrants main stem in the roadway.

Implementation of the proposed project would not involve vegetation or soil disturbance within 50 feet of a stream or
drainage and will not have hydrological impacts to any adjacent jurisdictional (Regional Water Quality Control Board
[RWQCB] or California Department of Fish and Wildlife [CDFW]) features. Minor soil disturbance would be required at
several locations that vary from 170 feet to 5,000 feet away from the riparian habitat to replace existing fire hydrants,
water Tank 4, and the new pump house station.
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Section 3 - Environmental Factors Potentially Affected

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project, involving at least one impact that
is a “Potentially Significant Impact or Potentially Significant Unless Mitigation Incorporated” as indicated by the checklist

on the following pages.

Aesthetics

Agricultural Resources

Air Quality

X Biological Resources

Cultural Resources

Energy

Geology and Soils

Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Hazards and Hazardous Materials

Hydrology and Water Quality

Land Use and Planning

Mineral Resources

X Noise

Population and Housing

Public Services

Recreation

Transportation

Tribal Cultural Resources

Utilities and Service Systems

Wildfire

Mandatory Findings of Significance

DETERMINATION: (To be completed by the Lead Agency)

On the basis of the initial evaluation:

| find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and a NEGATIVE
DECLARATION will be prepared.

X | find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, there will not be a
significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made by or agreed to by the project
proponent. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

| find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
REPORT is required.

| find that the proposed project MAY have a “potentially significant impact” or “potentially significant unless
mitigated” impact on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has been adequately analyzed in an earlier
document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has been addressed by mitigation measures based on the
earlier analysis as described on attached sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must
analyze only the effects that remain to be addressed.

| find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment because all potentially
significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to
applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR of NEGATIVE
DECLARATION, including revisions or mitigation measures that are imposed upon the proposed project, nothing
further is required.

Copies of the Initial Study and related materials and documentation may be obtained at the Lake Shastina Community
Services District, 16320 Everhart Drive, Weed, CA 96094. Contact Rick Thompson, General Manager, at (530) 938-3281.

mm
July 24, 2024

Rick Thompson, General Manager Date
Lake Shastina Community Services District
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Section 4 - Evaluation of Environmental Impacts

This section provides an evaluation of the potential environmental impacts of the proposed Lake Shastina Drinking Water
System Improvements project (proposed project) as well as the CEQA Mandatory Findings of Significance. A discussion
of cumulative impacts is also included at the end of this chapter. The issue areas evaluated in this Initial Study include:

- Aesthetics - Land Use & Planning

- Agricultural Resources - Mineral Resources

- Air Quality - Noise

- Biological Resources - Population & Housing

- Cultural Resources - Public Services

- Energy - Recreation

- Geology & Soils - Transportation

- Greenhouse Gas Emissions - Tribal Cultural Resources

- Hazards & Hazardous Materials - Utilities & Service Systems
- Hydrology & Water Quality - Wildfire

The environmental analysis in this section is patterned after the Initial Study Checklist recommended by the State CEQA
Guidelines and used by the Lake Shastina Community Services District in its environmental review process. For the
preliminary environmental assessment undertaken as part of this Initial Study's preparation, a determination that there
is a potential for significant effects indicates the need to more fully analyze the proposed project’s impacts and identify
mitigation.

For the evaluation of potential impacts, the questions in the Initial Study Checklist are stated and an answer is provided
according to the analysis undertaken as part of the Initial Study. The analysis considers the long-term, direct, indirect,
and cumulative impacts of the development. To each question, there are four possible responses:

e NoImpact. The project will not have any measurable impact on the environment.

e lLess Than Significant Impact. The project will have the potential for impacting the environment, although this
impact will be below established thresholds that are considered to be significant.

e Potentially Significant Impact Unless Mitigation Incorporated. The project will have the potential to generate
impacts which may be considered as a significant effect on the environment, although mitigation measures or
changes to the development’s physical or operational characteristics can reduce these impacts to levels that are
less than significant.

e Potentially Significant Impact. The project will have impacts which are considered significant, and additional
analysis is required to identify mitigation measures that could reduce these impacts to less than significant
levels.

All answers must take into account the whole action involved, including potential off and onsite, indirect, direct,
construction, and operation, except as provided for under State CEQA Guidelines Section 15183 and State CEQA Statute
Section 21083. The setting discussion under each resource section in this chapter is followed by a discussion of impacts
and applicable mitigation measures.

This Initial Study identifies several potentially significant environmental effects related to the proposed project. Some
effects are mitigated by implementation of existing provisions of law and standards of practice related to environmental
protection. Such provisions are considered in the environmental impact analysis, and the degree to which they would
reduce potential environmental effects is discussed. Additional mitigation measures are specifically identified, when
necessary, to avoid potential environmental effects or to reduce them to a level that is less than significant.
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Format of the Environmental Analysis

Each topical section of this Initial Study is organized into the following subsections:

Environmental Setting. The environmental settings present the existing environmental conditions, in accordance
with CEQA Guidelines Section 15125. The subsection describes the baseline conditions against which the
environmental impacts associated with the proposed project are assessed.

Regulatory Setting. The regulatory settings describe the laws, regulations, and policies that affect the resource
or the assessment of impacts on the specific resource. Where appropriate, the regulatory setting subsection
establishes the regulatory framework for the analysis of each resource.

Impact Analysis. The impact analysis presents thresholds of significance used and discusses potential effects of
the proposed project on the existing environmental conditions (in accordance with CEQA Guidelines sections
15126.2(a) and 15143).

Mitigation Measures. Mitigation measures provide measures to reduce potentially significant effects associated
with the proposed project to the extent feasible (in accordance with CEQA Guidelines sections 15002(a)(3),
15021(a)(2), and 15091 (a)(l)).

Findings. This subsection is presented in accordance with CEQA Guidelines Section 15091(a)(1), 15092(b)(2)A),
and 15126.2(b), which require identification of impacts capable of avoidance or mitigation, as well as those that
cannot be avoided.
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Section | - Aesthetics

This section of the Initial Study describes the existing visual environment in and around the project area. The analysis
assesses the potential for aesthetics impacts using accepted methods of evaluating visual quality, as well as identifying
the type and degree of change the proposed project would likely have on the character of the surrounding area.

Environmental Setting

The project area is located in the Shasta Valley, an area dominated by background views of Mount Shasta, the peaks and
ridgelines of the southern Cascade Mountain Range and the Trinity Mountains to the southwest. Views within the Shasta
Valley include undeveloped forest and range lands, developed agricultural lands and residential developments.

Within the vicinity of the project the area has been highly developed for residential uses with the multitude of
developments within the Lake Shastina Community Services District (District). Existing development consists of
residential uses (typically single-family residences); recreational (two golf courses, Lake Shastina, boating and water
sports facilities); public facilities (water and sewer developments, fire/police facilities, medical, community, etc.); and all
related infrastructure normally associated with residential developments (paved roads, parks, overhead power and
communications lines, etc.).

The Lake Shastina community has been under development for the past 54 years with road, underground power, water,
and sewage improvements. The habitat within the project area consists of rural residential development with managed
landscapes. The areas not landscaped with fescue grasses and maples are sparse shrubs consisting of rabbitbrush
(Chrysothamnus sp.) and manzanita (Arctostaphylos sp.), mixed with Western juniper (Juniperus occidentalis) and
ponderosa pine (Pinus ponderosa).

Scenic Resources

Scenic vistas are defined as expansive views of highly-valued landscapes from publicly accessible viewpoints. Scenic vistas
include views of natural features such as topography, water courses, outcrops, and natural vegetation, as well as man-
made scenic structures. County has not designated specific scenic vistas in the immediate project area as a part of the
Siskiyou County General Plan (Siskiyou, 1972). Additionally, according to Caltrans’ California Scenic Highway Program and
the National Scenic Byways Program, the proposed project is not located near a highway which has been listed as a State
or federal Scenic Highway (Caltrans, 2023; FHWA, 2018).

Regulatory Setting

This section summarizes current federal, State, and local regulations relevant to the review of Aesthetics for this project.
Ordinances, regulations, or standards that are applicable to the environmental review of agricultural resource impacts
include the following:

Siskiyou County General Plan, Scenic Highways Element

The Siskiyou County Scenic Highways Element was established to provide guidance for the development of county
programs to protect and enhance the scenic values along designated scenic routes and in scenic areas visible from these
routes. The following Objectives apply to the proposed project:

e Objective 2: To conserve, enhance and protect scenic views observable from scenic routes without unduly
restricting the primary uses of the lands involved.

e Objective 4: To preserve for all travelers the outstanding characteristics of Siskiyou County, primarily clean air
and magnificent scenery, so that it may so remain, providing incentives for tourism, and to stabilize and increase
property values and the economy of Siskiyou County.
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National Scenic Byways Program

The National Scenic Byways Program is part of the U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA). Established in Title 23, Section 162 of the United Sates Code, the program is a grass-roots collaborative effort
established to help recognize, preserve, and enhance selected roads throughout the United States. FHWA’s May 18,
1995 interim policy sets forth the procedures for the designation by the U.S. Secretary of Transportation of certain roads
as National Scenic Byways or All-American Roads based on their archaeological, cultural, historic, natural, recreational,
and scenic qualities. There are 150 such designated byways in 46 states.

California Scenic Highway Program

California’s Scenic Highway Program was created by the legislature in 1963. Its purpose is to protect and enhance the
natural scenic beauty of California highways and adjacent corridors, through special conservation treatment. The State
laws governing the Scenic Highway Program are found in the Streets and Highways Code, Sections 260 through 263.
Caltrans has compiled a list of State highways that are designated as scenic and county highways that are eligible for
designation as scenic.

Impact Analysis

The following includes an analysis of environmental parameters related to Aesthetics based on Appendix G of the State
CEQA Guidelines. The discussion not only includes the areas for which there is potential for environmental impacts but
also provides justification for the conclusions that either no impacts, less than significant impacts, or less than significant
impacts with mitigation could occur.

. Less-Than-
Potentially Significant with Less-Than- No

o Significant
Mitigation Impact Impact

Significant

. Impact
Would the Project: Incorporated

a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista? X

b)  Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not
limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and historic buildings X
within a State scenic highway?

C) In nonurbanized areas, substantially degrade the existing
visual character or quality of public views of the site and its
surroundings? (Public views are those that area experienced X
from publicly accessible vantage point). If the project isin an
urbanized area, would the project conflict with applicable
zoning and other regulations governing scenic quality?

d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare which would
adversely affect day or nighttime views in the area?

a)  Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?

As noted above, the County has not designated specific scenic vistas in the immediate project area as a part of the
Siskiyou County General Plan and there is no designated State or federal scenic highways or scenic highway corridors in
the vicinity of the proposed project.

Implementation of the proposed project would include the construction of a new 250,000-gallon above ground water
tank immediately adjacent to Tank 4 — Zen Mountain Tank. Tank 4 is a 250,000-gallon cylindrical welded-steel tank that
has external dimensions of 30 feet tall by 38 feet in diameter located at the top of Zen Mountain. The closest street is
Tennis Court, which also is the beginning of the access road to this tank. The base elevation of the tank is approximately
3,160 feet. The proposed new tank would be approximately the same height as the existing tank. Because the new tank
would be constructed at a similar height and scale to the adjacent tank within an area already developed with municipal
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water infrastructure, the addition of this tank would not be visually intrusive and impacts would be less than significant.
There would be temporary visual impacts due to the use of construction equipment and grading/earthwork; however,
this would cease when the project is complete.

The project would not introduce new structures that would be dissimilar to nor located adjacent to nearby receptors
such that development at either end of the proposed project would preclude long-distance views. Due to these factors,
the project would result in a less than significant impact and would not substantially have a substantial adverse effect on
a scenic vista.

b)  Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and historic
buildings within a State scenic highway?

As described above under the Environmental Setting, there are no designated State or federal scenic highways or scenic
highway corridors in the vicinity of the proposed project. Therefore, the implementation of the proposed project would
not substantially damage any scenic resource within a State scenic highway. No impact would occur in this regard.

c) In nonurbanized areas, substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of public views of the
site and its surroundings? (Public views are those that area experienced from publicly accessible vantage
point). If the project is in an urbanized area, would the project conflict with applicable zoning and other
regulations governing scenic quality?

The proposed water system improvements would occur within an urbanized area within Lake Shastina. The project site
is zoned RES-1 (Single-Family Residential) (Siskiyou, 2023). There are no specific provisions relating to scenic quality
applicable to the residential zone designation. As noted above, the project site is not located within a scenic vista or State
scenic highway. The proposed project involves improvements to the District’s drinking water system, including
replacement components and new construction (well house buildings and one above ground water tank) to better serve
community residents. In addition, the project includes upgrades to all existing water meters and fire hydrants throughout
the District. Therefore, implementation of the proposed would not conflict with applicable zoning or other regulations
governing scenic quality. Impacts would be less than significant in this regard.

d)  Create a new source of substantial light or glare which would adversely affect day or nighttime views in
the area?

Light pollution occurs when nighttime views of the stars and sky are diminished by an over-abundance of light coming
from the ground. Light pollution is a potential impact from the operation of any light source at night. Proper light shields,
lighting design, and landscaping are commonly used to reduce light pollution generated from lighting by blocking the
conveyance of light upwards.

The proposed project does not include the installation of any new permanent exterior lighting with the exception of the
new pump house on APN 107-450-550-000. Exterior lighting will comply with the County’s lighting standards to prevent
unreasonable glare to adjoining properties and to prevent sky-reflected glare. In addition, temporary lighting, if needed

during construction activities would be required to comply with County standards to prevent impacts on motor vehicles
and nearby residences. Impacts would be less than significant.

Mitigation Measures
No mitigation measures are required.
Findings

Based upon the review of the information above, implementation of the proposed project will have a less than significant
with respect to Aesthetics.
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Section Il — Agricultural Resources

The purpose of this section of the Initial Study is to determine the extent to which the project contributes to the physical
deterioration of agricultural resources. This section describes the agricultural resources within the project study area,
and the applicable regulations that govern those resources.

Environmental Setting

The Department of Conservation (DOC) Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program (FMMP) maps and classifies
farmland. Classifications are based on a combination of physical and chemical characteristics of the soil and climate that
determine the degree of suitability of the land for crop production. The project site does not contain designated
farmland. The site is not located within an area of Prime Farmland as identified by the California Department of
Conservation’s Important Farmland Series Mapping and Monitoring Program (DOC, 2023).

The top three soils within the project area consist of Delaney sand, Delaney gravelly sand, and Mary-Rock outcrop
complex. Delaney sand, which occurs on 0 to 9 percent slopes and is somewhat excessively drained, Delaney gravelly
sand occurs on 0 to 9 percent slopes and is somewhat excessively drained, and Mary-Rock outcrop complex which occurs
on 2 to 50 percent slopes are well drained. The 18 different soil types within the study area range from very poorly
drained (Gazelle silt loam) to excessively drained (rock outcrop and Lithic Haploxerolls-Rock outcrop complex). (NRCS,
2023).

The California Land Conservation Act of 1965, commonly known as the Williamson Act, allows local governments to form
contracts with private landowners to restrict specific parcels of land to agricultural or open space use. The area involving
the proposed project is not under an active Williamson Act contract. Additionally, no timberlands or forest land are
present within the project site.

Regulatory Setting

This section summarizes current federal, State, and local regulations relevant to the review of Agricultural Resources for
this project. Ordinances, regulations, or standards that are applicable to the environmental review of agricultural
resource impacts include the following:

California Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program

The California Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program (FMMP), which monitors the conversion of the State's
farmland to and from agricultural use, relies on information from the NRCS soils surveys, NRCS land inventory and
monitoring criteria, and land use and water availability. Topography, climate, soil quality, and available irrigation water
all factor into the FMMP farmland classifications. The FMMP was established by the California DOC, under the Division
of Land Resource Protection. Important Farmland Maps are compiled by the FMMP pursuant to Section 65570 of the
California Government Code. The FMMP is an informational service only and does not constitute State regulation of
local land use decisions. Under the FMMP, “Important Farmland Categories” were established based on soils
characteristics that have significant agricultural production values.

California Land Conservation Act

The California Land Conservation Act of 1965, commonly referred to as the Williamson Act, is promulgated in California
Government Code Section 51200-51297.4. The Williamson Act enables local governments to enter into contracts with
private landowners for the purpose of restricting specific parcels of land to agricultural or related open space uses in
return for reduced property tax assessments. Private land within locally designated agricultural preserve areas is eligible
for enrollment under Williamson Act contracts.
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Farmland Security Zone Contract

The DOC passed the Farmland Security Zone legislation (Govt. Code Section 51296) in 1998. The Farmland Security Zone
allows counties to establish an additional program for farmlands to enter into contracts with the State. This legislation
allows landowners whose land is under a Williamson Act contract to petition to the county board of supervisors to annul
the Williamson Act contract for a Farmland Security Zone Contract. A Farmland Security Zone Contract is a 20-year
contract that allows the property owner to receive 35 percent more in tax savings than a Williamson Act contract. Both
of these contracts require that lands be within an established Agricultural Preserve. Agricultural lands that are not in a
preserve face the greatest threat of conversion, as they are assessed higher property taxes due to their proximity to
urbanization.

Forest Land and Timberland

Public Resources Code Section 12220(g) defines Forest Land as “land that can support 10% native tree cover of any
species, including hardwoods, under natural conditions, and that allows for management of one or more forest
resources, including timber, aesthetics, fish and wildlife, biodiversity, water quality, recreation, and other public
benefits.” Public Resources Code Section 4526 defines timberland as “land, other than land owned by the federal
government, which is available for, and capable of, growing a crop of trees of any commercial species used to produce
lumber and other forest products, including Christmas trees.” Government Code Section 51104(g) defines Timberland
Production Zone (TPZ) as “an area which has been zoned pursuant to [Government Code] Section 51112 or 51113 and is
devoted to and used for growing and harvesting timber, or for growing and harvesting timber and compatible uses, as
defined in subdivision (h).”

Impact Analysis

The following includes an analysis of environmental parameters related to Agricultural Resources based on Appendix G
of the State CEQA Guidelines. The discussion not only includes the areas for which there is potential for environmental
impacts but also provides justification for the conclusions that either no impacts, less than significant impacts, or less
than significant impacts with mitigation could occur.

Less-Than-
Potentially Significant Less-Than-

Significant with Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact
Would the Project: Incorporated

a)  Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Statewide Importance
(Farmland), as shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the California
Resources Agency, to non-agricultural use?

b)  Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson Act
Contract?

c) Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land (as
defined in Public Resources Code Section 12220(g)), timberland (as
defined by Public Resources Code Section 4526), or timberland zoned X
Timberland Production (as defined by Government Code Section
5110(9))?

d)  Resultin the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to non-
forest use?

e) Involve other changes in the existing environment which, due to their
location or nature, could result in conversion of Farmland to non- X
agricultural use or conversion of forest land to non-forest land?
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a)  Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Statewide Importance (Farmland), as shown on the maps
prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the California Resources Agency,
to non-agricultural use?

The project site has not been historically used for agricultural purposes, nor does it possess soils that are prime for
agricultural production. The site is not located within an area of Prime Farmland as identified by the California
Department of Conservation’s Important Farmland Series Mapping and Monitoring Program (DOC, 2023). Therefore,
construction activities would not convert prime farmland, unique farmland, or farmland of statewide importance to
nonagricultural use. No impact would occur in this regard.

b)  Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson Act Contract?

The proposed project nor its surrounding lands are currently under a Williamson Act contract. In addition, the proposed
project site is not under a Farmland Security Zone contract or within an agricultural preserve. Therefore, construction
activities would not result in conflicts with existing agricultural zoning. No impact would occur in this regard.

c) Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land (as defined in Public Resources Code
Section 12220(g)), timberland (as defined by Public Resources Code Section 4526), or timberland zoned
Timberland Production (as defined by Government Code Section 5110(g))?

The proposed project would not conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land (as defined in Public
Resources Code Section 12220(g)), timberland (as defined by Public Resources Code Section 4526), or timberland zoned
Timberland Production (as defined by Government Code Section 51104(g)). The project site is not forest land, timberland,
or zone Timberland Production. Therefore, construction activities would not conflict with existing zoning or cause
rezoning and would have no impact on timberlands zoned as Timber Production. No impact would occur in this regard.

d)  Resultin the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to non-forest use?

The proposed project is not located within existing forest land. Therefore, construction activities would not result in the
loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to non-forest use. No impact would occur in this regard.

e)  Involve other changes in the existing environment which, due to their location or nature, could result in
conversion of Farmland to non-agricultural use or conversion of forest land to non-forest land?

The proposed project would not result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to non-forest use, as the

project site is not located on forest land. In addition, construction activities would not occur in an area of significant
agricultural soils. No impact would occur in this regard.

Mitigation Measures

No mitigation measures are required.

Findings

In the course of the above evaluation, impacts associated with Agricultural Resources were found to not be significant
because of the inability of a project of this scope to create such impacts or the absence of project characteristics
producing effects of this type.

Documentation and References

DOC (California Department of Conservation). 2023. Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program. [Online]:
https://maps.conservation.ca.gov/DLRP/CIFF/. Accessed December 8, 2023.
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[11.  Air Quality

This section examines the air quality in the project area, includes a summary of applicable air quality regulations, and
analyzes potential air quality impacts associated with the proposed project. Air quality impacts were assessed in
accordance with methodologies recommended by the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), California Air
Resources Board (CARB), and the Siskiyou County Air Pollution Control District (SCAPCD). Where quantification was
required, emissions were modeled using the California Emissions Estimator Model (CalEEMod).

Environmental Setting

The proposed project is located within the County of Siskiyou within the Northeast Plateau Air Basin (NEPAB). The NEPAB
consists of a total of three counties: Siskiyou, Modoc and Lassen. This air basin is generally situated in the northeastern
portion of California bordering Oregon to the north and Nevada to the east. The southern border is bound by the North
Coast, Lake Tahoe, and the Sacramento Valley Air Basins. Air flows into the NEPAB from the north. The surrounding
mountains act as a barrier to airflow, which traps air pollutants when meteorological conditions are unfavorable for
transport and dilution. Poor air movement most frequently occurs in the fall and winter due to the presence of high-
pressure cells over the NEPAB. During these periods, surface winds are typically lacking, and reduced vertical flow, caused
by decreased surface heating, restricts air influx and concentrates pollutants under stable meteorological conditions. The
highest surface concentrations of air pollutants coincide with agricultural burning activities, wildfire, or temperature
inversions, which create a ceiling effect, trapping pollutants near the ground and hindering dispersion.

The local air quality agency affecting the project site is the Siskiyou County Air Pollution Control District (SCAPCD). Within
the SCAPCD, the primary sources of air pollution are burning stoves, wildfires, farming operations, unpaved road dust,
managed burning and disposal, and motor vehicles. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has designated
Siskiyou County as an unclassified/attainment area for the 8-hour ozone, carbon monoxide (CO), particulate matter
(PM10), and fine particulate matter (PM2.5) under both state and federal air quality standards (CARB, 2022). Additionally,
Siskiyou County meets the attainment area criteria for the state 1-hour ozone standard, as well as for PM2.5, PM10,
nitrogen dioxide, sulfur dioxide, sulfates, and lead. However, the county remains unclassified for carbon monoxide,
hydrogen sulfide, and visibility-reducing particles under CARB standards (CARB, 2022).

Sensitive receptors (for example, children, senior citizens, and acutely or chronically ill people) are more susceptible to
the effect of air pollution than the general population. Land uses that are considered sensitive receptors typically include
residences, schools, parks, childcare centers, hospitals, and retirement homes. Sensitive receptors near the project site
include existing residents that would be within approximately 100 feet of construction activities.

Regulatory Setting

This section summarizes current federal, State, and local regulations relevant to the review of Air Quality for this project.
Ordinances, regulations, or standards that are applicable to the environmental review of air quality impacts include the
following:

Ambient Air Quality Standards

The federal Clean Air Act of 1971 and the Clean Air Act Amendments (1977) established the national ambient air quality
standards (NAAQS), which are promulgated by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). The State of California
has also adopted its own California ambient air quality standards (CAAQS), which are promulgated by CARB.
Implementation of the project would occur in the Siskiyou County portion of the NEPAB, which is under the air quality
regulatory jurisdiction of the SCAPCD and is subject to the rules and regulations adopted by the air district to achieve the
NAAQS and CAAQS.
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Siskiyou County Air Pollution Control District

The SCAPCD, along with other air districts in the NEPAB, has the responsibility of enforcing federal and state air quality
regulations in Siskiyou County. It also issues rules and regulations setting specific standards of operation, defining permit
requirements, and setting emission limits. For new or modified stationary sources, Siskiyou County has defined 250
pounds (Ibs)/day as the threshold of significance for NOx, PM2.5, PM10, and SO2 emissions, and 2,500 Ibs/day as the
threshold of significance for CO emissions (Rule 6.1) (CARB, 2001).

All projects in Siskiyou County are subject to applicable SCAPCD rules and regulations in effect at the time of construction
and operation. Additionally, Siskiyou County is currently designated in attainment or unclassified status for all federal
and state criteria pollutants; therefore, the County is not required to have a local air quality attainment plan. Descriptions
of specific rules applicable to the proposed project may include, but are not limited to (CARB, 2001):

e SCAPCD Rule 4.1 and Rule 4.2. Visible Emissions and Nuisance: Rule 4.1 requires that airborne particles that are
designated as No. 2 on the Ringelmann chart, as published by the United States Bureau of Mines remain on the
site, they originate from under normal wind conditions. Proper mitigation techniques approved by SCAPCD must
be implemented to ensure that fugitive dust is contained. This does not apply to dust emissions discharged
through a stack or other point source. Rule 4.2 states that any air discharge that may cause injury or detriment,
nuisance or annoyance, or damage to any public property or considerable number of people shall be regulated.
This rule discusses all the health and safety issues that may interfere with public and private areas surrounding
the site.

e SCAPCD Rule 4.13. National Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants. Rule 4.13 requires compliance with
provisions of Part 61, Chapter I, Title 40 of the Code of Federal Regulations (40 CFR Part 61) for stationary sources
of air pollution, such as National Emission Standards for Asbestos.

e SCAPCD Rule 6.1. Construction Permit Standards for Criteria Pollutants: Rule 6.1 requires a permit for any new
stationary source or modification with a net increase of 2,500 or more pounds of CO or 250 pounds or more for
all other criteria pollutants and implement best available control technology.

e SCAPCD Rule 6.4. Construction Permit Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants: Rule 6.4 requires the installation
of best available control technology for toxics at any constructed or reconstructed major source of hazardous
air pollutants.

e SCAPCD Rule 8.7. Asbestos Airborne Toxic Control Measure. Rule 8.7 provides a Naturally Occurring Asbestos
(NOA) Dust Mitigation Plan Application (Title 17, §93105 of the California Code of Regulations) for projects that
include construction where ultramafic rock exists.

Impact Analysis

The significance of potential impacts was determined based on State CEQA Guidelines, Appendix G, and the Siskiyou
County Air Pollution Control District’s (SCAPCD’s). The discussion not only includes the areas for which there is potential
for environmental impacts but also provides justification for the conclusions that either no impacts, less than significant
impacts, or less than significant impacts with mitigation could occur. This section analyzes the short-term air quality
impacts associated with construction activities as well as the long-term operational impacts that may result due to
development of the proposed project.
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The air quality analysis includes a review of criteria pollutant® emissions such as carbon monoxide (CO)?, nitrogen oxides
NOx)?, volatile organic compounds (VOC) as reactive organic gases (ROG)#, particulate matter less than 10 micrometers
(coarse or PM1o), and particulate matter less than 2.5 micrometers (fine or PM2s).5 For the purposes of assessing air
quality impacts in CEQA documents, SCAPCD Rule 6.1 — Construction Permit Standards for Criteria Pollutants, which
contains thresholds for operational emissions from new stationary sources, is commonly used as a significance threshold
for project-level review for land use projects. Although these stationary source emissions thresholds do not directly apply
to land use projects, they provide a reference point for levels of emissions that would trigger SCAPCD requirements for
best available control technology and/or mitigation off-sets. Per Rule 6.1, criteria air pollutants from the operation of
stationary sources are considered significant if they exceed the following thresholds listed in Table 4-1, SCAPCD
SIGNIFICANCE THRESHOLDS (SCAPCD, 2001).

Table 4-1
SCAPCD SIGNIFICANCE THRESHOLDS

Significance Thresholds*

Pollutant (pounds per day)
Reactive Organic Compounds 250
Nitrogen Oxides 250
Carbon Monoxide 2500
Sulfur Oxides 250
Particulate Matter (PM10) 250
LSCAPCD, 2001.

In using SCAPCD Rule 6.1 as a threshold in this document, the District is exercising its discretion to formulate CEQA
significance criteria based in part on the SCAPCD rules, as they reflect the best available expert judgment regarding what
constitutes significant levels of air pollution within the NEPAB and Siskiyou County.

The CEQA Checklist question, discussion, and environmental significance conclusions are provided below under each
individual environmental parameter related to Air Quality.

Less-Than-
Potentially Significant Less-Than-

Significant with Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact
Would the Project: Incorporated

a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air
quality plan?

b) Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria
pollutant for which the project region is non-attainment under an X
applicable federal or State ambient air quality standard.

c) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial  pollutant
concentrations?

1 Criteria air pollutants refer to those air pollutants for which the USEPA and CARB has established National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS)
and California Ambient Air Quality Standards (CAAQS) under the Federal Clean Air Act (CAA).

2COis a non—reactive pollutant that is a product of incomplete combustion of organic material, and is mostly associated with motor vehicle traffic, and
in wintertime, with wood-burning stoves and fireplaces.

3 When combustion temperatures are extremely high, as in aircraft, truck and automobile engines, atmospheric nitrogen combines with oxygen to
form various oxides of nitrogen (NOx). Nitric oxide (NO) and NO; are the most significant air pollutants generally referred to as NOx. Nitric oxide is a
colorless and odorless gas that is relatively harmless to humans, quickly converts to NOz and can be measured. Nitrogen dioxide has been found to
be a lung irritant capable of producing pulmonary edema.

4VOC means any compound of carbon, excluding carbon monoxide, carbon dioxide, carbonic acid, metallic carbides or carbonates, and ammonium
carbonate, which participates in atmospheric photochemical reactions and thus, a precursor of ozone formation. ROG are any reactive compounds
of carbon, excluding methane, CO, CO. carbonic acid, metallic carbides or carbonates, ammonium carbonate, and other exempt compounds. The
terms VOC and ROG are often used interchangeably.

5PM10 and PM2.5 consists of airborne particles that measure 10 microns or less in diameter and 2.5 microns or less in diameter, respectively. PM10
and PM2.5 represent fractions of particulate matter that can be inhaled into the air passages and the lungs, causing adverse health effects.
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Less-Than-
Potentially Significant Less-Than-

Significant with Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact
Would the Project: Incorporated

d)  Result in other emissions (such as those leading to odors)
adversely affecting a substantial number of people?

a)  Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air quality plan?

The proposed project would not conflict with or obstruct implementation of an air quality plan. Siskiyou County is
currently designated in attainment or unclassified status for all federal and state criteria pollutants; therefore, the County
is not required to have a local air quality attainment plan.

As described throughout this document, implementation of the proposed project would occur over a period of
approximately 4 years (SHN, 2023) and would include improvements, including but not limited to, the construction of a
new water tank, booster pump station improvements, and the replacement of up to 320 fire hydrants. The project must
comply with various regulatory measures including SCAPCD Rule 4.1 and Rule 4.2., which requires the implementation
of best management practices during construction activity to control pollutants including fugitive dust (SCAPCD, 2001).
Once construction activities are complete there is limited potential for the project to generate operational air quality
impacts. Operational emissions are anticipated to result from maintenance activities by District personnel. Due to the
duration of project construction activities, project design elements, limited operational activities, and required regulatory
measures, the project would not exceed SCAPCD significant thresholds (see Section Ill.b) or conflict with or obstruct
implementation of an applicable air quality plan. Impacts are considered less than significant in this regard.

b)  Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria pollutant for which the project region is
non-attainment under an applicable federal or State ambient air quality standard.

As discussed in the Environmental Setting, the project is located in Siskiyou County, which is located in the NEPAB and is
subject to the jurisdiction of the SCAPCD. The SCAPCD’s primary responsibility is to achieve and maintain federal and
State air quality standards, subject to the powers and duties of the CARB. Siskiyou County is currently designated in
attainment or unclassified status for all federal and state criteria pollutants.

The proposed project has the potential to generate the emissions of criteria air pollutants and ozone precursors (Reactive
Organic Gases [ROG] and Oxides of Nitrogen [NOx]) during the proposed construction activities. During construction
activities, emissions would primarily be generated from fugitive dust from ground-disturbing activities and
vehicle/equipment exhaust. Once construction activities are complete there is limited potential for the project to
generate operational air quality impacts. Operational emissions are anticipated to result from maintenance activities by
District personnel.

Construction and operation emissions for the proposed project were estimated using the California Emissions Estimator
Model (CalEEMod), which is a statewide land use emissions computer model designed to provide a uniform platform for
government agencies to quantify potential criteria pollutant emissions associated with both construction and operation
of a variety of land use projects (CAPCOA, 2022). The model applies inherent default values for various land uses,
including trip generation rates based on the Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) Manual, vehicle mix, trip length,
average speed, etc. However, where project-specific data is available, such data should be input into the model. Project-
specific information from Section 2.0, PROJECT DESCRIPTION, where available, was input into the model. Otherwise,
where project-specific information was not available, the model default values were used for estimating emissions from
the proposed project.

Table 4-2 and Table 4-3 below provide the maximum daily construction and operations emissions estimates
(unmitigated) as compared to the significance thresholds for criteria pollutants and ozone precursors in SCAPCD Rule
6.1.
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Table 4-2
MAXIMUM DAILY CONSTRUCTION EMISSIONS (UNMITIGATED)

Emissions (pounds per day)

Criteria Pollutants
ROG  NOx | CO | SOx | PMu | PMas

Maximum Daily Emissions® 65.5 68 24.7 0.3 19.5 7.6
Significance Threshold? 250 250 2500 | 250 250 250
Exceeds Significance Threshold? No No No No No No
1 CAPCOA, 2022.
2 SCACPD, 2001.

Table 4-3
MAXIMUM DAILY OPERATIONAL EMISSIONS (UNMITIGATED)

Emissions (pounds per day)
ROG NO, | cO SO« | PMw  PMas

Criteria Pollutants

Maximum Daily Emissions* 0.40 | 0.26 15 <0.005 0.2 0.0.06
Significance Threshold? 250 250 | 2500 250 250 250
Exceeds Significance Threshold? No No No No No No
3 CAPCOA, 2022.

4 SCACPD, 2001.

As indicated in Table 4-2 and Table 4-3, the maximum daily construction and operation emissions (unmitigated) from the
proposed project would be below the SCAPCD Rule 6.1 significance thresholds. Additionally, as noted above, Siskiyou
County is currently designated in attainment or unclassified status for all federal and state criteria pollutants. As such,
the proposed project is not anticipated to result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria pollutant for
which the project region is non-attainment. Impacts are considered less than significant in this regard.

c)  Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations?

High concentrations of criteria air pollutants and toxic air contaminants can result in adverse health effects to humans.
Sensitive receptors (for example, children, senior citizens, and acutely or chronically ill people) are more susceptible to
the effect of air pollution than the general population. Land uses that are considered sensitive receptors typically include
residences, schools, parks, childcare centers, hospitals, and retirement homes. Sensitive receptors near the project site
include existing residents that would be within approximately 100 feet of construction activities.

Construction Activities

This discussion addresses whether the proposed construction activities would expose sensitive receptors to substantial
concentrations of asbestos and lead, fugitive dust (PM1o and PM2s), and diesel particulate matter (diesel PM).

Asbestos and Lead

Asbestos particles and fibers are naturally occurring in some rock and soil formations, but because of its strength and
heat resistance, asbestos has been used in a variety of building materials. If asbestos-containing materials (ACM) are
disturbed, for example during demolition of a structure, ashestos particles and fibers may be released into the air. The
USGS has published mapping identifying areas that are known to contain naturally occurring asbestos (NOA) (USGS,
2011). The mapping shows several locations within Siskiyou County known to contain NOA. The project site is located at
Lake Shastina, situated north of the City of Weed, and is not identified as being in close proximity to NOA-containing
areas. As such, the project site is not known to contain NOA that could be released during the proposed construction
activities.
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Asbestos and lead paint may be present in the existing well houses or existing piping that may need to be removed or
modified. Prior to initiation of construction activities that would affect existing structures and associated piping, a
comprehensive survey shall be completed in locations where asbestos and lead-based paint are suspected. Removal or
disturbance of material with any detectable amount of asbestos or lead-based paint must be handled in accordance with
USEPA AHERA, USEPA NESHAP, and Cal/OSHA regulations. All hazardous materials shall be removed by trained and
authorized personnel and disposed of at a licensed facility in compliance with local, State, and federal regulations and
guidelines.

For the removal or disturbance of asbestos containing materials, these regulations require the following procedures:

e Survey by a California State Certified Asbestos Consultant (CAC) of the areas proposed for disturbance for
asbestos-containing material.

e Documentation of the asbestos survey results in a signed report from the CAC.

< Notification to the SCAPCD at least 10 working days prior to any demolition.

e Employing the use of proper work practices outlined in the NESHAP asbestos regulations.

e Complying with Cal/OSHA worker safety requirements.

All asbestos-containing materials to be removed by demolition activities must be done by a registered asbestos
abatement contractor, as an asbestos abatement project. The construction contractor must maintain all records of
compliance with the NESHAP asbestos regulations and SCAPCD rules including, but not limited to, the following: 1)
evidence of notification to the SCAPCD; 2) contact information for the asbestos abatement contractor and asbestos
consultant; and 3) receipts (or other evidence) of offsite disposal of all asbestos-containing materials. These records shall
be made available to the District and SCAPCD upon request.

Lead-based paint abatement or removal would include removal of any lead hazard, which, according to Title 17 of the
California Code of Regulations, includes deteriorated lead-based paint and lead-contaminated soil (soil contaminated
with lead paint chips). The California Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) lead standard for
construction activities is implemented under Title 8 of the California Code of Regulations. The standard applies to any
construction or demolition activity that may release lead dust or fumes, including manual scraping, manual sanding, heat
gun applications, power tool cleaning, rivet busting, abrasive blasting, welding, cutting, or torch burning of lead-based
coatings.

Mitigation Measure HAZ-1 requires the completion of lead and asbestos surveys prior to the initiation of construction
activities and the removal and disposal of asbestos and lead containing materials in compliance with applicable
regulations. Mitigation Measure HAZ-2 requires construction activities to cease and additional surveys to be completed
in the event that previously undetected asbestos or lead-containing materials are discovered during construction. Any
identified hazardous materials shall be disposed of in accordance with applicable hazardous waste regulations. The
implementation of Mitigation Measures HAZ-1 and HAZ-2 would reduce potential impacts of the project to less than
significant levels.

Fugitive Dust

Fugitive dust has the potential to be generated during the proposed construction activities. As discussed in the analysis
under impact discussion Ill.b above, the proposed project would not exceed the SCAPCD significance thresholds for
particulate matter (for example, PM1o). However, fugitive dust from construction activity can still result in nuisances and
localized health impacts. Fugitive dust emissions would vary from day to day, depending on the nature and magnitude
of construction activity and local weather conditions. Fugitive dust emissions would also depend on soil moisture, silt
content of soil, wind speed, and the amount of equipment operating.

To minimize impacts from fugitive dust generation during the proposed construction activities, the contractor will be
required to comply with SCAPCD Rule 4.2. Rule 4.2 states that any air discharge that may cause injury or detriment,
nuisance or annoyance, or damage to any public property or considerable number of people shall be regulated. To reduce
fugitive dust generation during the proposed construction activity, compliance with Rule 4.2 along with Fugitive Dust
Control Measures has been included as Mitigation Measure AQ-1 for the proposed project. Due to the temporary nature
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of the proposed construction activities and the incorporation of Mitigation Measure AQ-1, implementation of the
proposed project would not expose sensitive receptors to substantial fugitive dust concentrations. Impacts are
considered less than significant in this regard.

Diesel Particulate Matter (diesel PM)

The use of diesel-powered equipment during the proposed construction activities would generate diesel particulate
matter (diesel PM), which is a known carcinogen. Due to the limited scale and duration of construction activities, and the
rapid dissipation of diesel PM with distance, it is not anticipated that nearby sensitive receptors would be exposed to
substantial diesel PM concentrations. Based on the emissions modeling conducted for the project, maximum daily
emissions of diesel PM (modeled by PMzs, which is conservatively considered a surrogate for diesel PM), would not
exceed 8 pounds per day (CAPCOA, 2022). This is well below the SCAPCD significance threshold of 250 pounds per day
for particulate matter (SCAPCD, 2001).

The proposed construction activities would occur in multiple phases and nearby sensitive receptors (residents) located
within the vicinity of the project site would be exposed to construction contaminants only for the duration of construction
activity. This brief exposure period would substantially limit exposure to hazardous emissions. Therefore, it is not
anticipated that the proposed project’s construction activity would expose sensitive receptors to substantial diesel PM
concentrations.

Operational Activities

Operational air quality impacts may include emissions from project-generated traffic and project operations, including,
but not limited to, maintenance trips. The predicted maximum daily emissions associated with the project operations
compared to SCAPCD thresholds are summarized in Table 4-3. The proposed operational emissions would not exceed
the SCAPCD thresholds, and therefore operational impacts would be less than significant.

Conclusion

The construction and operational activities proposed by the project, as mitigated and in compliance with regulatory
requirements, would not expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations. Therefore, implementation
of the proposed project would result in a less than significant impact with mitigation incorporated.

d)  Result in other emissions (such as those leading to odors) adversely affecting a substantial number of
people?

The potential for the project to generate emissions of criteria air pollutants and TACs is addressed under impact
discussions lll.a — lll.c above. Some of the emissions that would be generated during the proposed construction activity
also have the potential to generate odors. The discussion below analyzes whether the potential odors from the proposed
project would adversely affect a substantial number of people.

Construction Activities

Due to the subjective nature of odor impacts, the number of variables that can influence the potential for an odor impact,
and the variety of odor sources, there are no quantitative or formulaic methodologies to determine the presence of a
significant odor impact. Rather, air districts often recommend that odor analyses strive to fully disclose all pertinent
information. The intensity of an odor source’s operations and its proximity to sensitive receptors influences the potential
significance of odor emissions.

During the proposed construction activity, there is the potential for the generation of objectionable odors in the form of
equipment/vehicle exhaust and hot asphalt in the immediate vicinity of the proposed activity. Based on the duration of
the proposed construction activity and the rapid dispersal of these emissions with distance, it is not anticipated the
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potential odors would adversely affect a substantial number of people. Impacts would be less than significant in this
regard.

Mitigation Measures

The following mitigation measures have been developed to reduce potential impacts related to Air Quality to less than
significant levels:

Mitigation Measure AQ-1

The construction and demolition contractor shall be responsible for implementing Rule 4.2 and Fugitive Dust Control
Measures to reduce the potential generation of fugitive dust during the proposed construction activities. Compliance
with these requirements shall be required to minimize dust generation during construction activity.

< All active construction areas (for example, parking areas, staging areas, soil piles, graded areas, and unpaved
access roads) shall be watered a minimum of two times per day during the dry season;

< Hydroseed or apply non-toxic soil stabilizers to inactive construction areas;

< Dust-generating activities shall be limited during periods of high winds (over 15 mph);

< Suspend excavation and grading activity when winds exceed 25 mph;

e All haul trucks transporting soil, sand, or other loose material, likely to give rise to airborne dust, shall be
covered,;

e Allvehicle speeds shall be limited to 15 miles per hour within the construction area;

e Promptly remove earth or other tracked out material from paved streets onto which earth, or other material
has been transported by trucking or earth-moving equipment; and

e Conduct digging, backfilling, and paving of utility trenches in such a manner as to minimize the creation of
airborne dust.

Findings

Based upon the review of the information above, with implementation of mitigation measures the proposed project will
have a less than significant impact with respect to Air Quality.
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IV. Biological Resources

The purpose of this section of the Initial Study is to determine the extent to which the project contributes to the physical
deterioration of biological resources. This section describes the biological resources within the project study area, and
the applicable regulations that govern those resources.

Environmental Setting

The study area is situated between approximately 2,680 and 3,230 feet above the mean sea level, with the highest
elevations represented at the most southeastern corner of the study area where Jackson Ranch Road and A29/Big Springs
Road meet. The residential areas that surround half of Lake Shastina was created because of the construction of the
Dwinnell Dam with Shasta River flowing north from the north tip of the lake. The residential area within the study area
has been under development for the past 54 years with road, underground power, water, and sewage improvements
brought to the area to house around 2,400 residents. The habitat within the project area consists of rural residential
development with managed landscapes. The areas not landscaped with fescue grasses and maples are sparse shrubs
consisting of rabbitbrush (Chrysothamnus sp.) and manzanita (Arctostaphylos sp.), mixed with Western juniper (Juniperus
occidentalis) and ponderosa pine (Pinus ponderosa).

Regulatory Setting

This section summarizes current federal, State, and local regulations relevant to the review of Biological Resources for
this project. Regulations that are applicable to the environmental review of biological resource impacts include the
following:

Wetlands and Waters

The United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) has primary federal responsibility for administering regulations that
concern waters of the U.S. (including wetlands). Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (CWA), regulates the discharge of
dredged or fill material into waters of the U.S. The USACE requires that a permit be obtained prior to the placement of
structures within, over, or under navigable waters and/or discharges dredged or fill material into waters below the
ordinary high-water mark (OHWM). The USACE has established a series of nationwide permits (NWP) that authorize
certain activities in waters of the U.S. Under CWA Section 401, a project requiring a USACE Section 404 permit is also
required to obtain a State Water Quality Certification (or waiver) to ensure that the project will not violate established
State water quality standards. The RWQCB regulates waters of the State and has a policy of no-net-loss of wetlands. The
Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) typically requires mitigation for all impacts to wetlands before it will
issue a water quality certification.

Federal Endangered Species Act

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) implement the federal
Endangered Species Act (FESA) of 1973. Under FESA, threatened and endangered species on the federal list and their
habitats are protected from “take” unless a Section 10 Permit is granted to an individual or a Section 7 consultation and
a Biological Opinion with incidental take provisions are rendered from the lead federal agency. Under FESA, habitat loss
is considered to be an impact to the species. Under Section 7 of the FESA, all federal agencies (including the USFWS and
NMEFS) are required to ensure that any action they authorize, fund, or carry out will not likely jeopardize the continued
existence of federally listed species or result in the destruction or adverse modification of critical habitat.

Federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act

Most bird species, (especially those that are breeding, migrating, or of limited distribution) are protected under federal
and/or State regulations. Under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) of 1918, migratory bird species, their nests, and
their eggs are protected from injury or death, and any project-related disturbances during the nesting period.
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Federal Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act

The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act, also known as the Sustainable Fisheries Act (Public
Law 104-297), requires that all federal agencies consult with NMFS on projects authorized, funded, or undertaken by
that agency that may adversely affect Essential Fish Habitat of commercially managed marine and anadromous fish
species.

Federal Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act

This Act provides for the protection of the bald eagle and the golden eagle by prohibiting, except under certain specified
conditions, the taking, possession, and commerce of such birds and their occupied and unoccupied nests.

California Fish and Game Code §1600-1616 (Streambed Alteration)

California Fish and Game Code §1600 et seq., requires that a project proponent notify the California Department of Fish
and Wildlife (CDFW) prior to any work that would divert or obstruct the natural flow of any river, stream, or lake; change
the bed, channel, or bank of any river, stream, or lake; use material from any river, stream, or lake; and/or deposit or
dispose of material into any river, stream, or lake. The project proponent and the CDFW must enter into a Streambed
Alteration Agreement (SAA) prior to an action that would result in such an impact. The SAA will include conditions that
minimize/avoid potentially significant adverse impacts to riparian habitat and waters of the state.

California Fish and Game Code $3503 and 3503.5 (Nesting Bird Protections)

These sections of the Code provide regulatory protection to resident and migratory birds and all birds of prey within the
State and make it unlawful to take, possess, or needlessly destroy the nest or eggs of any bird, except as otherwise
provided by the Code.

California Endangered Species Act

The California Endangered Species Act (CESA) prohibits the take of State-listed threatened and endangered species.
Under CESA, state agencies are required to consult with the CDFW when preparing CEQA documents. The CDFW can
authorize take if an incidental take permit is issued by the Secretary of the Interior in compliance with the FESA, or if the
director of the CDFW issues a permit under §2080 in those cases where it is demonstrated that the impacts are minimized
and mitigated.

California Native Plant Protection Act

The California Native Plant Protection Act (NPPA) (California Fish and Game Code 81900 — 1913) includes measures to
preserve, protect, and enhance rare and endangered native plants. The list of native plants afforded protection pursuant
to the Native Plant Protection Act includes those listed as rare and endangered under the CESA. The NPPA states that no
person will take, possess, sell, or import into the State any rare or endangered native plant, except in compliance with
provisions of the act.

Impact Analysis

The following includes an analysis of environmental parameters related to Biological Resources based on Appendix G of
the State CEQA Guidelines. The discussion not only includes the areas for which there is potential for environmental
impacts but also provides justification for the conclusions that either no impacts, less than significant impacts, or less
than significant impacts with mitigation could occur.
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Mitigation Impact

Significant
. Impact
Would the Project: Incorporated

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat
modifications, on any species identified as a candidate, sensitive,
or special-status species in local or regional plans, policies, or X
regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife or
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

b)  Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other
sensitive natural community identified in local of regional plans,
policies, regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and
Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

C) Have a substantial adverse effect on State or federally protected
wetlands (including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal,
etc.) through direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or
other means?

d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident
or migratory fish or wildlife species or with established native
resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of
native wildlife nursery sites?

e)  Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological
resources, such as a tree preservation policy or ordinance?

f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation
Plan, Natural Community, Conservation Plan, or other approved X
local, regional, or State habitat conservation plan?

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat modifications, on any species
identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special-status species in local or regional plans, policies, or
regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

An evaluation was conducted for the presence or absence of potential habitat for special-status plant and animal species.
CNDDB RareFind, BIOS, and CNPS searches were completed for the 7.5-minute USGS Lake Shastina quadrangle and all
adjacent quadrangles. The databases were queried for historical and existing occurrences of listed species or species
proposed for listing. In addition, a list of all federally-listed species that are known to occur or may occur in the vicinity
was obtained from the USFWS’ IPaC. The critical habitat mapper was reviewed, however no critical habitat was mapped
within or adjacent to the study area.

Special-Status Plant Species

Based on review for the special-status botanical species, 42 special-status botanical species have been reported from the
region consisting of the Lake Shastina quadrangle and the surrounding quadrangles. Of the special-status botanical
species reported for the region, 30 botanical species are considered to have low or no potential to occur within the study
area. Twelve (12) species have a moderate to high potential of occurring within the study area. Species with a moderate
or high potential of occurrence within the study area are described below.

e Woolly balsamroot (Balsamorhiza lanata) is a perennial herb in the Asteraceae family. It is neither state nor
federally listed but has a CRPR of 1B.2 and a heritage rank of G3/S3. Its elevation range is reported from 2,624
to 3,444 feet above sea level. Within its range in northern California, its blooming period is reported as April to
June. This species is reported in cismontane woodland and is typically found in rocky and volcanic areas. There
are 34 occurrences that have been observed and reported within the nine-quad search, with the most recent
occurrence within the Weed quad in 2003. This recorded occurrence was less than a mile from the study area
situated southwest of Jackson Ranch Road.
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e Greene’s mariposa-lily (Calochortus greenei) is a perennial herb in the Liliaceae family. It is neither state nor
federally listed but has a CRPR of 1B.2 and a heritage rank of G3/52S3. Its elevation is reported from 3,395 to
6,200 feet above sea level. Within its range in northern California, its blooming period is reported as June to
August. This species is reported in cismontane woodland and is typically found in rocky and volcanic areas.
Within the nine-quad search, numerous Rarefind occurrences are reported, the nearest is approximately 8 miles
northeast of the study area with an observation date in 2011.

< Shasta chaenactis (Chaenactis suffrutescens) is a perennial herb in the Asteraceae family. It is neither state nor
federally listed but has a CRPR of 1B.3 and a heritage rank of G2G3/52S3. Its elevation is reported from 2,460to
9,185 feet. Within its range in California, its blooming period is May to September. This species is reported in
lower montane coniferous forest and is typically found in sandy or serpentinite areas. There are 10 Rarefind
occurrences within the nine-quad search. The most recent observation was reported in 2007, approximately 4.4
miles east of the study area.

e Modoc green-gentian (Frasera albicaulis var. modocensis) is a perennial herb in the Gentianaceae family. It is
neither state nor federally listed but has a CRPR of 2B.3 and a heritage rank of G5T3T4/S2S3. Its elevation is
reported from 2,995 to 5,740 feet. Within its range in California, its blooming period is May to July. The species
is reported in great basin grassland within openings. There are 2 Rarefind occurrences within the nine-quad
search, with the most recent finding reported in 1940.

e Alkali hymenoxys (Hymenoxys lemmonii) is a perennial herb in the Asteraceae family. It is neither state nor
federally listed but has a CRPR of 2B.2 and a heritage rank of G4/S2S3. Its elevation is reported from 785 to
11,125 feet. Within its range in California, its blooming period is May to September. This species is reported in
Great Basin scrub and lower montane coniferous forest. There are 8 Rarefind occurrences within the nine-quad
search with the closest being approximately 7.3 miles southwest of the study area reported in 1997.

e Baker’s globe mallow (lliamna bakeri) is a perennial herb in the Malvaceae family. It is neither state nor federally
listed but has a CRPR of 4.2 and a heritage rank of G4/S3. Its elevation is reported from 3,280 to 8,205 feet.
Within its range in California, its blooming period is June to September. This species is reported in chaparral,
great basin scrub, lower montane coniferous forest, and pinyon and juniper woodland areas that are volcanic.
Within the nine-quad search, 1 occurrence from 1969 was reported 3.7 miles east of the study area.

e Peck’s lomatium (Lomatium peckianum) is a perennial herb in the Apiaceae family. It is neither state nor
federally listed but has CRPR of 2B.2 and a heritage rank of G4/S1. Its elevation is reported from 2,295 to 5,905
feet above sea level. Within its range in California, its blooming period is April to June. This species is reported
in chaparral, cismontane woodland, lower montane coniferous forest, and pinyon and juniper woodland with
volcanic soil. There are 3 Rarefind occurrences within the nine-quad search, the most recent finding reported
in 2012, 3.72 miles southwest of the study area.

e Brittle prickly-pear (Opuntia fragilis) is a perennial stem in the Cactaceae family. It is neither state nor federally
listed but has a CRPR of 2B.1 and a heritage rank of G5/S1. Its elevation is reported from 2,690 to 2,885 feet
above sea level. Within its range in California, its blooming period is April to July. This species is reported in
pinyon and juniper woodland within volcanic areas. There are 2 Rarefind occurrences within the nine-quad
search, the closest being approximately 5 miles northwest of the study area in 2005.

e Shasta orthocarpus (Orthocarpus pachystachyus) is an annual herb in the Orobanchaceae family. It is neither
state nor federally listed but has a CRPR of 1B.1 and a heritage rank of G1/S1. Its elevation is reported from
2,755 to 2,790 feet above sea level. Within its range, the blooming period is in May. This species is reported in
great basin scrub, meadows, seeps, valley and foothill grasslands. There are 2 Rarefind occurrences within the
nine-quad search, with the most recent and closest reported 6 miles southwest of the study area in 1998.

e Cooke’s phacelia (Phacelia cookei) is an annual herb in the Hydrophyllaceae family. It is neither state nor
federally listed but has a CRPR of 1B.1 and a heritage rank of G1/S1. Its elevation is reported from 3,595 to 5,580
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feet above sea level. Within its range, its blooming period is June to July. This species is reported in Great Basin
scrub and lower montane coniferous forest with sandy and volcanic soils. There are 2 Rarefind occurrences nine-
quad search, with the closest being 2 miles east of the study area in 1985.

e Hairy Marsh hedge-nettle (Stachys Pilosa) is a perennial rhizomatous herb in the Lamiaceae family. It is neither
state nor federally listed but has a CRPR of 2B.3 and a heritage rank of G5/S3. Its elevation is reported from
3,935 to 5,805 feet above sea level. Within its range, its blooming period is June to August. This species is
reported in great basin scrub, meadows, and seeps. There is 1 Rarefind occurrence within the nine-quad search
that is approximately 3.70 miles northwest of the study area in 2010.

e Henderson'’s triteleia (Triteleia hendersonii) is a perennial herb in the Themidaceae family. It is neither state nor
federally listed but has a CRPR of 2B.2 and a heritage rank of G4/S1. Its elevation is reported from 2,495 to 3,935
feet above sea level. Within its range, its blooming period is May to July. This species is reported in cismontane
woodland. There is 1 Rarefind occurrence within the nine-quad search, 4.70 miles southwest of the study area
in 1956.

These species would not have been identifiable at the time of the field survey but could potentially be present at the
water tank and pump station sites. Mitigation Measure BIO-1 requires a botanical field survey to be conducted by a
qualified biologist in the spring when special-status plants known to occur in the region would be identifiable. The survey
shall be conducted pursuant to applicable regulatory agency protocols and guidelines. In the event that special-status
plant species are present, a suitable buffer zone(s) shall be determined by a qualified biologist in consultation with the
applicable regulatory agency, and exclusionary fencing shall be placed prior to commencement of construction. If
avoidance is not feasible, a detailed mitigation plan subject to regulatory agency review and approval would be prepared
and implemented by the District. Implementation of Mitigation Measure BIO-1 ensures that impacts to special-status
plant species are less than significant.

Special-Status Animal Species

Based on a review of special-status animal species, 43 special-status animal species have been reported with the
potential to occur in the project region consisting of the Lake Shastina quadrangle and the surrounding quadrangles. Of
the special-status animal species potentially occurring in the region, 30 animal species are considered to have no or a

low potential to occur at the project site and 13 species have a moderate to high potential. Species with a moderate or
high potential for occurrence within the study area are described below.

Amphibians
No special-status amphibians have a moderate or high potential to occur within the study area.

Birds

The Cooper’s Hawk (Accipiter cooperii) occupies woodlands, open and interrupted and marginal habitats. Nests are
primarily in riparian areas with deciduous trees, in canyons bottoms, and among live pines and spruces. It is not listed
under CESA or FESA but is on the CDFW Watch List and has heritage ranking of G5/S4. Suitable habitat exists within the
study area for this species, and it was detected. The project will not directly impact suitable habitat for this species. Noise
disturbance from project activities has the potential to impact this species during the nesting season.

The golden eagle (Aquila chrysaetos) occupies cliff-walled canyons for nesting along with large trees in open areas and
prefers rolling foothills, sage-juniper flats, and mountain areas. It is not listed under CESA or FESA, but is on the CDFW
Watch List, listed as Sensitive and Fully Protected, is a USFWS Bird of Conservation Concern, and has heritage ranking of
G5/S3. Although this species was not detected, suitable habitat does exist within the study area. The project will not
directly impact suitable habitat for this species.
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The great blue heron (Ardea Herodias) is found in wetlands, riparian forests, and marshes. They typically nest on north
slopes near water in rookeries in large trees that are red fir, lodgepole pine, Jeffrey pine, or aspens. It is not listed under
CESA or FESA but is listed as Sensitive by CDFW and has a heritage ranking of G5/54. Suitable habitat exists within the
study area for this species, and it was detected. The project will not directly impact suitable habitat for this species.

The black tern (Chlidonias niger) prefers large freshwater wetlands, dense marshes, river edges, and lakes. They nest in
areas of shallow and still water sheltered by cattails and bulrushes. It is not listed under either CESA or FESA but has a
heritage ranking of G4G5/S2. Although this species was not detected, suitable habitat does exist within the study area.
The project will not directly impact suitable habitat for this species.

The prairie falcon (Falco mexicanus) occupies grassland and scrub in dry and open terrain. Nesting sites can be found on
cliffs and it forages long distances for prey. It is not listed under either federal or California endangered species acts but
is on the CDFW Watch List and has a heritage ranking of G5/54. Although this species was not detected, suitable habitat
does exist within the study area. The project will not directly impact suitable habitat for this species.

The bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) can be found near rivers and lake margins. Most nests will be within a mile of
water and will be in tall protruding conifer trees. Itis delisted from FESA but is Endangered under CESA with special status
by CDFW of Fully Protected and Sensitive and by USFWS as a Bird of Conservation Concern. The bald eagle has a heritage
ranking of G5/S3. Although this species was not detected, suitable habitat does exist within the study area. The project
will not directly impact suitable habitat for this species.

The California gull (Larus californicus) favors shorelines, lakes and marshes. They nest in large groups on islands within
strongly alkaline lakes. It is not listed under CESA or FESA but is on the CDFW Watch List and listed as a Bird of
Conservation Concern by USFWS. The California gull has a heritage ranking of G5/54. Suitable habitat exists within the
study area for this species and it was detected. The project will not directly impact suitable habitat for this species.

The double-crested cormorant (Nannopterum auritum) is found near lakes and ponds with perching areas. It forms
breeding colonies in fresh or strongly alkaline lakes. It is not listed under CESA or FESA but is on the CDFW Watch List and
has heritage ranking of G5/S4. Suitable habitat exists within the study area for this species, and it was detected. The
project will not directly impact suitable habitat for this species.

The osprey (Pandion haliaetus) occupies any fish-filed water, including rivers, reservoirs, and lakes. They build nests on
top of elevated telephone or power poles and treetops near bodies of water with large amounts of fish. It is not listed
under CESA or FESA, but is considered Sensitive, is on the CDFW Watch List, and has heritage ranking of G5/54. Suitable
habitat exists within the study area for this species, and it was detected. The project will not directly impact suitable
habitat for this species. Noise disturbance from project activities has the potential to impact this species during the
nesting season.

The bank swallow (Riparia riparia) can be found in riparian scrub, riparian woodlands, and swamp edges. It requires
vertical banks/cliffs with fine-textured/sandy soils near streams, rivers, and lakes to dig nesting holes. It is not listed
under FESA, but under CESA is listed as Threatened, listed as Sensitive by CDFW, and has heritage ranking of G5/S2.
Although this species was not detected, suitable habitat does exist within the study area. The project will not directly
impact suitable habitat for this species.

The yellow warbler (Setophaga petechia) favors open woodlands, swamp edges, and streams below 9,000 feet. Nests
are built near streamside thickets in willows, hawthorns, dogwoods, and white cedars, 10-40 ft off the ground. It is not
listed under CESA or FESA and has heritage ranking of G5/5354. Although this species was not detected, suitable habitat
does exist within the study area. The project will not directly impact suitable habitat for this species.

Refer to impact discussion IV.d, below. With implementation of Mitigation Measure BIO-3 impacts would be less than
significant.
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Fishes

No special-status fishes have a moderate or high potential to occur within the study area.
Insects

No special-status insects have a moderate or high potential to occur within the study area.
Mammals

The North American porcupine (Erethizon dorsatum) occupies forested habitats in a wide variety of coniferous and mixed
woodlands within the Sierra Nevada, Cascade, and Coast ranges. It is not listed under FESA and CESA and has heritage
ranking of G5/S3. Although this species was not detected, suitable habitat does exist within the study area. The project
will not directly impact suitable habitat for this species.

Reptiles

The western pond turtle (Emys marmorata) occupies ponds, marshes, rivers and stream below 6,000 ft elevation. They
require upland habitat 0.5 kilometers (km) from water for egg-laying. It is not listed under CESA or FESA, but is listed as
SSC, Vulnerable, and Sensitive with a heritage ranking of G5/S3S4. Although this species was not detected, suitable
habitat does exist within the study area. The project will not directly impact suitable habitat for this species.

b)  Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural community identified
in local of regional plans, policies, regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service?

Implementation of the proposed project will not involve vegetation or soil disturbance within 50 feet of a stream or
drainage and will not have hydrological impacts to any adjacent jurisdictional (Regional Water Quality Control Board
[RWQCB] or California Department of Fish and Wildlife [CDFW]) features. Minor soil disturbance would be required at
several locations that vary from 170 feet to 5,000 feet away from the riparian habitat to replace fire hydrants, water tank
4, and the new pump house station. Project components as they relate to distance to water features are as follows:

e LostLake’s (northwest of Lake Shastina) three closest utility upgrades are to fire hydrant #292 at 533 feet to the
nearest water feature, fire hydrant #294 at 570 feet to the nearest water feature, and fire hydrant #295 at 590
feet to the nearest water feature.

e Lake Shastina’s three closest upgrades are to fire hydrant #293 at 300 feet to the nearest water feature; fire
hydrant #286 at 335 feet to the nearest water feature; fire hydrant #294 at 360 feet to the nearest water feature.

e Shasta River’s five closest utility upgrades are fire hydrant #277 at 172 feet to the nearest water feature, fire
hydrant #266 at 205 feet to the nearest water feature, fire hydrant #265 at 235 feet to the nearest water feature,
fire hydrant #267 at 264 feet to the nearest water feature, and fire hydrant #268 at 275 feet to the nearest
water feature.

Best Management Practices will be implemented during construction to minimize erosion and sediment impacts to these
adjacent habitats.

The introduction and spread of noxious weeds during construction activities has the potential to impact natural
communities. Each noxious weed identified by the California Department of Agriculture receives a rating that reflects the
importance of the pest, the likelihood that eradication or control efforts would be successful, and the present distribution
of the pest within the state. Noxious weeds observed in the Project area are of widespread distribution in the County,
and further spread of these weeds is not anticipated. However, other noxious weeds could be introduced into the Project
area if unwashed construction vehicles are used from outside of the County. Mitigation Measure BIO-2 reduces potential
impacts related to the introduction and spread of noxious weeds to a less than significant level.
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c) Have a substantial adverse effect on State or federally protected wetlands (including, but not limited to,
marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other
means?

The project site is located entirely within an upland area that is predominantly developed and does not contain any
potentially regulated waters or wetlands or the United States or State. Additionally, there are no areas on the project
site capable of supporting wetlands or riparian vegetation. As noted above, Lake Shastina is located adjacent to the
project site that is jurisdictional. However, no construction activities will encroach into Lake Shastina or any other
potentially regulated water feature adjacent to the project site. Therefore, implementation of the proposed project
would not result in impacts to any State or federally protected waters or wetlands and no mitigation or permitting are
required. No impact would occur in this regard.

d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or migratory fish or wildlife species or
with established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of native wildlife nursery
sites?

Wildlife Corridors

Wildlife movement corridors, also referred to as dispersal corridors or landscape linkages, are generally defined as linear
features along which animals can travel from one habitat or resource area to another. There are no defined wildlife
corridors within the Lake Shastina community, though migratory birds fly over and utilize Lake Shastina. The Shasta River
is blocked by Dwinell Dam creating Lake Shastina, and the project does not propose any activities that would impact the
dam, lake or Shasta River.

The northern half of the project site is within the far western edge of the Siskiyou Mule deer (Odocoileus hemionus)
winter range migration corridor and migration stopovers. Mule deer migrate for winter from mid-November to mid-
January which begins in the Dorris area and ends near the Day area. Spring migration for mule deer occurs between April
and May depending on snow levels.

The project site is approximately 5 miles southwest of the documented 2016-2020 elk migration area in East Shasta
Valley. Elk will spend their time during the winter months (December-February) on private ranches in the Shasta Valley
and then in the spring (March-May) they will move south and east to the Grass Lake area. Their summer range includes
Grass Lake, Bull Meadows, and Deer Mountain. The elk herd in this area is called the Shasta Valley Herd and is a mix of
Rocky Mountain (Cervus canadensis nelsoni) and Roosevelt Elk (Cervus canadensis roosevelti). Water courses and their
associated riparian zones, due to complex structure providing cover, are likely the primary movement corridors for
smaller mammals within the study area. Additionally, wildlife may use roads and trails that provide openings in areas of
dense vegetation.

Since the project is being developed on areas previously developed by other activities and is within an area that has been
allocated for residential, recreation and associated uses, this project will not have a direct impact on deer wintering range
as the winter range vegetation has either been removed or severely altered by previous projects. During construction,
human activity in the project site may temporarily impede the movement of wildlife. However, it is anticipated that these
animal species will alter their routes by moving around the construction areas. The only fencing proposed would be
around the water tank and pump house sites; therefore, implementation of the proposed project will not divide or
otherwise restrict deer or elk from migrating through this area as part of seasonal migrations to winter forage. No long
term impacts would occur.

Nesting Migratory Birds

The project area is located within the Pacific Flyway, and it is possible that migratory birds could nest in or adjacent to
the project area. Nesting migratory birds, if present, could be directly or indirectly affected by construction activities.
Direct effects could include mortality resulting from removal of a tree/shrub containing an active nest with eggs or chicks,
or construction equipment operating in an area containing an active nest. Indirect effects could include nest
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abandonment by adults in response to loud noise levels or human encroachment, or a reduction in the amount of food
available to young birds due to changes in feeding behavior by adults.

In the local area, most birds nest between February 1 and August 31. As required by Mitigation Measure BIO-3, the
potential for adversely affecting nesting birds can be greatly minimized by removing vegetation and conducting
construction activities either before February 1 or after August 31. If this is not possible, a nesting survey would be
conducted within one week prior to removal of vegetation and/or the start of construction. If active nests are found in
the Project area, work would need to be postponed in the vicinity of the nests until after the young have fledged. Further,
to prevent nest abandonment and mortality of chicks and eggs, vegetation removal and construction activities would not
occur within 500 feet of an active nest unless a smaller buffer zone is authorized by CDFW and/or USFWS. If required by
the agencies, a qualified biologist would monitor active nests during construction for signs of disturbance to the nesting
birds.

Therefore, because construction activities that may impede the movement of wildlife are a temporary impact that would
cease at completion of the project, and Mitigation Measure BIO-3 would reduce the potential for adversely affecting
nesting birds, the proposed project would have a less than significant impact on the movement of any native resident or
migratory fish, or wildlife species and would not impact migratory wildlife corridors.

e)  Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, such as a tree preservation
policy or ordinance?

Siskiyou County does not have a tree preservation ordinance, nor are there other local policies or ordinances related to
the protection of biological resources that would apply to the proposed project. Therefore, the project would have no
impact on any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources such as a Tree Protection Ordinance. No impact
would occur in this regard.

f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community, Conservation
Plan, or other approved local, regional, or State habitat conservation plan?

A Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) is a federal planning document that is prepared pursuant to Section 10 of the Federal
Endangered Species Act (FESA). A Natural Community Conservation Plan (NCCP) is a State planning document
administered by CDFW. There are no HCPs, NCCPs or other habitat conservation plans that apply to the proposed project.
No impact would occur in this regard.

Mitigation Measures

The following mitigation measures have been developed to reduce potential impacts related to Biological Resources to
less than significant levels:

Mitigation Measure BIO-1

A botanical field survey shall be conducted by a qualified biologist in the spring when special status plants known to occur
in the region would be identifiable. The survey shall be conducted pursuant to applicable regulatory agency protocols
and guidelines. In the unlikely event that special-status plant species are present, a suitable buffer zone(s) shall be
determined by a qualified biologist in consultation with the applicable regulatory agency, and exclusionary fencing shall
be placed prior to commencement of construction.

If avoidance is not possible, the District shall consult with the applicable regulatory agency to determine a satisfactory
method of mitigation. Typical mitigation includes collecting and propagating seeds, and replanting the seedlings in a
protected area, or transplanting the individual plants to a protected area. A detailed mitigation plan shall be submitted
to the applicable regulatory agency for review and approval. The plan shall identify the mitigation site, methods to be
employed to create offsetting special-status plant habitat, success criteria, monitoring requirements, remedial measures,
and/or other pertinent data to ensure successful replacement of the affected plant populations. Mitigation shall be
undertaken concurrently with or in advance of the start of project construction.
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Mitigation Measure BIO-2

The potential for introduction and spread of noxious weeds shall be avoided/minimized by the following:

e Using only certified weed-free erosion control materials, mulch, and seed,;

e Limiting any import or export of fill material to material that is known to be weed free; and

* Requiring the construction contractor to thoroughly wash all equipment at a commercial wash facility prior to
entering the County. If the equipment has most recently been used within the County, cleaning is not required.

Mitigation Measure BIO-3

To avoid impacts to nesting birds, and/or raptors, protected under California Fish and Game Code Section 3503 and
Section 3503.5, including their nests and eggs, one of the following shall be implemented:

= Vegetation removal and ground-disturbance activities shall occur between September 15t and January 315t when
birds are not nesting; or

e If vegetation removal and ground disturbance activities occur during the nesting season, a pre-construction
nesting survey shall be conducted by a qualified biologist to identify active nests in and adjacent to the project
area.

Surveys shall begin prior to sunrise and continue until vegetation and nests have been thoroughly observed. The survey
shall take into account acoustic impacts and line-of-sight project disturbances to determine a sufficient survey radius to
maximize observations of nesting birds. A nesting bird survey report should be prepared and, at a minimum, the report
should include a description of the area surveyed, date and time of the survey, ambient conditions, bird species observed,
a description of any active nests observed, any evidence of breeding behaviors (e.g., courtship, carrying nest materials
or food, etc.), and a description of any outstanding conditions that may have impacted the survey results (e.g., weather
conditions, excess noise, presence of predators).

If an active nest is located during pre-construction surveys, a non-disturbance buffer should be established around the
nest by a qualified biologist in consultation with CDFW and United States Fish and Wildlife Service to comply with Fish
and Game Code Sections 3503 and 3503.5 and the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. Compliance measures may include, but are
not limited to, exclusion buffers, sound-attenuation measures, seasonal work closures based on the known biology and
life history of the species identified during the survey, as well as ongoing monitoring by biologists. Nesting bird surveys
should be conducted no more than seven days prior to the initiation of construction. If construction activities are delayed
or suspended for more than seven days after the pre-construction nesting bird survey, the site should be resurveyed.

Findings

Based upon the review of the information above, with implementation of mitigation measures the proposed project will
have a less than significant impact with respect to Biological Resources.

Documentation and References

SHN (SHN Consulting Engineers and Geologists). 2023a. Biological Report for Lake Shastina Community Services
Infrastructure Improvement Project. February 2023.
SHN. 2023b. Preliminary Engineering Report for Drinking Water System Improvements. December 2023.
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V. Cultural Resources

The purpose of the section of the Initial Study is to identify any potential cultural resources within or adjacent to the
proposed project, and to assist the Lead Agency, in this case the Shasta County, in determining whether such resources
meet the office definitions of “historical resources,” as provided in the California Public Resources Code (PRC), in
particular under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

CEQA requires a lead agency to determine whether a project may have a significant effect on historical resources (Section
21084.1). If it can be demonstrated that a project will cause damage to resources Eligible for or Listed in the California
Register of Historic Resources (CRHR), Tribal Cultural Resources (TCRs) and other resources on county or local lists, or
those determined by the lead agency to be significant, the lead agency may require reasonable efforts be made to permit
any or all of the resources to be preserved in place or left in an undisturbed state. To the extent that they cannot be left
undisturbed, mitigation measures are required (Section 21083.2[a], [b], and [c]).

The analysis in this section has been prepared in accordance with Section 15064.5 of the State CEQA Guidelines, which
considers the potential impacts on prehistoric, historic, and paleontological resources. This section describes the
potential cultural resources within the project study area, and the applicable regulations that govern those resources
and is based on the following evaluations:

e  Phase | Cultural Resources Inventory for the Lake Shastina Community Services District Drinking Water
Improvement Project, prepared by DZC Archaeology and Cultural Resource Management, December 2023.

The information provided below is an abridged version of the cultural resources report and is provided here to afford a
brief context of the potential cultural resources in the project area. Information on the specific location of prehistoric
and historic sites is confidential and exempt from the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) and the California Public Records
Act (CPRA); therefore, this information has been redacted for use in this Initial Study and the cultural resource reports
are not included as attachments. Professionally qualified individuals, as determined by the California Office of Historic
Preservation (OHP), may contact the Lake Shastina Community Services District (District) in order to inquire about its
availability.

Environmental Setting

The proposed project is located in Township 42 North, Range 5 West, sections 1, 2, 11, & 12; Township 43 North, Range
5 West, sections 25, 26, 31, 35, & 36 of the USGS 7.5-Minute Series Lake Shastina, Juniper Peak, Weed, and Hotlum
Quadrangles of the Mount Diablo Meridian. The project comprises 302 discontiguous work locations each containing at
least one of the following components: water pump, well, tank, or a fire hydrants. The aggregate total of the Area of
Potential Effects (APE) is 44.5 acres encompassed within a 3,422-acre project study area.

Two built environment complexes were noted during the survey; the Lake Shastina wastewater treatment and delivery
system, and the Lake Shastina Golf Course and Resort. The structural constituents within the APE units (tanks, hydrant,
pumps, etc.) are joined to the Lake Shastina water system, all of which eventually connect to the Lake Shastina
wastewater treatment facility located a quarter mile north of the APE.

Prehistoric Context

California prehistory is divided into three broad temporal periods that reflect similar cultural characteristics throughout
the state: Paleoindian Period (c. 9,000-6,000 BCE), Archaic Period (6,000 BCE-CE 500), and Emergent Period (CE 500-
Historic Contact). The Archaic is divided further into Lower (6,000-3,000 BCE), Middle (3,000-1,000 BCE), and Upper
(1,000BCE-CE 500) Periods, governed by climatic and environmental variables, such as the drying of pluvial lakes at the
transition from the Paleoindian to the Lower Archaic.

Lake Shastina Drinking Water Improvements 44



Lake Shastina
Community Services District
Final Initial Study (SCH No. 2024071135)

The project area lies in what is described as the Cascade subregion of the Northeastern California Archaeological Region,
which is one of eight arbitrary organizational divisions of the State. The Cascade subregion extends southward from the
Oregon border to the Central Valley, between the crest of the Klamath Mountains on the west and the Modoc Plateau
on the east. Two important obsidian flows are found within this subregion: Glass Mountain and Medicine Lake Highlands
in eastern Siskiyou County. Based on environmental factors, it was possible for human occupation in the Cascade
subregion as early as 10,000 years ago during the Paleoindian Period.

The earliest definite evidence of human occupation in north-central California is from the site CA-SHA-475 located north
of Redding and south of the present project area on Squaw Creek, where a charcoal-based C-14 date suggests initial
Native American presence around 6,500years ago. Continuous use of the region is indicated on the basis of evidence
from this and other regional sites. Most of the artifactual material dating to this early time period suggests cultural
affiliation with the Borax Lake area, with large wide-stemmed projectile points and manos and metates being the most
prominent artifact types represented.

The possibility exists that this early culture represents Hokan-speaking peoples who were related to those who
subsequently expanded into the northern Sierra Nevada, the southern Cascades, the northern Coast Ranges, and the
southern Klamath Mountains. Sometime around CE 100-200, the first major disruption of this Hokan-speaking population
by Penutian immigrants occurred to the south. Eventually, these later arrivals displaced at least some of the Hokan
populations who had been occupying the Sacramento Valley floor and the margins of the Sacramento River and may
have forced the northward migration of Hokan-speaking groups, which had been occupying sections of the Sacramento
River Canyon north of Redding and south of Mt. Shasta and Weed. The Penutian-speaking immigrants were still
expanding into areas previously occupied by Hokan speakers at the time of initial contact with Euro-American
populations circa CE 1850.

Ethnographic Context

The four ethnographic cultural geographical divisions of the Shastan peoples are the Okwanuchu, along the upper
Sacramento; the New River Shasta and the Konomihu in the Salmon River watershed; and the Shasta proper, farthest to
the north.

The Shastans spoke four languages which were subdivisions of the Hokan Language family: Konomihu, New River Shasta,
Okwanuchu, and Shasta. The tribal name was possibly derived from susti’ka, a Shasta village or social unit in the vicinity
of Yreka (Silver 1978). Shastan territory extended from the Rogue River in Oregon, down into the central Klamath River
watershed amid the Cascade, Klamath, and Scott Mountains, and south to the Salmon and upper Sacramento Rivers.

Permanent winter villages were located along the major rivers and tributaries; in the spring, the families moved into
brush houses and remained in them through the summer; during acorn season, single family bark houses were used; and
during the fall hunt, families camped out. The basic social unit for the Shastan was the family, although the village may
also be considered a social as well as a political and economic unit. The Shastan family was bilateral with a patrilineal
bias, and it was not uncommon for an entire village to be made up of only one family (Silver 1978).

As with most other northern California Indian groups, the Shastan were hunters and gatherers who practiced an annual
subsistence round based on a series of seasonal moves designed to ensure their arrival at specific areas during the peak
period of productivity for certain resources. Thus, economic life revolved around hunting, fishing, and collecting plant
foods, with deer, salmon, and acorns representing primary staples. The collection and processing of these various food
resources was accomplished with the use of a wide variety of wooden, bone, and stone tools. These included bows and
arrows, spears, traps, nets, slings, and blinds for hunting land mammals and birds; and harpoons, hooks, salmon gigs,
nets, and weirs for fish. Woven tools, seed beaters, burden baskets, and carrying nets and sharpened digging sticks were
used to collect plant resources. For food processing, a variety of tools were used, including bedrock and portable mortars
(predominantly basket and hopper mortars) and pestles, stone knives, stone scrapers, and a variety of bone tools. The
Shastan groups also carved acorn mush stirring paddles, and each person had his or her own eating baskets, along with
wooden spoons. The Shastan groups produced simple closed work and openwork twined baskets but relied heavily on
imported basketry.
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The Shastan and other northern California tribes had little to no contact with Europeans until the 1820s, when a few fur
trappers passed through their lands on their way from the northwest coast south into the Sacramento River Valley. The
1849 California Gold Rush, however, quickly brought miners and settlers to the territory, and the Shasta were soon
crowded out of their primary hunting grounds and fisheries along the rivers. With the start of permanent Euro American
logging and farming settlements, there were active campaigns to exterminate the Shastans and the other tribes in the
region. Leaders of the Shastan peoples signed the treaty of 1852 that was brought to all the Native American tribes of
California, in which they were offered large protected regional reservations for forfeiting their title to the rest of the
State. This treaty was never ratified, and the Shastans played a prominent role in the Rogue River Indian wars, which
lasted from 1850 to 1857.

By the 1870s, the Shastan population and way of life had been impacted drastically by the influx of Euro- Americans.
Calculations based on the number of settlements in 1852 led Kroeber to suggest a total population of 2,000 for all Shastan
language speaking groups, while Cook estimated the pre-contact population at 3,000.

In 1925, Kroeber asserted that there were no more living Okwanuchu. After little over a century of contact, it was
estimated that there were 36 Shastans living on the Quartz Valley Rancheria. Today, the majority of Shastan people are
affiliated with the Quartz Valley, Grande Ronde, and Siletz Indian Reservations while others have been inducted into the
neighboring Karuk or Pit River tribes.

Historic Era

In the 1820s and 30s, the first European Americans exploring and utilizing resources in the vicinity were the Hudson Bay
Company fur trappers. These historical figures, namely Peter Skene Ogden, Alexander McLeod, Michel LaFramboise, and
John Work, were instrumental in opening the area which led to the subsequent development of the Oregon to California
Trail and settlement in Siskiyou County.

By Act on March 22, 1852, the County of Siskiyou came into being, created from the northern part of Shasta County and
portions of Klamath County. Yreka has continuously been the county seat. The Siskiyou Trail runs through the county, a
trail based on Native American trails, which was expanded by Hudson's Bay Company trappers in the early 1800s. The
trail connected the Central Valley of California and the Pacific Northwest. The trail was further expanded during the Gold
Rush years (ibid) which greatly influenced the history of the region.

The arrival of a significant number of gold miners prompted many individuals to settle onto the land to produce the
needed goods and supplies sought by the miners. Many families went into the ranching and dairying industry. Within the
Shasta Valley, local ranchers and farmers grew grass hay, potatoes, melons, dry beans, onions, cabbages, corn, squash,
garlic, saffron, cumin, alfalfa, and peppers. Flour and grist mills were established as were distilleries, which were supplied
by the numerous orchards.

Initially, many of the early ranches produced hay relying on their own water supply. Agricultural irrigation in the region
typically relied on surface water diversion ditches and canals built in the nineteenth century as well as ground water.
According to the Yreka Journal “ by 1878, there were 98 mining ditches of 600 miles in total length; and 20 irrigation
ditches supplying 10,000 acres. By 1881, there were 250 miles of ditches ‘of some magnitude’ for mining and irrigation
in the county (SCCLRMP 2023:74)”. The industrious Prather brothers bought large amount of acreage in and north of
Montague, California, and soon realized the need for additional water to increase land production.

While subsequent pumping stations and ditches extended some of the farmable land, it was the arrival of a young doctor
from Chicago in 1891 who became a local icon and benevolent financier in Siskiyou County. Dr. Dwinnell, a Montague
resident, soon became an advocate for water. Between 1913 and 1915, Dr. Dwinnell helped establish the Shasta River,
Big Springs, and Mt. Shasta Land Company water districts. Seeking potential water diversion systems to areas in Shasta
Valley, a topographical map revealed a natural reservoir site 15 miles southeast of Montague.

On April 13, 1925, the Montague Water Conservation District was formed. Enticed with the potential to have a large lake
gravity feed water along a canal with lateral ditches to 23,000 acres in Shasta Valley, the District began feasibility studies.
As construction began in 1926, it was soon apparent that the underlying lithography of the reservoir was riddled with
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leakage problems. After numerous financial disasters amongst the farmers and investors, the reservoir gradually retained
more water as lake silt and debris naturally worked their way into the crevices.

The Shasta valley continues to be conducive to raising cattle and sheep for market — often by families of the original
homesteaders. Raising cattle and the production of hay is still evident although the large ranch holdings are gradually
yielding to the development of smaller parcels of land. While the lake water is still used for irrigation purposes, the area
of Lake Shastina, since the 1970s, has been an area of interest for increased real-estate development.

During more prosperous times, the new construction of homes and structures appear in areas that were once pasture.
More homes, too, are constructed in timbered areas that are prone to wildland fires with limited escape routes. The Lake
Shastina Golf Resort was built in 1973 with a 27-hole course designed by the famous design team of Robert Trent Jones
Senior and his son, Robert Trent Jones Junior. Featuring two golf courses and a modest resort, it has the added attraction
of being practically located at the base of Mt. Shasta.

More homes called for increased fire response, prompting the organization of the Shastina Fire Department in 1928. It
was formed after two disastrous fires in 1927 and 1928 where a number of homes and businesses in Shastina were
destroyed. The increase in residential and resort-oriented density of structures around the golf course eventually
dictated that an additional fire department at Lake Shastina was formed in 1971. As the Mill Fire in 2022 burned over 50
homes in Lake Shatina, the need for a reliable fire suppression system is evident. As such, nearly every home in Lake
Shastina has its own hydrant at the junction of the parcel and the main roadway.

Sensitivity

The results of archival research, the Sacred Lands Search, previous surveys adjacent to and within the study area, and
the environmental context all contribute to an assessment of the sensitivity level for a given project area. Based on the
geomorphological and topographic characteristics of the project area, the results of the records and literature search,
the age the soils mapped in the area, and the level of historic disturbance, the APE is considered to have a moderate
potential for buried prehistoric resources and a moderate potential for prehistoric and historic resource surface
resources in areas of low to no ground disturbance.

Regulatory Setting

This section summarizes current federal, State, and local regulations relevant to the review of Cultural Resources for this
project. Ordinances, regulations, or standards that are applicable to the environmental review of biological resource
impacts include the following:

National Register of Historic Places

To be eligible for listing on the National Register, a resource must be significant in American history, architecture,
archaeology, engineering, or culture, and generally must be greater than 50 years in age. Districts, sites, buildings,
structures, and objects of potential significance must meet one or more of the following four established criteria (36 CFR
Section 60.4):

e Criterion A. Properties that are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history.

e Criterion B. Properties that are associated with the lives of persons significant to our past.

e Criterion C. Properties that embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction,
or that represent the work of a master; or that possess high artistic values; or that represent a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction.

e Criterion D. Properties that have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.
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In addition to these criteria, a resource must retain integrity to be considered eligible for listing on the NRHP. Integrity is
the authenticity of the physical identity that is evidenced by the survival of characteristics that existed during the
resource’s period of significance. Resources must retain enough of their character or appearance to be recognizable as
resources and to convey the reasons for their significance. Integrity is the ability of a property to convey its significance.
To be listed in the NRHP, a property must not only be shown to be significant under the National Register criteria, but it
must also possess integrity. The evaluation of a historic property’s integrity is sometimes a subjective judgment, but it
must always be grounded in an understanding of the property’s physical elements and how they relate to its significance.
National Register Bulletin 15 describes seven aspects of integrity used in order to determine a historic property’s
integrity:

1. Location. The relationship between the property and its location is often important in understanding why the
property was created.

2. Design. The design aspect includes the combination of elements that create the form, plan, space, structure,

and style of a property.

Setting. The setting is defined as the physical environment of a historic property.

4. Materials. Materials are the physical elements combined during a particular period of time and in a particular
configuration to form a historic property.

5. Workmanship. Workmanship is the physical evidence of the crafts of a particular culture of people during any
given period in history or prehistory.

6. Feeling. Feeling is described as a property’s expression of the aesthetic or historic sense of a particular period
of time.

7. Association. Association is the direct link between an important historic event or person and a historic property.

w

Section 101(d)(6)(A) of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) allows properties of traditional religious and
cultural importance to a Native American tribe to be determined eligible for NRHP inclusion. In addition, a broader range
of Traditional Cultural Properties (TCPs) is also considered and may be determined eligible for or listed in the NRHP. A
TCP is a property associated with the cultural practices or beliefs of a living community; TCPs are rooted in that
community’s history and are important in maintaining the continuing cultural identity of the community. In the NRHP
programs, “culture” is understood to mean the traditions, beliefs, practices, lifeways, arts, crafts, and social institutions
of any community, be it an Indian tribe, a local ethnic group, or the nation as a whole.

California Register of Historical Places

As provided in California Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 5020.4, the California Legislature established the CRHR in
1992. The CRHR is used as a guide by state and local agencies, private groups, and citizens to identify the state historical
resources and properties to be protected, to the extent prudent and feasible, from substantial adverse change. The
CRHR, as instituted by the California Public Resources Code, automatically includes all California properties already listed
in the NRHP and those formally determined to be eligible for listing in the NRHP. The CRHR may also include various
other types of historical resources that meet the criteria for eligibility, including the following:

e Individual historic resources.

e Resources that contribute to a historic district.

e Resources identified as significant in historic resource surveys.

« Resources with a significance rating of Category 3 through Category 5 in the State Inventory (Categories 3 and
4 refer to potential eligibility for the NRHP; Category 5 indicates a property with local significance).

The CRHR follows the lead of the NRHP in utilizing the 50-year threshold: a resource is usually considered for its historical
significance only after it reaches the age of 50 years. This threshold is not absolute but was selected as a reasonable span
of time after which a professional evaluation of historical value/importance should be made. The criteria for listing
resources in the CRHR were expressly developed to be in accordance with previously established criteria developed for
listing on the NRHP. Section 15064.5(a)(3) of the CEQA Guidelines states that “[g]enerally, a resource shall be considered
by the lead agency to be ‘historically significant’ if the resource meets the criteria for listing on the California Register of
Historical Resources” (PRC Section 5024.1; 14 CCR 4852), including if the resource:
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PRC Section 5024.1 requires an evaluation of historical resources to determine their eligibility for listing in the CRHR. The
purpose of the register is to maintain listings of the State’s historical resources and to indicate which properties are to
be protected from substantial adverse change. The criteria for listing resources on the CRHR were expressly developed
to be in accordance with previously established criteria developed for listing in the National Register of Historic Places
(NRHP), enumerated below. According to PRC Section 5024.1(c) (1-4), a resource is considered historically significant if
it (i) retains “substantial integrity,” and (ii) meets at least one of the following criteria:

1. Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of California's history
and cultural heritage;

2. Isassociated with the lives of persons important in our past;

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or method of installation, or represents the
work of an important creative individual, or possesses high artistic values; or

4. Hasyielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.

A historical resource is a resource listed in, or determined to be eligible for listing, in the CRHR (Section 21084.1), a
resource included in a local register of historical resources (Section 15064.5[a][2]), or any object, building, structure, site,
area, place, record, or manuscript that a lead agency determines to be historically significant (Section 15064.5[a][3]).

Impact Analysis

The following includes an analysis of environmental parameters related to Cultural Resources based on Appendix G of
the State CEQA Guidelines. The discussion not only includes the areas for which there is potential for environmental
impacts but also provides justification for the conclusions that either no impacts, less than significant impacts, or less
than significant impacts with mitigation could occur.

. Less-Than-
FOEELY Significant With el No
Significant

e Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact Impact

Incorporated

Would the Project:

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical
resource pursuant to Section 15064.5?

b)  Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an
archaeological resource pursuant to Section 15064.5?

c) Disturb any human remains, including those interred outside of
dedicated cemeteries?

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource pursuant to Section
15064.5?

Significant cultural resources, as buildings, sites, structures, objects, and districts significant in the architectural,
engineering, scientific, economic, agricultural, educational, social, political, military, or cultural annals of California, must
meet the criteria described in the Regulatory Setting, above. If no eligible resources are identified within the project area,
then the project is not considered to have a significant impact on cultural resources. In addition, State regulations require
that measures be taken to protect any resources that are uncovered during construction, and compliance with CEQA
Guidelines Section 15064.5(f) requires that construction activities halt if potentially significant resources are discovered
until the resources can be assessed by a qualified person.

Based on the result of the Phase I Cultural Resources Inventory for the Lake Shastina Community Services District Drinking
Water Improvement Project (DZC, 2023), there are no historic or prehistoric archaeological sites located during the
cultural resources survey of the project site. Two built environment complexes were noted during the survey. The
structural constituents within the APE units (tanks, hydrant, pumps, etc.) are joined to the Lake Shastina water system,
all of which eventually connect to the Lake Shastina wastewater treatment facility located a quarter mile north of the
APE. Additionally, the APE units are interspersed within and around the Lake Shastina Golf Course. Portions of both
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systems were surveyed by DZC in 2020 and their potential eligibility addressed in a previous report (Zalarvis-Chase, 2020).
The following discussion from the 2020 documentation by DZC bears repeating with regard to the lack of significance
and the lack of potential impacts to these built environment features in and around the APE.

Lake Shastina Community Services District Wastewater System

Built in 1975, the Lake Shastina wastewater treatment system comprises a gravity collection system, twenty pump
stations, four tanks, associated force mains, 300+ fire hydrants, and a wastewater treatment facility with primary solids
removal, aerated lagoons, mechanical evaporators, and a temporary sludge drying facility. The entirety of the facility and
its outlying appurtenances are all constructed using commonly accepted industry methods for utility installation and
maintenance and are built from readily available and recognizable modern industrial materials. The Lake Shastina
wastewater treatment plant is currently used for treating wastewater derived from within the District’s limits.

Significance Discussion

NEPA and CEQA mandate that resources older than 50 years may qualify for eligibility on the National Register of Historic
Places or the California Register of Historic Resources, respectively. In regard to the Lake Shastina wastewater treatment
facility eligibility for inclusion in the NRHP and the CRHR the following has been determined:

e A/1:Research does not indicate this facility is associated with significant national or state events that contribute
to broad patterns of our history.

e B/2: Additionally, research does not indicate that the Lake Shastina wastewater treatment facility is associated
with the lives or persons significant to our past.

e C/3: The Lake Shastina wastewater treatment facility was originally constructed in 1975 to facilitate wastewater
disposal for the Community of Lake Shastina. Today, wastewater treatment facilities are ubiquitous elements
of most towns and cities. The materials and construction of the Lake Shastina wastewater treatment facility are
considered typical. The treatment facility does not embody a distinctive characteristic of a type, period, or
method of construction, does not represent the work of a master; does not possess high artistic values, nor
engineering distinction.

e D/4: This facility is unlikely to yield information important in prehistory or history.

Additional research indicates the facility retains integrity of location, design, setting, workmanship, feeling and
association, but not with regard to materials as it has undergone nearly a 60% replacement though regular maintenance
and upkeep (Lake Shastina CSD; Personal Communication 2020). As the Lake Shastina wastewater treatment facility does
not meet the 50-year threshold for inclusion on the NRHP or the CRHR, it was not recorded and will not receive any
further consideration as part of the proposed project.

Lake Shastina Golf Resort

Built in 1973, the Lake Shastina Golf Resort is located in Weed, California. Adjacent to Lake Shastina, it is situated within
the view of the scenic Mount Shasta. The resort comprises a 27-hole course, a practice range, the Golf Pro Shop, various
lodging facilities, and a restaurant.

Significance Discussion

The Lake Shastina Golf Resort was builtin 1973. Research indicates that the 27-hole course was designed by Robert Trent
Jones Senior and his son, Robert Trent Jones Junior. Robert Trent Jones Senior was a prolific golf architect who designed
more than 350 courses and remodeled over 150, including 79 which were used for the United States Open or other
national championships. In 1987, the Golf Course Superintendents Association of America (GCSAA) presented him with
the Old Tom Morris Award, an award considered prestigious and by which who’s recipient, through continuing lifetime
commitment to the game of golf, has helped to mold the welfare of the game in a manner and style exemplified by Old
Tom Morris.
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Robert Trent Jones Jr. has designed more than 270 golf courses in more than 40 countries on six continents. His courses
have won countless awards and accolades, been ranked among the best layouts throughout the world and hosted
tournaments on every major golf tour. The Trent Jones name has become a trademark, as it guarantees a well-crafted
golf venue set comfortably in its natural environment.

e A/1:Research does not indicate this facility is associated with significant national or state events that contribute
to broad patterns of our history.

e B/2: Additionally, research does not indicate that the Lake Shastina Golf Resort is associated with the lives or
persons significant to our past.

e C/3: The Lake Shastina Golf Resort was originally constructed in 1973. While the materials and construction of
the golf complex is considered typical for its time, the course itself may embody a distinctive characteristic of a
type or period and may represent the work of a master in the field of gold course design.

e D/4: This facility is unlikely to yield information important in prehistory or history.

Additional research indicates the golf course complex (clubhouse, range, and greens) retains integrity of location, design,
setting, workmanship, materials feeling and association. However, the residential development has occurred over several
decades. Therefore, some residential developments may not qualify as contributing elements to the overall significance
of the complex.

Although the golf course component of the Lake Shastina Golf Resort is located adjacent to several of the APE units,
there will be no disturbance to any constituents comprising the golf course. Therefore, this adjacent built environment
feature will not incur any effects (significant, adverse, or otherwise) from project activities.

Conclusion

As discussed above, the Lake Shastina wastewater system and the Lake Shastina Golf Resort does not meet any of the
National or California Historic registry criteria (A-D, 1-4). Given this, these facilities do not qualify for listing on the NRHP
or the CRHR. It is neither a “Historic Property” as defined by NEPA nor “Historical Resource” as defined by CEQA.
Therefore, the proposed project will not affect any resources on, or eligible for listing on, the National Register of Historic
Places or California Register of Historical Resources.

b)  Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an archaeological resource pursuant to Section
15064.5?

The proposed project would result in a significant impact if it caused a substantial adverse change in the significance of
an archaeological resource. Based on the results of the investigations described above, there are no resources in the
project area with intact visible surface manifestations that qualify as archaeological resources or historical resources as
defined by CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5. However, there is the possibility of encountering buried archaeological
resources during project activities, including ground disturbing activities onsite. Inadvertent discovery procedures should
be implemented for resources found as a result of project development would reduce potential impacts on
undocumented resources to less than significant levels. To minimize potential impacts to prehistoric and historic
resources, including Native American cultural resources, Mitigation Measure CR-1 and Mitigation Measure CR-2 are
required. With implementation of these measures, impacts to cultural resources would be less than significant.

c)  Disturb any human remains, including those interred outside of dedicated cemeteries?

There are no known burial sites on or immediately adjacent to the proposed project site. If human remains are unearthed
during future development of the site, the provisions of California Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5 shall apply.
Under this Section, no further disturbance shall occur until the Siskiyou County Coroner has made the necessary findings
as to origin and disposition, pursuant to California PRC Section 5097.98 and Mitigation Measure CR-2. Impacts are
considered less than significant with mitigation incorporated.
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Mitigation Measures

The following mitigation measures have been developed to reduce potential impacts related to Cultural Resources to
less than significant levels:

Mitigation Measure CR-1

If cultural resources, such as chipped or ground stone, or bone are inadvertently discovered during ground-disturbance
activities, work shall be stopped within 50 feet of the discovery, as required by the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA; January 1999 Revised Guidelines, Title 14 California Code of Regulations [CCR] 15064.5 (f)). Work near the
archaeological finds shall not resume until a professional archaeologist, who meets the Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards and Guidelines, has evaluated the material, and offered recommendations for further action.

Mitigation Measure CR-2

If in the event that previously unidentified evidence of human burial or human remains are discovered during project
construction, work will stop at the discovery location, within 20 meters (66 feet), and any nearby area reasonably
suspected to overlie human remains (Public Resources Code, Section 7050.5) the Siskiyou County Coroner must be
informed and consulted, per State law. If the coroner determines the remains to be Native American, he or she shall
contact the Native American Heritage Commission within 24 hours. The Native American Heritage Commission shall
identify the person or persons it believes to be the most likely descendent. The most likely descendent will be given an
opportunity to make recommendations for means of treatment of the human remains and any associated grave goods.
when the commission is unable to identify a descendant or the descendants identified fail to make a recommendation,
or the landowner or his or her authorized representative rejects the recommendation of the descendants and the
mediation provided for in subdivision (k) of Section 5097.94, if invoked, fails to provide measures acceptable to the
landowner, the landowner or his or her authorized representative shall reinter the human remains and items associated
with Native American human remains with appropriate dignity on the property in a location not subject to further and
future subsurface disturbance. Work in the area shall not continue until the human remains are dealt with according to
the recommendations of the County Coroner, Native American Heritage Commission and/or the most likely descendent
have been implemented.

Findings

Based upon the review of the information above, with implementation of mitigation measures the proposed project will
have a less than significant impact with respect to Cultural Resources.

Documentation and References

DZC (DZC Archaeology and Cultural Resource Management). 2023. Phase I Cultural Resource Inventory Report for the
Lake Shastina Community Services District Drinking Water Improvement Project. December 2023.

Lake Shastina Drinking Water Improvements 52



Lake Shastina
Community Services District
Final Initial Study (SCH No. 2024071135)

VI. Energy

The purpose of the section of the Initial Study is to analyze the potential direct and indirect environmental impacts
associated with the project’s projected energy consumption. Such impacts can include the depletion of nonrenewable
resources (e.g., oil, natural gas, coal, etc.). Analyses of emissions of air quality and greenhouse gas (GHG) pollutants
during both the construction and long-term operational phases of the project are analyzed in Section Ill, AIR QUALITY,
and Section VIIl, GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS.

Environmental Setting

PacifiCorp provides electric services in Siskiyou County. Existing electrical infrastructure facilities are in place where the
project site is located for the wells or pump stations. Natural gas is currently not available in Siskiyou County. Energy
resources required for the proposed project would primarily include the use of diesel and petroleum-based fuels during
construction and operational activities. Individual permanent emergency generators would be used in case of power
failure for the wells or pump stations.

An energy management study was prepared that review historical usage within the water system (see Appendix A,
PRELIMINARY ENGINEERING REPORT). Based on review of recent electrical usage, the District has found no unusual
power usage at any of the wells or pump stations.

Regulatory Setting

This section summarizes current State regulations relevant to the review of Energy consumption for this project.
Ordinances, regulations, or standards that are applicable to the environmental review of potential impacts related to
energy consumption include the following:

California Energy Efficiency Standards for Residential and Nonresidential Buildings (Title 24)

Building energy efficiency standards for new residential and nonresidential buildings were adopted by the California
Energy Resources Conservation and Development Commission (now the California Energy Commission (CEC)) in June
1977 and are updated every three years (CCR Title 24, Part 6). CCR Title 24, Part 6 requires the design of building shells
and building components to conserve energy. The standards are updated periodically to allow for consideration and
possible incorporation of new energy efficiency technologies and methods. On August 11, 2021, the CEC adopted the
2022 Energy Code. In December, it was approved by the California Building Standards Commission for inclusion into the
California Building Standards Code. The 2022 Energy Code encourages efficient electric heat pumps, establishes electric-
ready requirements for new homes, expands solar photovoltaic and battery storage standards, strengthens ventilation
standards, and more. Buildings whose permit applications are applied for on or after January 1, 2023, must comply with
the 2022 Energy Code.

California Green Building Standards

The California Green Building Standards Code (California Code of Regulations, Title 24, Part 11), commonly referred to as
the CALGreen Code, is a statewide mandatory construction code that was developed and adopted by the California
Building Standards Commission and the California Department of Housing and Community Development. The CALGreen
standards require new residential and commercial buildings to comply with mandatory measures under the topics of
planning and design, energy efficiency, water efficiency and conservation, material conservation and resource efficiency,
and environmental quality. CALGreen also provides voluntary tiers and measures that local governments may adopt
which encourage or require additional measures in the five green building topics. The most recent update to the
CALGreen Code was adopted in 2022.
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2008 California Energy Action Plan Update

The California Public Utilities Commission and California Energy Commission 2008 Energy Action Plan Update provides a
status update to the 2005 Energy Action Plan II, which is the State’s principal energy planning and policy document. The
plan continues the goals of the original Energy Action Plan, describes a coordinated implementation plan for State energy
policies, and identifies specific action areas to ensure that California’s energy is adequate, affordable, technologically
advanced, and environmentally sound. First-priority actions to address California’s increasing energy demands are energy
efficiency, demand response (i.e., reduction of customer energy usage during peak periods in order to address system
reliability and support the best use of energy infrastructure), and the use of renewable sources of power. If these actions
are unable to satisfy the increasing energy and capacity needs, the plan supports clean and efficient fossil-fired
generation.

Renewable Energy Standards/Renewable Portfolio Standard

In 2002, California established its Renewable Portfolio Standard program® with the goal of increasing the annual
percentage of renewable energy in the state’s electricity mix by the equivalent of at least 1 percent of sales, with an
aggregate total of 20 percent by 2017. The California Public Utilities Commission subsequently accelerated that goal to
2010 for retail sellers of electricity (Public Utilities Code Section 399.15(b)(1)). Then-Governor Schwarzenegger signed
Executive Order S-14-08 in 2008, increasing the target to 33 percent renewable energy by 2020. In September 2009,
then-Governor Schwarzenegger continued California’s commitment to the Renewable Portfolio Standard by signing
Executive Order S-21-09, which directs the CARB under its AB 32 authority to enact regulations to help the State meet its
Renewable Portfolio Standard goal of 33 percent renewable energy by 2020. In September 2010, the CARB adopted its
Renewable Electricity Standard regulations, which require all the State’s load-serving entities to meet this target. In
October 2015, then-Governor Brown signed into legislation Senate Bill 350, which requires retail sellers and publicly
owned utilities to procure 50 percent of their electricity from eligible renewable energy resources by 2030. Signed in
2018, SB 100 revised the program’s goal to achieve the 50 percent renewable resources target by December 31, 2026
and a 60 percent renewable resources target by December 31, 2030. SB 100 also established a further goal to have an
electric grid that is entirely powered by clean energy by 2045. Under the bill, the State cannot increase carbon emissions
elsewhere in the western grid or allow resource shuffling to achieve the 100 percent carbon-free electricity target.

Impact Analysis

The impact analysis for energy consumption focuses on the three sources of energy that are relevant to the proposed
project: electricity, transportation fuel for vehicle and truck trips, and the fuel necessary for off-road construction
equipment. The analysis of electricity and fuel use is based on California Emissions Estimator Model (CalEEMod) project
specific data.

The following includes an analysis of environmental parameters related to Energy based on Appendix G of the State CEQA
Guidelines. The discussion not only includes the areas for which there is potential for environmental impacts but also
provides justification for the conclusions that either no impacts, less than significant impacts, or less than significant
impacts with mitigation could occur.

. Less-Than-
Potentially g0 igicantwith  LesSThan No
Significant e Significant
Mitigation Impact
Impact

Incorporated i[5

Would the Project:

a) Result in potentially significant environmental impact due to
wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary consumption of energy X
resources, during project construction or operation?

6 The Renewable Portfolio Standard is a flexible, market-driven policy to ensure that the public benefits of wind, solar, biomass, and geothermal energy
continue to be realized as electricity markets become more competitive. The policy ensures that a minimum amount of renewable energy is included
in the portfolio of electricity resources serving a state or country.
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Would the Project:

b)  Conflict with or obstruct a state or local plan for renewable
energy or energy efficiency?

a)  Result in potentially significant environmental impact due to wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary
consumption of energy resources, during project construction or operation?

Construction Impacts

As described throughout this document, implementation of the proposed project would include excavation, grading, and
installation of project components. During the proposed construction activities, energy would be consumed in the form
of petroleum-based fuels used to power off-road construction vehicles and equipment on the project site, construction
worker travel and hauling truck trips to and from the project site, and to operate generators to provide temporary power
for lighting and electronic equipment. Once construction activities are complete there is limited potential for the project
to generate operational energy use.

Table 4-4, OFF-ROAD CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT DIESEL FUEL CONSUMPTION and Table 4-5, CONSTRUCTION PERIOD
PETROLEUM FUEL CONSUMPTION provides an estimate of construction fuel consumption for the project based on the
information provided by the CalEEMod emissions model (CAPCOA, 2022).

Table 4-4
OFF-ROAD CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT DIESEL FUEL CONSUMPTION

_ _ Load Fuel Consumption Duration® Total Fu_el
Equipment! Quantity* Horsepower! Factor! Rate? (total Consumption®*
(gallons per hour) hours) (gallons)
Demolition
Tractors/Loaders/Backhoes 3 84 0.37 1.55 240 1,116
Rubber Tired Dozers 1 367 0.40 7.34 80 587.2
Concrete/Industrial Saws 1 33 0.73 1.20 80 96
Subtotal® 1,799.20
Site Preparation
Tractors/Loaders/Backhoes 1 84 0.37 1.55 8 12.4
Graders 1 148 0.41 3.03 8 24.24
Rubber Tired Dozers 1 367 0.40 7.34 7 51.38
Subtotal’ 88.02
Grading
Tactors/Loaders/Backhoes 2 84 0.37 1.55 28 86.8
Graders 1 148 0.41 3.03 16 48.48
Rubber Tired Dozers 1 367 0.40 7.34 16 117.44
Subtotal® 252.72
Building Construction
Cranes 1 367 0.29 5.32 600 3,192
Forklifts 1 82 0.20 0.82 600 492
Generators S 1 14 0.74 0.51 800 416
Welders 3 46 0.45 1.03 2400 7,416
Tactors/Loaders/Backhoes 1 84 0.37 1.55 600 930
Subtotal 12,446
Paving
Tactors/Loaders/Backhoes 1 84 0.37 1.55 40 62
Pavers 1 81 0.42 1.70 30 51
Rollers 1 36 0.38 0.68 35 23.8
Cement and Motor Mixes 1 10 0.56 0.28 30 8.4
Paving Equipment 1 89 0.36 1.60 40 64
Subtotal’ 209.2
Architectural Coating
Air Compressors | 1 | 37 | 048 | 0.88 HE 26.4
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Table 4-4
OFF-ROAD CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT DIESEL FUEL CONSUMPTION

Fuel Consumption Duration® Total Fuel
Rate? (total Consumption3#
(gallons per hour) hours) (gallons)
Subtotal’ 26.4

Load
Factor®

Equipment! Quantity* Horsepower!

Linear, Grubbing & Land Clearing

Excavators 1 367 0.29 5.32 60 159.6
Tractors/Loaders/Backhoes 1 84 0.37 1.55 60 93
Subtotal’ 252.6
Linear, Grading & Excavation
Excavators 1 36 0.38 0.68 270 183.6
Tractors/Loaders/Backhoes 1 16 0.38 0.30 270 81
Dumpers/Tenders 1 16 0.38 0.30 270 81
Subtotal’ 345.6
Linear, Drainage Utilities, Sub-Grade
Excavators 1 36 0.38 0.68 180 122.4
Tractors/Loaders/Backhoes 1 84 0.37 1.55 180 279
Rollers 1 36 0.38 0.68 180 122.4
Subtotal’ 523.8
Linear, Paving
Pavers 1 89 0.36 1.60 90 144
Rollers 1 36 0.38 0.68 90 61.2
Cement and Mortar Mixers 1 10 0.56 0.28 90 25.2
Tractors/Loaders/Backhoes 1 84 0.37 1.55 90 139.5
Subtotal’ 369.9
Total Diesel Usage* | 16,313.44

1. Derived from CalEEMod modeling results (CAPCOA, 2022).
2. Derived using the following equation: Fuel Consumption Rate = Horsepower x Load Factor x Fuel Consumption Factor.
Where: Fuel Consumption Factor for a diesel engine is 0.05 gallons per horsepower per hour (gal/hp/hr).
. Derived using the following equation: Total Fuel Consumption = Quantity of Equipment x Duration in Hours x Fuel Consumption Rate.
4. Values may be slightly off due to rounding.

w

Table 4-5
CONSTRUCTION PERIOD PETROLEUM FUEL CONSUMPTION

Gasoline/Diesel
Usage
(in gallons)3#

Number of Number of Trip Commute Fuel Usage

Daily Trips* Dayst Distance (in miles)* (miles per gallon)?

Worker Trips (Gasoline)

Demolition 12.5 10 11.9 10 148.8
Site Preparation 7.50 1 11.9 10 8.9
Grading 10 2 11.9 10 23.8
Building Construction 5.67 100 11.9 10 674.7
Paving 12.5 5 11.9 10 74.4
Architectural Coating 1.13 5 11.9 10 6.7
Linear, Grubbing & Land 5 10 11.9 10 59.5
Clearing
Linear, Grading & Excavation 0 45 11.9 10 0
Linear, Drainage Utilities, Sub- 7.5 30 11.9 10 267.8
Grade
Linear, Paving 10 15 11.9 10 178.5
Total Gasoline Usage* 1,443.1
Hauling Trips (Diesel)
Demolition 5.8 10 20 8 145
Site Preparation 625 1 20 8 1562.5
Grading 0 2 20 8 0
Building Construction 0 2 20 8 0
Paving 0 100 20 8 0
Architectural Coating 0 5 20 8 0
Linear, Grubbing & Land 0 5 20 8 0

Clearing
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Table 4-5
CONSTRUCTION PERIOD PETROLEUM FUEL CONSUMPTION

Gasoline/Diesel
Usage
(in gallons)3#

Number of Number of Trip Commute Fuel Usage

Daily Trips* Dayst! Distance (in miles)* (miles per gallon)?

Linear, Grading & Excavation

Linear, Drainage Utilities, Sub- 0 45 20 8 0

Grade

Linear, Paving 0 30 20 8 0
Total Diesel Usage* 1857.5

1. Derived from CalEEMod modeling results (CAPCOA, 2022).

2. This is a conservative estimate, as it assumes no electric, hybrid, or other alternative fuel vehicles in the fleet mix.

3. Derived using the following equation: Gasoline/Diesel Usage = # of Daily Trips x # of Days x Avg. Round-Trip Distance / Fuel Usage
4. Values may be off due to rounding.

As shown in Tables 4-3 and 4-4, off-road construction equipment and hauling trips would consume a total of
approximately 16,313 gallons of diesel fuel over the project’s construction period. Worker trips would consume a total
of approximately 1,443 gallons of gasoline and hauling trips would consume a total of approximately 1,857 gallons of
diesel fuel over the project’s construction period. These fuels would be consumed over a period of approximately 4 years
(SHN, 2023) and would represent a small percentage of the total energy used in the State.

There are no unusual project characteristics that would need construction equipment or practices that would be less
energy efficient than at comparable construction sites in the region or State. Construction activity would be temporary
and fuel consumption would cease once construction ends. Due to the temporary nature of construction activities, the
fuel and energy needed during the project would not be considered a wasteful or inefficient use of energy. Therefore, it
is expected that construction energy consumption associated with the project would be comparable to other similar
construction projects, and would therefore not be inefficient, wasteful, or unnecessary. Impacts would be less than
significant in this regard.

Operational Impacts

Energy use during operation of the water system would relate primarily to water treatment and pumping as well as
maintenance activity by District personnel. The project would result in improved energy and water efficiency through
new well houses and booster stations. Well houses and booster stations are expected to result in less energy
consumption because they would include equipment that is more energy efficient, such as Variable Frequency Drives
(VFDs). A VFD will reduce the frequency of the motor, thus reducing the speed and ultimately the discharge of the pump.
By reducing the frequency of the motor, significant energy savings are achievable.

Therefore, construction and operation of the proposed project would not result in potentially significant environmental
impact due to wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary consumption of energy resources, during project construction or
operation. Impacts would be less than significant in this regard.

b)  Conflict with or obstruct a state or local plan for renewable energy or energy efficiency?

As described throughout this document, implementation of the proposed project would occur over a period of
approximately 4 years (SHN, 2023) and would include the construction on a new water tank, booster pump station
improvements, and the replacement of up to 320 fire hydrants. Once construction activities are complete there is limited
potential for the project to result in operational energy use. Operational energy use is anticipated to result from
maintenance activities by District personnel.

The project will include Variable Frequency Drives (VFDs) at the new well house and booster station. This energy
management device improves efficiency, performance, and reliability of the system. The analysis suggest that the well
pumps are oversized during the winter months and would benefit from the features of a VFD. A VFD will reduce the
frequency of the motor, thus reducing the speed and ultimately the discharge of the pump. By reducing the frequency
of the motor, significant energy savings are achievable. Another feature of a VFD is the integrated soft start feature. A
VFD employs a soft start feature that conserves energy by gradually increasing the frequency of a pump and reducing
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the initial current surge when a pump starts. The soft start feature improves efficiency while also reducing stresses to
the pump and other system components.

Based on the temporary nature of the proposed construction activity, the limited operational activity, and the proposed
energy efficiency improvements, the proposed project would not conflict with or obstruct a State or local plan for
renewable energy or energy efficiency. State and local agencies regulate the use and consumption of energy during
construction and operational activity through various methods and programs. Impacts would be less than significant in
this regard.

Mitigation Measures
No mitigation measures are required.
Findings

Based upon the review of the information above, implementation of the proposed project will have a less than significant
with respect to Energy.

Documentation and References

CAPCOA (California Air Pollution Control Officer’s Association). 2022. California Emission Estimator Model (CalEEMod).
Version 2022.1.1.6. Model Run on 07/03/2024. [Online]: https://www.caleemod.com/.
Chico Environment. 2023. Initial Study / Mitigated Negative Declaration - Dhami’s Truck Wash & Truck Repair Project.
State Clearinghouse No. 2023070571. Weed CA, [Online]: https://ceqanet.opr.ca.gov/2023070571.
SHN (SHN Consulting Engineers and Geologists). 2023. Preliminary Engineering Report for Drinking Water System
Improvements. December 2023.
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VIl. Geology and Soils

The purpose of this section of the Initial Study is to describe the geologic and seismic setting of the project area, identify
potential impacts associated with implementation of the proposed project, and, as necessary, recommend mitigation to
reduce the significance of impacts. The issues addressed in this section are risks associated with faults, strong seismic
ground shaking, seismic-related ground failure such as liquefaction, landslides, and unstable geological units and/or soils.

Environmental Setting

Regional Geology

The project area is located in the Shasta Valley area, about 12 miles northwest of the peak of Mt. Shasta. Geologically,
the site occupies the flank of the broad, conical Mt. Shasta volcanic complex, and the area is underlain by a variety of
volcanic rocks derived from Cascade arc volcanism. Bedrock in the Lake Shastina area consists of older volcanic rocks
associated with a pre-cursor to Mt. Shasta (the “Sand Flat cone”), large blocks of debris associated with a debris
avalanche that originated during the collapse of that older cone (300,000 to 400,000 years ago), and a series of younger
volcanic rocks associated with the growth of the modern Mt. Shasta volcanic complex. Younger volcanic materials in the
area consist of pyroclastic deposits (accumulations of ash and molten debris flows erupted from volcanoes) and andesitic
flows. Portions of the project site along the southeastern shore of Lake Shastina are underlain by these materials.

Low lying areas in Shasta Valley in the proximity to Lake Shastina are typically buried by outwash deposits associated
with late Pleistocene glaciations on Mt. Shasta. As the highest mountain in northern California, Mt. Shasta has a
significant glacial history, similar to the other highlands in the region. Repeated ice advances occurred during the major
late Pleistocene glaciations that occurred between 15,000 and 30,000 years ago, leaving a series of moraines and thick
accumulations of outwash deposits on the surrounding flanks. Subsurface exploration in the area of the wastewater
treatment ponds north of the lake encountered 16 feet of gravelly, bouldery outwash (overlying hard basalt bedrock).
These alluvial deposits are expected to underlie the treatment ponds as well as the Tony Lema sewer extension element
of the project.

Mt. Shasta is an active volcano that is associated with a variety of volcanic hazards. From a geologic standpoint, the
eruptive history of Mt. Shasta has been episodic (that is, clusters of activity through time). Although currently quiescent,
Mt. Shasta could enter a renewed period of volcanism that would threaten a wide area.

Soils

The top three soils within the project area consist of Delaney sand, Delaney gravelly sand, and Mary-Rock outcrop
complex (NRCS, 2023). Delaney sand (129), which occurs on 0 to 9 percent slopes and is somewhat excessively drained,
Delaney gravelly sand (130) occurs on 0 to 9 percent slopes and is somewhat excessively drained, and Mary-Rock (188)
outcrop complex which occurs on 2 to 50 percent slopes are well drained. The 18 different soil types within the study
area range from very poorly drained (Gazelle silt loam) to excessively drained. The soils support residential homes,
agricultural fields, a lake, ponds, rivers, scrub-shrub, mixed-conifer, and rocky outcrop habitats.

Faults

Active faults are defined as faults that have had surface displacement in the Holocene epoch (in the past 11,000 years)
based on California Code of Regulations (CCR) Division 2, Title 14, also known as the Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault
Zoning Act (A-P Act). Potentially active faults are defined by the A-P Act as faults showing surface displacement during
mid to late Quaternary time (about 1.6 million years before present) that have a relatively high potential for ground
rupture. In general, Quaternary faults that do not record evidence of Holocene surface displacement are not considered
as being active by the State. In addition, the California Geologic Survey (CGS) evaluates the activity rating of a fault in
fault evaluation reports (FER). FERs compile available geologic and seismologic data and evaluate if a fault should be
zoned as active, potentially active, or inactive. If a FER evaluates a fault as active, then it is typically incorporated into a
Special Studies Zone in accordance with the Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Hazards Act. The project site is not located within
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an Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zone and no active faults are known to pass through the project site (DOC, 2023a;
2023b; 2023c). Based on the most recent available data, no active or potentially active faults are reported to be present
within the boundaries of the project site (DOC, 2023a).

Landslides

The site is relatively flat and is situated at between 2,680 and 3,230 feet above the mean sea level. According to DOC’s
Fire Perimeters and Deep Landslide Susceptibility Mapping, the project site is not identified as a very high landslide
susceptibility area (DOC, 2023a; 2023c).

Regulatory Setting

This section summarizes current federal, State, and local regulations relevant to the review of Geology and Soils for this
project. Ordinances, regulations, or standards that are applicable to the environmental review of potential impacts
related to geology and soils include the following:

Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Act

The Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Act was passed in 1972 (originally enacted as the Alquist-Priolo Special Studies
Zones Act and renamed in 1994) and is intended to reduce the risk to life and property from surface fault rupture during
earthquakes. The main purpose of the law is to prevent the construction of buildings used for human occupancy on the
surface trace of active faults. The law only addresses the hazard of surface fault rupture and is not directed toward other
earthquake hazards. The Alquist-Priolo Act requires the State Geologist to establish regulatory zones known as
“Earthquake Fault Zones” around the surface traces of active faults and to issue appropriate maps. The maps are
distributed to all affected cities, counties, and state agencies for their use in planning efforts. Local agencies must
regulate most development projects within the zones. Projects include all land divisions and most structures for human
occupancy.

Seismic Hazard Mapping Act

The Seismic Hazard Mapping Act (SHMA) was adopted by the state in 1990 to protect the public from the effects of non-
surface fault rupture earthquake hazards, including strong ground shaking, liquefaction, seismically induced landslides,
or other ground failure caused by earthquakes. The goal of the act is to minimize loss of life and property by identifying
and mitigating seismic hazards. The California Geological Survey prepares seismic hazard zone maps and provides them
to local governments; these maps identify areas susceptible to amplified shaking, liquefaction, earthquake-induced
landslides, and other ground failures. SHMA requires responsible agencies to only approve projects within seismic hazard
zones following a site-specific investigation to determine if the hazard is present, and if so, the inclusion of appropriate
mitigation(s). In addition, the SHMA requires real estate sellers and agents at the time of sale to disclose whether a
property is within one of the designated seismic hazard zones.

2022 California Building Code

The California Building Code (CBC), which is codified in CCR Title 24, Part 2, was promulgated to safeguard the public
health, safety, and general welfare by establishing minimum standards related to structural strength, egress facilities,
and general building stability. The purpose of the CBC is to regulate and control the design, construction, quality of
materials, use/occupancy, location, and maintenance of all building and structures within its jurisdiction. Title 24 is
administered by the California Building Standards Commission, which, by law, is responsible for coordinating all building
standards. Under State law, all building standards must be centralized in Title 24 or they are not enforceable.

Siskiyou County General Plan

The Siskiyou County General Plan identifies the project area as an overlay for Geologic Hazard, Erosion Hazard, Building
Foundation Limitations for Soils and a potential for Severe Septic Tank Limitations.
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Siskiyou County Hazard Mitigation Plan

The purpose of the Siskiyou County Hazard Mitigation Plan (2018) is to implement and sustain actions that reduce
vulnerability and risk from hazards or reduce the severity of the effects of hazards on people and property. Mitigation
actions are both short-term and long-term activities, which reduce the cause or occurrence of hazards; reduce exposure
to hazards or reduce effects of hazards through various means to include preparedness, response, and recovery
measures. The Hazard Mitigation Plan identifies all natural hazards within Siskiyou County, including earthquake, flood,
wildfire, landslide/other earth movement, drought, severe weather/storm, dam failure, and volcano/lahar/ash fall
hazards. The Plan’s goal is to identify mitigation projects that will reduce the vulnerability and damage potential of each
hazard. The Hazard Mitigation Plan was a collaborative planning effort between Siskiyou County, local jurisdictions and
special districts within the County.

Impact Analysis

The following includes an analysis of environmental parameters related to Geology and Soils based on Appendix G of the
State CEQA Guidelines. The discussion not only includes the areas for which there is potential for environmental impacts
but also provides justification for the conclusions that either no impacts, less than significant impacts, or less than
significant impacts with mitigation could occur.

: Less-Than-
Potentially | o ificantwith | LeSSThan- No
Significant

Significant Impact
Impact Impact P

Mitigation
Incorporated

Would the Project:

a) Directly or indirectly cause potential substantial adverse effects,
including the risk of loss, injury, or death involving:

i) Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delineated on the
most recent Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Map
issued by the State Geologist for the area or based on other X
substantial evidence of a known fault? Refer to Division of
Mines and Geology Special Publications 42.

i) Strong seismic ground shaking? X
iii)  Seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction? X
iv) Landslides? X
b) Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil? X

c) Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or that would
become unstable as a result of the project, and potentially result
in on- or off-site landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence,
liquefaction, or collapse?

d) Be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-1-B of the
Uniform Building Code (1994), creating substantial direct or X
indirect risks to life or property?

e) Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of septic
tanks or alternative wastewater disposal systems where sewers X
are not available for the disposal of wastewater?

f) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource or
site or unique geologic feature?
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a)  Directly or indirectly cause potential substantial adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury, or death
involving:

i Rupture of a known earthquake fault:

There are no Alquist-Priolo earthquake faults designated in the subject area of Siskiyou County. The project involves
improvements to the District’s existing drinking water system, including upgrading fire hydrants and water meters
throughout the District. No impact would occur in this regard.

i, Strong seismic ground shaking:

The entire northern California region is subject to the potential for moderate to strong seismic shaking due to distant
seismic sources. Seismic shaking can be generated on faults many miles from the project vicinity. An earthquake is caused
by a sudden slip on a fault. Stresses in the earth’s outer layer push the sides of the fault together. Stress builds up, and
the rocks slip suddenly, releasing energy in waves that travel through the earth’s crust and cause the shaking that is felt
during an earthquake. Renewed activity at Mt. Shasta or Mt. Lassen, would presumably be associated with seismicity
and potential strong ground shaking. Seismic shaking potential is, therefore, a regional hazard.

It should be noted however that no region is immune from potential earthquake damage. Seismic shaking potential is
considered minimal, and the hazard is not higher or lower at the project site than throughout the region. The project
involves improvements to the District’s existing drinking water system, including upgrading fire hydrants and water
meters throughout the District. Before final design and the commencement of construction, a design-level geotechnical
investigation with recommendations will be prepared. Necessary recommendations will present geotechnical
engineering conclusions and specific recommendations for site preparation, foundation design, site drainage, addressing
expansive soils, and pavement design to achieve compliance with the California Building Code, which would reduce risk
associated with expansive soils. Impacts would be less than significant in this regard.

ii. — Seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction:

Liquefaction results from an applied stress on the soil, such as earthquake shaking or other sudden change in stress
condition, and is primarily associated with saturated, cohesionless soil layers located close to the ground surface. During
liquefaction, soils lose strength and ground failure may occur. This is most likely to occur in alluvial (geologically recent,
unconsolidated sediments) and stream channel deposits, especially when the groundwater table is high.

Although located in a seismically active region (northern California), the project site is not likely to be subject to seismic
shaking of adequate strength or duration to generate secondary seismic effects. Likely seismic sources are too far from
the project site to generate sufficient long-duration strong shaking. Older volcanic deposits are not subject to seismic
effects (they have taken on the qualities of bedrock), and older glacial outwash deposits appear too coarse (texturally)
to be susceptible to liquefaction or other secondary seismic effects. Construction standards that meet the current
California Building Codes (as applicable) will provide adequate protections and ensure less than significant impacts with
respect to the General Plan Geologic Hazards overlay for the area.

iv. Landslides:

Landslides occur throughout Shasta County, although they have not been considered a major problem. Landslides are
more prevalent in the eastern and northern portions of the County and are commonly related to the sedimentary and
volcanic rocks in these vicinities According to DOC’s Fire Perimeters and Deep Landslide Susceptibility Mapping, the
project site is not identified as a very high landslide susceptibility area (DOC, 2023b). No impact would occur in this
regard.
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b)  Resultin substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil?

Construction of the proposed project would involve excavation, grading, and installation of project components, which
would result in the temporary disturbance of soil and would expose disturbed areas to potential storm events. This could
generate accelerated runoff, localized erosion, and sedimentation. In addition, construction activities could expose soil
to wind erosion that could adversely affect onsite soils and the re-vegetation potential of the area.

Earthwork, grading, and soil stockpiling activities associated with construction will be conducted in accordance with the
conditions of a grading permit issued by the Siskiyou County and a Construction Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan
(SWPPP) and Notice of Intent (NOI) administered by the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (NCRWQCB).
The Construction SWPPP will specify Best Management Practices (BMPs) for erosion and sediment control measures.

Typical BMPs are developed to address spill prevention and erosion/sediment control to prevent damage to streams,
watercourses, and aquatic habitats. BMPs may include, but are not limited to, limiting construction to the dry season;
pruning plants at ground level (where appropriate); use of straw wattles, silt fences, and/or gravel berms to prevent
sediment from discharging to surface waters; installation of a spill containment system to prevent grease, oil, and other
hazardous substances from discharging off-site; and revegetating temporarily disturbed sites upon completion of
construction. Because BMPs for erosion and sediment control would be implemented in accordance with existing
requirements, the potential for soil erosion and loss of topsoil would be less than significant.

c)  Belocated on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or that would become unstable as a result of the
project, and potentially result in on- or off-site landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, liquefaction, or
collapse?

Refer to impact discussion Vll.a, above. Impacts would be less than significant.

d)  Be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-1-B of the Uniform Building Code (1994), creating
substantial direct or indirect risks to life or property?

Expansive soils have high shrink-swell potential that expand when wet and shrink when dry. This can result in damage to
foundations and structures. Expansive soils are not known to exist at the project site or | the project vicinity. Soil mapping
by the Natural Resource Conservation Service do not identify expansive soils in the area (NRCS, 2023). No impact would
occur in this regard.

e)  Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of septic tanks or alternative wastewater disposal
systems where sewers are not available for the disposal of wastewater?

The project does not proposed the installation or use of alternative wastewater disposal systems. No impact would occur
in this regard.

f) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource or site or unique geologic feature?

No paleontological resources or unique geologic features existing on the project site and the potential for their
occurrence is considered minimal. No impact would occur in this regard.

Mitigation Measures

No mitigation measures are required.

Lake Shastina Drinking Water Improvements 63



Lake Shastina
Community Services District
Final Initial Study (SCH No. 2024071135)

Findings

Based upon the review of the information above, implementation of the proposed project will have a less than significant
impact with respect to Geology and Soils.
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VIll. Greenhouse Gas Emissions

This section of the Initial Study evaluates greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions associated with the proposed project and
analyzes project compliance with applicable regulations. Consideration of the project’s consistency with applicable
plans, policies, and regulations, as well as the introduction of new sources of GHGs, is included in this section.

Environmental Setting

“Global warming” and “global climate change” are the terms used to describe the increase in the average temperature
of the earth’s near-surface air and oceans since the mid-20th century and its projected continuation. Warming of the
climate system is now considered to be unequivocal, with global surface temperature increasing approximately 1.33
degrees Fahrenheit (°F) over the last 100 years. Continued warming is projected to increase global average temperature
between 2 and 11°F over the next 100 years.

Natural processes and human actions have been identified as the causes of this warming. The International Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) concludes that variations in natural phenomena such as solar radiation and volcanoes produced
most of the warming from pre-industrial times to 1950 and had a small cooling effect afterward.” After 1950, however,
increasing GHG concentrations resulting from human activity such as fossil fuel burning, and deforestation have been
responsible for most of the observed temperature increase. These basic conclusions have been endorsed by more than
45 scientific societies and academies of science, including all the national academies of science of the major industrialized
countries. Since 2007, no scientific body of national or international standing has maintained a dissenting opinion.

Increases in GHG concentrations in the earth’s atmosphere are thought to be the main cause of human-induced climate
change. The IPCC is now 95 percent certain that humans are the main cause of current global warming.® GHG naturally
trap heat by impeding the exit of solar radiation that has hit the earth and is reflected back into space. Some GHG occur
naturally and are necessary for keeping the earth’s surface inhabitable. However, increases in the concentrations of these
gases in the atmosphere during the last 100 years have decreased the amount of solar radiation that is reflected into
space, intensifying the natural greenhouse effect, and resulting in the increase of global average temperature.

Gases that trap heat in the atmosphere are referred to as GHG because they capture heat radiated from the sun as it is
reflected back into the atmosphere, much like a greenhouse does. The accumulation of GHG has been implicated as the
driving force for global climate change. The primary GHG are carbon dioxide (CO2), methane (CHs4), and nitrous oxide
(N20), ozone, and water vapor.

While the presence of the primary GHG in the atmosphere are naturally occurring, CO2, CHs, and N20 are also emitted
from human activities, accelerating the rate at which these compounds occur within earth’s atmosphere. Emissions of
CO2 are largely by-products of fossil fuel combustion, whereas methane results from off-gassing associated with
agricultural practices, coal mines, and landfills. Other GHG include hydrofluorocarbons, perfluorocarbons, and sulfur
hexafluoride, and are generated in certain industrial processes.

COz is the reference gas for climate change because it is the predominant GHG emitted. The effect that each of the
aforementioned gases can have on global warming is a combination of the mass of their emissions and their global
warming potential (GWP). GWP indicates, on a pound-for-pound basis, how much a gas is predicted to contribute to
global warming relative to how much warming would be predicted to be caused by the same mass of CO2. CH4 and N20
are substantially more potent GHG than COz, with GWP of 28 and 265 times that of COz, respectively.®

7IPCC, 2014: Climate Change 2014: Synthesis Report. Contribution of Working Groups |, Il and Ill to the Fifth Assessment Report of the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/2018/05/SYR_AR5_FINAL_full_wcover.pdf

8 |PCC, 2014: Climate Change 2014: Synthesis Report. Contribution of Working Groups |, Il and Ill to the Fifth Assessment Report of the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/2018/05/SYR_AR5_FINAL_full_wcover.pdf

91PCC, 2014: Climate Change 2014: Synthesis Report. Contribution of Working Groups 1, Il and Ill to the Fifth Assessment Report of the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/2018/05/SYR_AR5_FINAL_full_wcover.pdf
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In emissions inventories, GHG emissions are typically reported in terms of pounds or metric tons (MT) of CO2 equivalents
(CO2e). CO2¢ are calculated as the product of the mass emitted of a given GHG and its specific GWP. While CHa and N20
have much higher GWP than COz, COz is emitted in such vastly higher quantities that it accounts for the majority of GHG
emissions in COze.

Regulatory Setting

This section summarizes current federal, State, and local regulations relevant to the review of Greenhouse Gas Emissions
for this project. Ordinances, regulations, or standards that are applicable to the environmental review of potential
impacts related to greenhouse gases include the following:

California Renewable Portfolio Standard

In 2002, California established a Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) that requires a retail seller of electricity to include
in its resource portfolio a certain amount of electricity from renewable energy sources, such as wind, geothermal, small
hydro, and solar energy. The retailer can satisfy this obligation by using renewable energy from its own facilities,
purchasing renewable energy from another supplier’s facilities, using Renewable Energy Credits (RECs) that certify
renewable energy has been created, or a combination of all of these. California’s RPS requirements have been
accelerated and expanded a number of times since the program’s inception. Most recently, then-Governor Jerry Brown
signed into law Senate Bill (SB) 100 in September 2018, which requires utilities to procure 60 percent of their electricity
from renewables by 2030 and sets as a state policy that state agencies and end-use retail customers receive 100 percent
of energy from renewable and zero-carbon resources by 2045. In addition, SB 350 requires California utilities to develop
Integrated Resource Plans (IRPs) that incorporate a GHG emission reduction planning component. Compliance with the
California RPS requires PG&E to develop and implement an IRP that demonstrates they are on schedule to comply with
the goals of providing 60 percent renewable sources by 2030. To ensure retail sellers meet their RPS requirement, the
California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) is responsible for establishing enforcement procedures and imposing
penalties for non-compliance with the program (CPUC, 2018).

Executive Order S-3-05

In 2005, in recognition of California’s vulnerability to the effects of climate change, then-Governor Arnold
Schwarzenegger established Executive Order S-3-05. This order sets forth target dates by which statewide GHG emissions
would be reduced. These include by 2010, reduce GHG emissions to 2000 levels; by 2020, reduce GHG emissions to 1990
levels; and by 2050, reduce GHG emissions to 80 percent below 1990 levels.

Assembly Bill 32 (California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006)

The primary legislation that has driven GHG regulation and analysis in California is the California Global Warming
Solutions Act of 2006 (AB 32; California Health and Safety Code Division 25.5, Sections 38500 - 38599), which instructs
CARB to develop and enforce regulations for the reporting and verifying of statewide GHG emissions. The act directed
CARB to set a greenhouse gas emissions limit based on 1990 levels, to be achieved by 2020. The bill set a timeline for
adopting a scoping plan for achieving GHG reductions in a technologically and economically feasible manner.

Executive Order B-30-15

In April 2015, Governor Edmund G. Brown, Jr. signed Executive Order B-30-15 in order to establish an interim GHG
reduction goal for California of 40 percent below 1990 levels by 2030. This target GHG reduction by 2030 would make it
possible for California to reach the ultimate goal of reducing GHG emissions by 80 percent under 1990 levels by the year
2050.
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Senate Bill 32

On September 8, 2016, Governor Jerry Brown signed Senate Bill 32 (Pavley - Chapter 249, Stats. of 2016), requiring
California to reduce GHG emissions to 40 percent below 1990 levels by 2030. SB 32 states that: “In adopting rules and
regulations to achieve the maximum technologically feasible and cost-effective greenhouse gas emissions reductions
authorized by this division, the state [air resources] board shall ensure that statewide greenhouse gas emissions are
reduced to at least 40 percent below the statewide greenhouse gas emissions limit no later than December 31, 2030.”
SB 32 codifies the interim target created by EO B-30-15 for 2030.

CARB Climate Change Scoping Plan

The California Air Resources Board (CARB) adopted the Scoping Plan to achieve the goals of AB 32. The Scoping Plan
establishes an overall framework for the measures that would be adopted to reduce California’s GHG emissions. CARB
determined that achieving the 1990 emissions level would require a reduction of GHG emissions of approximately 29
percent below what would otherwise occur in 2020 in the absence of new laws and regulations (referred to as “business-
as-usual”). The Scoping Plan functions as a roadmap to achieve GHG reductions in California required by AB 32 through
subsequently enacted regulations. AB 32 requires CARB to update the Scoping Plan at least once every five years. CARB
adopted the first major update to the Scoping Plan on May 22, 2014. The May 2014 updated Scoping Plans summarized
science related to climate change, including anticipated impacts to California and the levels of GHG reduction necessary
to likely avoid risking irreparable damage. The second major Scoping Plan update was on December 14, 2017, which
identified the actions California has already taken to reduce GHG emissions and focuses on areas where further
reductions could be achieved to reduce the GHG emissions by 40 percent from the 1990 levels by 2030. In December
2022, CARB adopted a third update to the Scoping Plan'®. The 2022 Scoping Plan details how the State will achieve carbon
neutrality and reduce anthropogenic GHG emissions by 85 percent below the 1990 levels by 2045, as directed by AB
1279.

California Building Energy Efficiency Standards and Green Building Standards

Title 24 of the California Code of Regulations regulates how each new home and business is built or altered in California.
It includes requirements for the structural, plumbing, electrical, and mechanical systems of buildings, and for fire and life
safety, energy conservation, green design, and accessibility in and about buildings. Two sections of Title 24 — Part 6, the
California Energy Code, and Part 11, the California Green Building Standards Code or CalGreen Code — contain standards
that address GHG emissions related to construction. The current 2022 Title 24 standards became effective January 1,
2023.

Siskiyou County Air Pollution Control District

The County’s current General Plan does not contain goals or policies directly aimed at reducing greenhouse gas
emissions. Additionally, there are currently no State, regional, or county guidelines or thresholds with which to direct
project-level CEQA review. As a result, Siskiyou County reserves the right to use a qualitative and/or quantitative
threshold of significance until a specific quantitative threshold is adopted by the state or regional air district. The United
States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) identifies four primary constituents that are most representative of the
GHG emissions. They are:

e Carbon Dioxide (CO2). Emitted primarily through the burning of fossil fuels. Other sources include the burning
of solid waste and wood and/or wood products and cement manufacturing.

e Methane (CHa). Emissions occur during the production and transport of fuels, such as coal and natural gas.
Additional emissions are generated by livestock and agricultural land uses, as well as the decomposition of solid
waste.

10 California Air Resources Board, California’s 2022 Climate Change Scoping Plan, https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2023-04/2022-sp.pdf.
Accessed July 11, 2024.
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e Nitrous Oxide (N:0). The principal emitters include agricultural and industrial land uses and fossil fuel and waste
combustion.

*  Fluorinated Gases. These can be emitted during some industrial activities. Also, many of these gases are
substitutes for ozone-depleting substances, such as CFC’s, which have been used historically as refrigerants.
Collectively, these gases are often referred to as “high global-warming potential” gases.

The primary generators of GHG emissions in the United States are electricity generation and transportation. The EPA
estimates that nearly 85 percent of the nation’s GHG emissions are comprised of carbon dioxide (COz). The majority of
CO:2 is generated by petroleum consumption associated with transportation and coal consumption associated with
electricity generation. The remaining emissions are predominately the result of natural-gas consumption associated with
a variety of uses.

Impact Analysis

At this time, neither the SCAPCD nor Siskiyou County has adopted numerical thresholds of significance for GHG emissions
that would apply to the proposed project. Additionally, there is no Climate Action Plan that has been adopted by the
County and is applicable to the proposed project. However, it is recommended that all projects subject to CEQA review
be considered in the context of GHG emissions and climate change impacts, and that CEQA documents include a
quantification of GHG emissions from all project sources, as well as minimize and mitigate GHG emissions as feasible.
The project would generate GHG emissions through short-term construction activities and long-term operational
activities.

In light of the lack of established GHG emissions thresholds that would apply to the proposed project, CEQA allows lead
agencies to identify thresholds of significance applicable to a project that are supported by substantial evidence.
Substantial evidence is defined in the CEQA statute to mean “facts, reasonable assumptions predicated on facts, and
expert opinion supported by facts” (14 CCR 15384(b)).** Substantial evidence can be in the form of technical studies,
agency staff reports or opinions, expert opinions supported by facts, and prior CEQA assessments and planning
documents. Therefore, to establish additional context in which to consider the order of magnitude of the proposed
project’s GHG emissions, this analysis accounts for the following considerations by other government agencies and
associations about what levels of GHG emissions constitute a cumulatively considerable incremental contribution to
climate change:

e Sacramento Metropolitan Air Quality Management District established thresholds, including 1,100 metric tons
of CO2e per year for the construction phase of development projects, or 10,000 direct metric tons of COze per
year from the operation of stationary source projects.*?

e Placer County Air Pollution Control District recommends a tiered approach to determine if a project’s GHG
emissions would result in a significant impact. First, project GHG emissions are compared to the de minimis level
of 1,100 metric tons of COze per year. If a project does not exceed this threshold, it does not have significant
GHG emissions. If the project exceeds the de minimis level and does not exceed the 10,000 metric tons of COze
per year bright line threshold, then the project’s GHG emissions can be compared to the efficiency thresholds.
These thresholds are 26.5 metric tons of COze per 1,000 s.f. for non-residential projects in an urban area, and
27.3 metric tons of COze per 1,000 s.f. for non-residential projects in a rural area.*?

1114 CCR 15384 provides the following discussion: "Substantial evidence" as used in the Guidelines is the same as the standard of review used by courts
in reviewing agency decisions. Some cases suggest that a higher standard, the so called "fair argument standard" applies when a court is reviewing
an agency's decision whether to prepare an EIR. Public Resources Code section 21082.2 was amended in 1993 (Chapter 1131) to provide that
substantial evidence shall include "facts, reasonable assumptions predicated upon facts, and expert opinion supported by facts.” The statute further
provides that "argument, speculation, unsubstantiated opinion or narrative, evidence which is clearly inaccurate or erroneous, or evidence of social
or economic impacts which do not contribute to, or are not caused by, physical impacts on the environment, is not substantial evidence."

12 Sacramento Metropolitan Air Quality Management District, Guide to Air Quality Assessment in Sacramento County - SMAQMD Thresholds of
Significance Table, April 2020, https://www.airquality.org/LandUseTransportation/Documents/CH2ThresholdsTable4-2020.pdf

13 Placer County Air Pollution Control District, 2017 CEQA Handbook — Chapter 2, Thresholds of Significance.
https://placerair.org/DocumentCenter/View/2047/Chapter-2-Thresholds-of-Significance-PDf
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As described, the 1,100 metric tons of COze per year threshold is used by other air districts for land use development
projects. Therefore, the proposed project’s GHG emissions were compared to the 1,100 metric tons of COze per year
quantitative threshold. The substantial evidence for this GHG emissions threshold is based on the expert opinion of
various California air districts, which have applied the 1,100 metric tons of COze per year threshold in numerous CEQA
documents where those air districts were the lead agency.

The following includes an analysis of environmental parameters related to Greenhouse Gas Emissions based on Appendix
G of the State CEQA Guidelines. The discussion not only includes the areas for which there is potential for environmental
impacts but also provides justification for the conclusions that either no impacts, less than significant impacts, or less
than significant impacts with mitigation could occur.

. Less-Than-
GO Significant With LAl No
Significant o Significant
Mitigation Impact
Impact | d Impact
Would the Project: ncorporate
a) Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or indirectly, that X
may have a significant impact on the environment?
b) Conflict with an applicable plan, policy or regulation adopted for the
purpose of reducing the emissions of greenhouse gases? X

a)  Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or indirectly, that may have a significant impact on the
environment?

As described throughout this document, implementation of the proposed project would occur over a period of
approximately 4 years (SHN, 2023) and would include improvements, including but not limited to, the construction of a
new water tank, booster pump station improvements, and the replacement of up to 320 fire hydrants. The project would
result in a temporary increase in GHG emissions during construction activities, including but not limited to exhaust
emissions from worker commute vehicles, and off-road heavy-duty equipment. Once construction activities are complete
there is limited potential for the project to generate operational GHG emission impacts. Operational emissions are
anticipated to result from maintenance activities by District personnel. The proposed project would generate both direct
and indirect GHG emissions. Direct GHG emissions include emissions from construction activities, area sources, and
mobile (vehicles and equipment) sources. Indirect GHG emissions include emissions from energy consumption, solid
waste, and water demand.

Construction and operational emissions for the proposed project were estimated using the California Emissions Estimator
Model (CalEEMod), which is a statewide land use emissions computer model designed to provide a uniform platform for
government agencies to quantify potential GHG emissions associated with both construction and operation of a variety
of land use projects (CAPCOA, 2022). The model applies inherent default values for various land uses, including trip
generation rates based on the Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) Manual, vehicle mix, trip length, average speed,
etc. However, where project-specific data is available, such data should be input into the model. Project-specific
information from Section 2.0, PROJECT DESCRIPTION, where available, was input into the model. Otherwise, where
project-specific information was not available, the model default values were used for estimating emissions from the
project.

Table 4-6, ANNUAL GHG EMISSIONS FROM CONTRUCTION AND OPERATIONAL (UNMITIGATED) presents the estimates
of unmitigated annual GHG emissions from the proposed construction and operational activities as compared to the
1,100 MTCOze/yr threshold of significance.
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Table 4-6
ANNUAL GHG EMISSIONS FROM CONSTRUCTION AND OPERTATION (UNMITIGATED)

. GHG Emission Threshold of Significance e =
Project Phase (MTCOse/yr)t (MTCOse/yr)? Significant Impact?
Construction 150 1,100 No

Operations 150 1,100 No

1. Derived from CalEEMod modeling results (CAPCOA, 2022).
2. SCACPD, 2001.

As indicated in Table 4-6, the construction and operational GHG emissions from the proposed project are well below the
threshold of significance of 1,100 MTCOze/yr used by multiple air districts in the State. Therefore, the proposed project
would not generate GHG emissions, either directly or indirectly, that may have a significant impact on the environment.
Impacts are less than significant in this regard.

b)  Conflict with an applicable plan, policy or regulation adopted for the purpose of reducing the emissions
of greenhouse gases?

As described throughout this document, implementation of the proposed project would occur over a period of
approximately 4 years (SHN, 2023) and would include improvements, including but not limited to, the construction of a
new water tank, backup generators, booster pump station improvements, and the replacement of up to 320 fire
hydrants. The proposed project would result in GHG emissions from construction and operations. A GHG impact would
be significant if the project would conflict with an applicable plan, policy, or regulation for the purpose of reducing GHG
emissions.

The proposed project is subject to myriad State and local regulations applicable to project design, construction, and
operation that would reduce GHG emissions, increase energy efficiency, and provide compliance with the CARB Climate
Change Scoping Plan (CARB, 2022). The State of California has the most comprehensive GHG regulatory requirements in
the United States, with laws and regulations requiring reductions that affect project emissions. Legal mandates to reduce
GHG emissions from vehicles, for example, reduce project-related vehicular emissions. Legal mandates to reduce per
capita water consumption and impose waste management standards to reduce methane and other GHGs from solid
wastes are all examples of mandates that reduce GHGs.

As discussed above under subsection a), GHG emissions from the proposed project’s construction and operational
activity are well below the threshold of significance of 1,100 MTCO2e/yr that is used by several air districts in the state
to determine the significance of impacts from GHG emissions. As such, construction and operational emissions from the
proposed project would be less than significant and would not conflict with any plans, policies, or regulations related to
GHG emissions.

Additionally, the project would result in improved energy efficiency through the following:

e Infrastructure—The new pump stations and pump station modifications associated with this project are
expected to result in less energy consumption because they would include equipment that is more energy
efficient, such as modern pumps with variable frequency drives (VFDs). The proposed VFDs are energy
management devices that improve efficiency, performance, and reliability of the system. A VFD will reduce the
frequency of the motor, thus reducing the speed and ultimately the discharge of the pump. By reducing the
frequency of the motor, significant energy savings are achievable. Another feature of a VFD is the integrated
soft start feature. A VFD employs a soft start feature that conserves energy by gradually increasing the frequency
of a pump and reducing the initial current surge when a pump starts. The soft start feature improves efficiency
while also reducing stresses to the pump and other system components.

These energy efficiency improvements represent a substantial reduction in the existing waste of energy for pumping
water (as well as energy used during water treatment) and would reduce indirect GHG emissions generated by electricity
consumption during project operation. The reductions that would result in indirect GHG emissions from operation of the
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water system due to the proposed energy efficiency improvements would provide consistency with the goals of the CARB
Scoping Plan related to reducing GHG emissions from the public utility sector (CARB, 2022).

Therefore, the proposed project as designed and in compliance with existing laws and regulations, would not generate
GHG emissions that would conflict with an applicable plan, policy, or regulation for the purpose of reducing GHG
emissions. Impacts would be less than significant in this regard.

Mitigation Measures

No mitigation measures are required.

Findings

Based upon the review of the information above, implementation of the proposed project will have a less than significant
impact with respect to Greenhouse Gas Emissions.

Documentation and References

California Air Pollution Control Officer’s Association (CAPCOA). 2024. California Emission Estimator Model (CalEEMod) —
Detailed Reports. Version 2022.1.1.22. Model Run on 07/09/2024 [Online]: https://www.caleemod.com/.

CARB (California Air Resources Board). 2022. 2022 Scoping Plan for Achieving Carbon Neutrality. [Online]:

https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/ab-32-climate-change-scoping-plan/2022-scoping-plan-documents.

California Office of the Attorney General. 2010. The California Environmental Quality Act Addressing Global Warming
Impacts at the Local Agency Level. Updated January 6, 2010.

IEA (International Energy Agency). 2008. Energy Efficiency Requirements in Building Codes, Energy Efficiency Policies for
New Buildings. March 2008.

SCLTC (Siskiyou County Local Transportation Commission). 2021. 2021 Regional Transportation Plan. August 2021.

SHN (SHN Consulting Engineers and Geologists). 2023. Preliminary Engineering Report for Drinking Water System
Improvements. December 22, 2023.

Siskiyou (Siskiyou County). 1972. Siskiyou County General Plan. 1972, as amended.
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IX. Hazards and Hazardous Materials

Hazards are those physical safety factors that can cause injury or death, and while by themselves in isolation may not
pose a significant safety hazard to the public, when combined with development of projects can exacerbate hazardous
conditions. Hazardous materials are typically chemicals or processes that are used or generated by a project that could
pose harm to people working at the site or on adjacent areas. Many of these chemicals can cause hazardous conditions
to occur should they be improperly disposed of or accidentally spilled as part of project development or operations.

Hazardous materials refer generally to hazardous substances, hazardous waste, and other materials that exhibit
corrosive, poisonous, flammable, and/or reactive properties and have the potential to harm human health and/or the
environment. The term “hazardous materials” as used in this section includes all materials defined in the California Health
and Safety Code Section 25501(n): “A material that, because of its quantity, concentration, or physical or chemical
characteristics, poses a significant present or potential hazard to human health and safety or to the environment if
released into the workplace or the environment. ‘Hazardous materials’ include, but are not limited to, hazardous
substances, hazardous waste, and any material that a handler or the unified program agency has a reasonable basis for
believing that it would be injurious to the health and safety of persons or harmful to the environment if released into the
workplace or the environment.”

The purpose of this section of the Initial Study is to identify, to the extent feasible, the potential for hazards associated
with historic and current site uses, surrounding sites, and recognized environmental conditions in connection with the
project site and to identify potential risks to human health.

Environmental Setting

Emergency Response

Emergency response plans include elements to maintain continuity of government, emergency functions of
governmental agencies, mobilization and application of resources, mutual aid, and public information. Emergency
response plans are maintained at the federal, State, and local levels for all types of disaster, both natural and human
caused. Local governments have the primary responsibility for preparedness and response activities. The Lake Shastina
Community Property Owners Association (LSPOA) and Lake Shastina Fire Department (LSFD) have partnered with the
Greater Lake Shastina Fire Safe Council (GLFSC) to prepare and implement the Community Wildfire Protection Plan
(CWPP) in an effort to protect community residents and property owners. The CWPP identifies several emergency
evacuation routes in and throughout the Lake Shasta Community Services District (District). There is no adopted
emergency evacuation plan applicable to the project area.

Fire Protection

The LSFD, located at 16309 Everhard Drive, is a 19 person department that staff’s one structural engine, two wildland
brush engines, one attack and one rescue during normal daylight hours. The fire department relies on a combination
part-time paid firefighters, seasonal firefighters, and paid call volunteers. The project site and the large surrounding area
of State Responsibility Area (SRA) lands are primarily CAL FIRE’s responsibility for fire protection (LSFD, 2023; GLFSC,
2018).

CAL FIRE has mapped areas of significant fire hazards in the state through its Fire and Resources Assessment Program
(FRAP). These maps place areas of the state into different fire hazard severity zones (FHSZ) based on a hazard scoring
system using subjective criteria for fuels, fire history, terrain influences, housing density, and occurrence of severe fire
weather where urban conflagration could result in catastrophic losses. This classification system designates lands in
three general classifications, “Moderate”, “High” and “Very High” Fire Hazard Severity Zones. The FRAP identifies the
project area as a high and very high fire hazard severity zone (CAL FIRE, 2023).
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Hazardous Materials

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) maintains the Enforcement and Compliance History Online (ECHO)
program. The ECHO website provides environmental regulatory compliance and enforcement information for
approximately 800,000 regulated facilities nationwide. The ECHO website includes environmental permit, inspection,
violation, enforcement action, and penalty information about EPA-regulated facilities. Facilities included on the site are
Clean Air Act (CAA) stationary sources; Clean Water Act (CWA) facilities with direct discharge permits, under the National
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System; generators and handlers of hazardous waste, regulated under the Resource
Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA); and public drinking water systems, regulated under the Safe Drinking Water Act
(SDWA). ECHO also includes information about EPA cases under other environmental statutes. When available,
information is provided on surrounding demographics, and ECHO includes other EPA environmental data sets to provide
additional context for analyses, such as Toxics Release Inventory data. According to the ECHO program, the project site
and adjoining properties are not listed as having a hazardous materials violation (EPA, 2023).

Under Government Code Section 65962.5, both the California Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) and the
State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) are required to maintain lists of sites known to have hazardous substances
present in the environment. Both agencies maintain up-to-date lists on their websites. A search of the DTSC and SWRCB
lists identified no open cases of hazardous waste violations onsite or within %-mile of the site (DTSC, 2023; SWRCB, 2023).

The Siskiyou County Environmental Health Department (EHD) is the administering agency and the Certified Unified
Program Agency (CUPA) for Siskiyou County with responsibility for regulating hazardous materials handlers, hazardous
waste generators, underground storage tank facilities, above ground storage tanks, and stationary sources handling
regulated substances. A Hazardous Materials Business Plan (HMBP) is required of businesses in Shasta County that
handle, use, generate, or store hazardous materials. The primary purpose of this plan is to provide readily available
information regarding the location, type, and health risks of hazardous materials to emergency response personnel,
authorized government officials, and the public. Large cases of hazardous materials contamination or violations are
referred to the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (NCRWQCB) and the DTSC. Temporary construction
activities associated with the proposed project do not require the preparation of a HMBP.

Regulatory Setting

Hazardous materials and wastes can pose a significant actual or potential hazard to human health and the environment
when improperly treated, stored, transported, disposed of, or otherwise managed. Many federal, State, and local
programs that regulate the use, storage, and transportation of hazardous materials and hazardous waste are in place to
prevent these unwanted consequences. These regulatory programs are designed to reduce the danger that hazardous
substances may pose to people and businesses under normal daily circumstances and as a result of emergencies and
disasters.

Current federal, State, and local regulations relevant to the review of Hazards and Hazardous Materials for this project
are summarized below. Ordinances, regulations, or standards that are applicable to the environmental review of
potential impacts related to hazards and hazardous materials include the following:

California Environmental Protection Agency

One of the primary agencies that regulate hazardous materials is the Cal EPA. The State, through Cal EPA, is authorized
by the EPA to enforce and implement certain federal hazardous materials laws and regulations. The California DTSC, a
department of the Cal EPA, protects California and Californians from exposure to hazardous waste, primarily under the
authority of the RCRA and the California Health and Safety Code. The DTSC requirements include the need for written
programs and response plans, such as Hazardous Materials Business Plans. DTSC programs include dealing with cleanups
of improper hazardous waste management; evaluation of samples taken from sites; enforcement of regulations
regarding use, storage, and disposal of hazardous materials; and encouragement of pollution prevention.
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California Division of Occupational Safety and Health

Like OSHA at the federal level, the California Division of Occupational Safety and Health (Cal/OSHA) is the responsible
State-level agency for ensuring workplace safety. Cal/OSHA assumes primary responsibility for the adoption and
enforcement of standards regarding workplace safety and safety practices. In the event that a site is contaminated, a site
safety plan must be crafted and implemented to protect the safety of workers. Site safety plans establish policies,
practices, and procedures to prevent the exposure of workers and members of the public to hazardous materials
originating from contaminated sites or buildings.

California Building Code

The State of California provided a minimum standard for building design through the California Building Code (CBC),
which is in Part 2 of Title 24 of the California Code of Regulations. Commercial buildings are plan-checked by the County
for compliance with the CBC. Typical fire safety requirements of the CBC included the installation of sprinklers,
establishment of fire resistance standards for fire doors, certain building materials, and particular types of construction,
and the clearance of debris and vegetation within a prescribed distance from occupied structures in wildlife hazard areas.

California Vehicle Code

The State of California regulates the transportation of hazardous waste originating or passing through the state. Common
carriers are licensed by the California Highway Patrol (CHP) pursuant to the California Vehicle Code, Section 32000. This
section requires licensing for every motor (common) carrier who transports, for a fee, in excess of 500 pounds of
hazardous materials at one time and every carrier, if not for hire, who carries more than 1,000 pounds of hazardous
material of the type requiring placards. Common carriers conduct a large portion of the business in the delivery of
hazardous materials.

California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection

The California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) has mapped fire threat potential throughout
California. CAL FIRE ranks fire threat based on the availability of fuel and the likelihood of an area burning (based on
topography, fire history, and climate). The rankings include no fire threat, moderate, high, and very high fire threat. CAL
FIRE produced the 2010 Strategic Fire Plan for California, with goals, objectives, and policies to prepare for and mitigate
the effects of fire on California’s natural and built environments.

California Fire Code

The California Fire Code (CFC) is Part 9 of the California Building Standards Code (California Code of Regulations, Title 24).
Updated every 3 years, the CFC includes provisions and standards for emergency planning and preparedness, fire service
features, fire protection systems, hazardous materials, fire flow requirements, and fire hydrant locations and
distribution. Similar to the CBC, the CFC is generally adopted on a jurisdiction-by-jurisdiction basis, subject to further
modification based on local conditions.

Community Wildfire Protection Plan

The Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) (2018) reflects common goals to better enable the Lake Shastina
community to protect itself. This CWPP is a living document which will change over time, as projects are implemented
and new priorities arise. The Greater Lake Shastina Fire Safe Council (GLSFSC) will utilize the CWPP as a means for the
community to participate in wildfire protection planning for the future.
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Emergency Response to Hazardous Materials Incidents

To coordinate emergency services provided by local, state, and federal agencies, California has developed an Emergency
Response Plan pursuant to the Emergency Services Act. The Plan is administered by the state Office of Emergency
Services. Local agencies are required to develop area plans for an organized response to releases of hazardous materials
that are dependent on Business Plans submitted by handlers of hazardous materials and waste within that agency's area.
Pursuant to California Health and Safety Code, Section 25503(a) and CCR Section 2729, any business handling hazardous
material must establish and implement a Hazardous Materials Business Plan. These Business Plans are then submitted
to the local administering agency. In the County, the administering agency is Siskiyou County Environmental Health
Department.

Lake Shastina Wildland Fire Evacuation Plan

The Lake Shastina Fire Department, with the assistance of the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection and
the Siskiyou County Office of Emergency Services, prepared the Wild Land Fire Evacuation Plan in the interest of public
safety for the citizens of the Lake Shastina Community Services District. The evacuation plan describes potential impact
areas within the Lake Shastina Community Services District, the number of people threatened, the designated evacuation
routes and any critical or special facilities located within the District.

Siskiyou County Emergency Operations Plan

The Siskiyou County Emergency Operations Plan (EOP) establishes procedures for responding to various emergency
situations, including regional flooding, nuclear power plant incident, volcanic activity, tsunami/seiche waves, hazardous
materials incident, nuclear defense emergency, dam failure, approaching wildland fire, and seismic activity.

Siskiyou County Hazard Mitigation Plan

The purpose of the Siskiyou County Hazard Mitigation Plan is to implement and sustain actions that reduce vulnerability
and risk from hazards or reduce the severity of the effects of hazards on people and property. Mitigation actions are both
short-term and long-term activities, which reduce the cause or occurrence of hazards; reduce exposure to hazards or
reduce effects of hazards through various means to include preparedness, response, and recovery measures.

Unified Hazardous Waste and Hazardous Materials Management Regulatory Program

In January 1996, Cal-EPA adopted regulations implementing a "Unified Hazardous Waste and Hazardous Materials
Management Regulatory Program" (Unified Program). The six elements of the Unified Program are as follows: 1)
hazardous waste generators and hazardous waste on-site treatment; 2) underground storage tanks; 3) above-ground
storage tanks; 4) hazardous material release response plans and inventories 5) risk management and prevention
programs; and 6) Unified Fire Code hazardous materials management plans and inventories. The Unified Program is
implemented at the local level by a local agency — the Certified Unified Program Agency (CUPA). The CUPA is responsible
for consolidating the administration of the six program elements within its jurisdiction. As mentioned above, the Siskiyou
County Environmental Health Department is the designated CUPA for the County.

Impact Analysis

Fire Hazard Severity Zones and State Responsibility Areas maps and information available from the Lake Shastina
Community Services District, Greater Lake Shastina Fire Safe Council, and CAL FIRE were reviewed. Evaluation of the
potential impacts are based on information obtained from the above agencies and the California Building Code.

The following includes an analysis of environmental parameters related to Hazards and Hazardous Materials based on
Appendix G of the State CEQA Guidelines. The discussion not only includes the areas for which there is potential for
environmental impacts but also provides justification for the conclusions that either no impacts, less than significant
impacts, or less than significant impacts with mitigation could occur.
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Less-Than-

Potentially Significant Less-Than- No

Impact

Significant With Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact

Would the Project: Incorporated

a) Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through the
routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials?

b) Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through
reasonably foreseeable upset and accident conditions involving the release of X
hazardous materials into the environment?

c) Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous
materials, substances, or waste within one-quarter mile of an existing or X
proposed school?

d)  Be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous materials sites
compiled pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a result, X
would it create a significant hazard to the public or the environment?

e)  Foraproject located within an airport land use plan or, where such a plan has
not been adopted, within two miles of a public airport or public use airport,

would the project result in a safety hazard or excessive noise for people X
residing or working in the project area?

f) Impair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted emergency X
response plan or emergency evacuation plan?

g) Expose people or structures, either directly or indirectly, to a significant risk X

of loss, injury, or death involving wildland fires?

a)  Create asignificant hazard to the public or the environment through the routine transport, use, or disposal
of hazardous materials?

Hazardous materials are typically chemicals or processes that are used or generated by a project that could pose harm
to people working at the site or on adjacent areas. Many of these chemicals can cause hazardous conditions to occur
should they be improperly disposed of or accidentally spilled as part of project development or operations. Hazardous
materials are also those listed as hazardous pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5.

The proposed project includes the use of regulated materials (such as petroleum hydrocarbons, fuels, and lubricants) for
the use of mechanized equipment during construction. All hazardous or regulated materials that are used on site during
construction activities will be properly stored and secured to prevent access by the general public; no construction
equipment fuel or lubricants will be stored onsite during the project development. No hazardous materials will be
disposed of at the project site. Procedures will be followed when handling or storing hazardous materials, and all job
site employees will be trained in the proper usage and storage of hazardous materials, as needed. The potential hazard
to the public or the environment through the routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials is less than
significant.

In addition, a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) would be prepared and implemented for the project. The
SWPPP would describe any hazardous materials required for the project and would include best management practices
for prevention of accidental spills as well as cleanup requirements for any accidental spills or releases of hazardous
materials. Therefore, compliance with applicable laws and regulations would minimize the potential for the project to
create a significant hazard to the public or the environment, and impacts would be less than significant. No mitigation
measures are required.
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b)  Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through reasonably foreseeable upset and
accident conditions involving the release of hazardous materials into the environment?

Potential construction-related hazards could be created during the course of construction given that construction
activities involve the use of heavy equipment, which uses small and incidental amounts of oils and fuels and other
potentially flammable substances. The level of risk associated with the accidental release of hazardous substances is not
considered significant due to the small volume and low concentration of hazardous materials used during construction.
The construction contractor would be required to use standard construction controls and safety procedures that would
avoid and minimize the potential for accidental release of such substances into the environment. Standard construction
practices would be observed such that any materials released are appropriately contained and remediated as required
by local, State, and federal law. All hazardous materials used for operations would be appropriately stored onsite and
handled in accordance with County, State, and federal regulations. Because any hazardous materials used for operations
would be in small quantities, long-term impacts associated with handling, storing, and disposing of hazardous materials
from project operation would be less than significant.

Asbestos and lead paint may be present in the existing well houses or existing piping that may need to be removed or
modified. Lead-based paint abatement or removal would include removal of any lead hazard, which, according to Title
17 of the California Code of Regulations, includes deteriorated lead-based paint and lead-contaminated soil (soil
contaminated with lead paint chips). The California Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) lead standard
for construction activities is implemented under Title 8 of the California Code of Regulations. The standard applies to any
construction or demolition activity that may release lead dust or fumes, including manual scraping, manual sanding, heat
gun applications, power tool cleaning, rivet busting, abrasive blasting, welding, cutting, or torch burning of lead-based
coatings. With implementation of Mitigation Measure HAZ-1 and Mitigation Measure HAZ-2 impacts would be less than
significant.

c)  Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous materials, substances, or waste
within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed school?

The proposed project would not emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous materials,
substances, or waste within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed school. No impacts would occur in this regard.

d)  Be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant to
Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a result, would it create a significant hazard to the public or
the environment?

Under Government Code Section 65962.5, both the DTSC and the SWRCB are required to maintain lists of sites known to
have hazardous substances present in the environment. Both agencies maintain up-to-date lists on their websites. A
search of the DTSC and SWRCB lists identified no open cases of hazardous waste violations onsite or within %-mile of the
site (DTSC, 2023; SWRCB, 2023). No impact would occur in this regard.

e)  For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where such a plan has not been adopted, within
two miles of a public airport or public use airport, would the project result in a safety hazard or excessive
noise for people residing or working in the project area?

The proposed project is not located within an airport land use plan or within two miles of a public airport or public use
airport. The nearest airport to the project site is the Weed Airport located approximately 4 miles to the west. No impact
would occur in this regard.

f) Impair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted emergency response plan or emergency
evacuation plan?

As discussed above under the Environmental Setting, a Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) has been prepared
for the greater Lake Shastina area in an effort to protect community residents and property owners from wildfires. The
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CWPP identifies several emergency evacuation routes in and throughout the District; however, there is no adopted
emergency evacuation plan applicable to the project area. No roadway closures are anticipated during temporary
construction activities. As a result, the proposed project would not impair implementation of any emergency response
plan or emergency evaluation plan as it would not alter existing roadways, or physically interfere with existing roadway
patterns. Impacts would be less than significant.

g) Expose people or structures, either directly or indirectly, to a significant risk of loss, injury, or death
involving wildland fires?

The District has identified several deficiencies in the overall water treatment system including aging tanks, inadequate
water storage, inadequate pressure in the southeast zone, lack of backup power, and aging fire hydrants. To remedy
these deficiencies, the District proposes a combination of replacement components and new construction (well house
buildings and one above ground water tank). As a result, the proposed project is considered to provide a long-term
benefit to fire protection services within the District.

The proposed project is located within the response area of LSFD. The LSFD is located onsite at 16309 Everhart Drive.
The proposed project would not result in any alterations to slope, wind, or other factors that could potentially exacerbate
wildfire risks onsite or within the project vicinity. No impact would occur in this regard.

Mitigation Measures

The following mitigation measures have been developed to reduce potential impacts related to Hazards and Hazardous
Materials to less than significant levels:

Mitigation Measure HAZ-1

Prior to initiation of construction activities that would affect existing structures and associated piping, a comprehensive
survey shall be completed in locations where asbestos and lead-based paint are suspected. Removal or disturbance of
material with any detectable amount of asbestos or lead-based paint must be handled in accordance with OSHA
regulations. All hazardous materials shall be removed by trained and authorized personnel and disposed of at a licensed
facility in compliance with local, State, and federal regulations and guidelines.

Mitigation Measure HAZ-2

In the event previously undetected asbestos or lead-containing materials are discovered during construction, activities
that may affect the materials shall cease until results of additional surveys are reviewed. Alternatively, the District can
assume that the materials are hazardous. Any identified hazardous materials shall be disposed of in accordance with
applicable hazardous waste regulations.

Findings

Based upon the review of the information above, with implementation of mitigation measures the proposed project will
have a less than significant impact with respect to Hazards and Hazardous Materials.
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X. Hydrology and Water Quality

The purpose of this section of the Initial Study is to describe the hydrologic and water quality setting of the proposed
project site and surrounding area. This section also evaluates potential long-term and short-term water quality impacts
associated with construction and long-term operation of the proposed project.

Environmental Setting

The Lake Shastina Community Services District (District) surrounds a portion of Lake Shastina, a lake that is formed by
Dwinell Dam. The lake is primarily fed by surface water from precipitation and the Shasta River that enters the lake from
the south. Water leaves the lake below Dwinell Dam and continues down the Shasta River or is taken through surface
ditches for agricultural use by local irrigation users.

Surface Water Resources

The project location is within the Shasta River watershed (hydrologic unit code 18010207). Snowmelt from Mount Shasta
contributes significantly to surface runoff and groundwater hydrology. Water from melted snow percolates down
through porous volcanic rocks and flows subsurface, eventually emerging as springs and seeps on the valley margin or
floor. The project area contains four hydrology types: one lake (Lake Shastina), two freshwater ponds, and one river
(Shasta River). Lake Shastinais a 1,613-acre lake that is classified as LLUBHh (lacustrine, limnetic, unconsolidated bottom,
permanently flooded, and diked). Lost Lake, which is one of the freshwater ponds, is 10.41 acres and situated 0.28 miles
west of Lake Shastina and is classified as a PABG (palustrine, aquatic bed, and intermittently exposed). The unnamed
freshwater pond that is located within the northeast mouth of Lake Shastina, is 2.94 acres and classified as a PABGXx
(palustrine, aquatic bed, intermittently exposed, and excavated). The Shasta River enters Lake Shastina in the southwest
corner and flows/exists through the riverine north of Lake Shastina. After 0.5 miles due north, the river flows northwest
towards the Klamath River. Shasta River has various classifications within the study area that include R3UBH (riverine,
upper perennial, unconsolidated bottom, permanently flooded), PEM1C (palustrine, emergent, persistent, seasonally
flooded), PSSC (palustrine, scrub-shrub, seasonally flooded), PEM1A (palustrine, emergent, persistent, and temporary
flooded), PEM1Ch (palustrine, emergent, persistent, seasonally flooded, diked), and PFOC (Palustrine, forested, and
seasonally flooded) (SHN, 2023a).

Lake Shastina has a large seepage rate to the groundwater basin beneath the Shasta River to the northwest. The
Montague canal from Lake Shastina also has a high seepage rate (estimated as 25% of the canal flow) that recharges the
groundwater between Lake Shastina and Montague. There is also considerable recharge from the irrigated pastures and
alfalfa fields in other parts of Shasta Valley (SHN, 2023a).

Groundwater Resources

The Siskiyou County Flood Control and Water Conservation District is participating in a consortium of nearby
groundwater users to form a Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) pursuant to the requirements of AB 1739, SB
1168, and SB 1319 collectively known as the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA).

The proposed project is located within the Shasta Valley Groundwater Basin (SVWB). The SVWB is a medium priority
basin located in Northern California and is bounded by Mount Shasta to the South, the Klamath Mountains to the west
and the Cascade Range to the east and the Klamath River to the north. As a medium priority basin, a Groundwater
Sustainability Plan (GSP) is required which outlines a 20-year plan to direct sustainable groundwater management
activities that considers the needs of all users in the SYWB and ensures a viable groundwater resource for beneficial use
by agricultural, residential, industrial, municipal, and ecological users (SCFCWCD, 2021; 2023).
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Flood Hazards

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has mapped the 100-year and 500-year floodplains throughout
Siskiyou County. The majority of the site is located outside of the mapped 100-year floodplain; however, there are several
existing residents along the shore of Lake Shastina within Zone A, Special Flood Hazard Areas (without base flood
elevation) (FEMA, 2011).

Regulatory Setting

This section summarizes current federal, State, and local regulations relevant to the review of Hydrology and Water
Quality for this project. Ordinances, regulations, or standards that are applicable to the environmental review of potential
impacts related to hydrology and water quality include the following:

Clean Water Act

The Clean Water Act (CWA) is a federal law that protects the nation’s surface waters, including lakes, rivers, coastal
wetlands, and “waters of the United States.” The CWA specifies that discharges to waters are illegal, unless authorized
by an appropriate permit. The permits regulate the discharge of dredged and fill materials, construction-related
stormwater discharges, and activities that may result in discharges of pollutants to waters of the United States. If waters
of the U.S. are located on a project site, a proposed project is likely to discharge to them, and if impacts on them are
anticipated, the project must obtain a CWA Section 401 Water Quality Certification from the appropriate Regional Water
Quality Control Board (RWQCB).

Federal Anti-Degradation Policy

The federal Anti-Degradation Policy is part of the CWA (Section 303(d)) and is designed to protect water quality and
water resources. The policy directs states to adopt a statewide policy that includes the following primary provisions: (1)
existing instream uses and water quality necessary to protect those uses shall be maintained and protected; (2) where
existing water quality is better than necessary to support fishing and swimming conditions, that quality shall be
maintained and protected unless the state finds that allowing lower water quality is necessary for important local
economic or social development; and (3) where high-quality waters constitute an outstanding national resource, such
as waters of national and state parks, wildlife refuges, and waters of exceptional recreational or ecological significance,
that water quality shall be maintained and protected.

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System

The NPDES program is administered by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), which delegated oversight in
California to the Regional Water Quality Control Boards. The NPDES program provides general permits and individual
permits. The general permits are for construction projects that disturb more than one acre of land. The general permit
requires the applicant to file a public Notice of Intent (NOI) to discharge stormwater and to prepare and implement a
Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP). The SWPPP includes a site map, description of proposed activities,
demonstration of compliance with applicable ordinances and regulations, and a description of Best Management
Practices (BMPs) that would be implemented to reduce erosion and discharge of construction-related pollutants. The
CWA-established NPDES permit program regulates municipal and industrial discharges to surface waters of the United
States from their municipal separate storm sewer systems (MS4s). Under the NPDES program, all facilities that discharge
pollutants into waters of the United States are required to obtain a NPDES permit. Requirements for stormwater
discharges are also regulated under this program.

Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act

The Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act acts in cooperation with the CWA to establish the SWRCB. The SWRCB is
divided into nine regions, each overseen by an RWQCB. The SWRCB, and thus each RWQCB, is responsible for protecting
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California’s surface waters and groundwater supplies. The Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act develops Basin
Plans that designate the beneficial uses of California’s rivers and groundwater basins. The Basin Plans also establish
narrative and numerical water quality objectives for those waters. Basin Plans are updated every three years and provide
the basis of determining waste discharge requirements, taking enforcement actions, and evaluating clean water grant
proposals. The Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act is also responsible for implementing CWA Sections 401-402
and 303(d) to SWRCB and RWQCBs.

Siskiyou County Emergency Operations Plan

The Siskiyou County Emergency Operations Plan (EOP) establishes procedures for responding to various emergency
situations, including regional flooding, nuclear power plant incident, volcanic activity, tsunami/seiche waves, hazardous
materials incident, nuclear defense emergency, dam failure, approaching wildland fire, and seismic activity.

State Water Resources Control Board Waste Discharge Requirements

Waste discharges that can be exempted from the California Code of Regulations (CCR) requirements are issued waste
discharge requirements (WDRs) and are regulated by the WDR Program. Typical discharge types include domestic or
municipal wastewater, food processing related wastewater, and industrial wastewater.

Statewide General Construction Permit

Construction projects of one acre or more are regulated under the Construction General Permit, Order No. 2012-0006-
DWQ, issued by the SWRCB. Under the terms of the permit, applicants must file permit registration documents with the
SWRCB prior to the start of construction, including a Notice of Intent, risk assessment, site map, SWPPP, annual fee, and
signed certification statement.

Sustainable Groundwater Management Act

In 2014, California enacted the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA; Water Code Section 10720 et seq.).
SGMA and related amendments to California law require all groundwater basins designated as high or medium priority
in the DWR California Statewide Groundwater Elevation Monitoring (CASGEM) Program, and that are subject to critical
overdraft conditions, must be managed under a new Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) or a coordinated set of GSPs.
High or medium priority basins that are not subject to a critical overdraft must be regulated under one or more GSPs by
2022. Where GSPs are required, one or more local Groundwater Sustainability Agencies (GSAs) must be formed to
implement applicable GSPs. A GSA has the authority to require registration of groundwater wells, measure and manage
extractions, require reports, and assess fees, and to request revisions of basin boundaries, including establishing new
subbasins.

In Siskiyou County there are four basins that fall under the requirements of SGMA; the Shasta, Scott and Butte Valley
Basins and the Tulelake Subbasin. To carry out the requirements of SGMA, the Siskiyou County Flood Control and Water
Conservation District serves as the Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) for the three basins, and the Siskiyou County
Board of Supervisors serves as a member of the GSA for the Tulelake Subbasin; alongside Tulelake Irrigation District,
Modoc County and the City of Tulelake.

Water Quality Control Plan for the North Coast Region

The Water Quality Control Plan for the North Coast Region (Basin Plan) contains the regulations adopted by the North
Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Water Board) to control the discharge of waste and other
controllable factors affecting the quality of waters of the state within the boundaries of the North Coast Region. Porter-
Cologne defines “Waters of the state” to mean any surface water or groundwater, including saline waters, within the
boundaries of the state. The Basin Plan, as amended periodically, establishes the beneficial uses of water within the
region; the water quality objectives necessary to protect those uses, including an Anti-degradation policy; the
prohibitions, policies, and action plans, by which protections are implemented; and the monitoring, which is conducted
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to ensure attainment of water quality standards. Under the Clean Water Act, water quality standards include designated
uses, water quality criteria, and an Anti-degradation policy. Porter-Cologne modifies the federal language to refer to
designated uses as beneficial uses and water quality criteria as water quality objectives, which includes the State Water
Board’s Anti-degradation policy (Resolution 68-16). Porter-Cologne also requires a program of implementation for water
quality protection in California. A program of implementation includes actions necessary to achieve objectives, a time
schedule for the actions to be taken, and monitoring to determine compliance with water quality objectives and
protection of beneficial uses of water.

The Basin Plan is adopted by the Regional Water Board and approved by the State Water Resources Control Board (State
Board), and the Office of Administrative Law (OAL). The United State Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) approves
the water quality standards contained in the Basin Plan, as required by the Clean Water Act.

The Basin Plan is used as a regulatory tool by the Regional Water Board. Regional Water Board orders cite the Basin Plan's
water quality standards, prohibitions, and other programs of implementation applicable to a particular discharge or
category of discharge. The Basin Plan is also used by other agencies in their permitting and resource management
activities. Further, it serves as an educational and reference document for dischargers and members of the public.

Impact Analysis

The following includes an analysis of environmental parameters related to Hydrology and Water Quality based on
Appendix G of the State CEQA Guidelines. The discussion not only includes the areas for which there is potential for
environmental impacts but also provides justification for the conclusions that either no impacts, less than significant
impacts, or less than significant impacts with mitigation could occur.

. Less-Than-
ALY Significant With tess Than No
Significant

o Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact Impact

Incorporated

Would the Project:

a) Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge requirements or
otherwise substantially degrade surface or ground water quality?

b)  Substantially decease groundwater supplies or interfere substantially
with groundwater recharge such that the project may impede sustainable X
groundwater management of the basin?

C) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area,
including through the alteration of the course of a stream or river or
through the addition of impervious surfaces, in a manner which would:

i) Result in substantial erosion or siltation on- or off-site; X

ii) Substantially increase the rate or amount of surface runoff in a
manner which would result in flooding on- or off-site;

iii) Create or contribute runoff water which would exceed the capacity
of existing or planned stormwater drainage systems or provide X
substantial additional sources of polluted runoff; or

iv) Impede or redirect flood flows? X
d) Inflood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones, risk release of pollutants due to X
project inundation?
e) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of a water quality control plan X

or sustainable groundwater management plan?
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a) Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge requirements or otherwise substantially degrade
surface or ground water quality?

Implementation of the proposed project would not require the District to secure a waste discharge requirements (WDR)
from the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (NCRWQCB). Construction of the proposed project would
involve excavation, grading, and installation of project components, which would result in the temporary disturbance of
soil and would expose disturbed areas to potential storm events. This could generate accelerated runoff, localized
erosion, and sedimentation. In addition, construction activities could expose soil to wind erosion that could adversely
affect onsite soils and the re-vegetation potential of the area.

Earthwork, grading, and soil stockpiling activities associated with construction will be conducted in accordance with the
conditions of a grading permit issued by the Siskiyou County. The area of ground disturbing activity is anticipated to be
over l-acre and is subject to coverage under the General Permit for Discharges of Storm Water Associated with
Construction Activity (NPDES General Permit No. CAS000002). A Construction Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan
(SWPPP) and Notice of Intent (NOI) administered by the NCRWQCB will be required prior to construction. The
Construction SWPPP will specify Best Management Practices (BMPs) for erosion and sediment control measures.

Typical BMPs are developed to address spill prevention and erosion/sediment control to prevent damage to streams,
watercourses, and aquatic habitats. BMPs may include, but are not limited to, limiting construction to the dry season;
pruning plants at ground level (where appropriate); use of straw wattles, silt fences, and/or gravel berms to prevent
sediment from discharging to surface waters; installation of a spill containment system to prevent grease, oil, and other
hazardous substances from discharging offsite; and revegetating temporarily disturbed sites upon completion of
construction. Because BMPs for erosion and sediment control would be implemented in accordance with existing
requirements, the potential to violate any water quality standards or otherwise substantially degrade surface or ground
water quality would be less than significant.

b)  Substantially decrease groundwater supplies or interfere substantially with groundwater recharge such
that the project may impede sustainable groundwater management of the basin?

A test well (Well No. 10) was installed in 2017 to a total depth of 180 feet below ground surface. Groundwater was first
encountered at 145 feet below ground surface and rose rapidly to 86 feet below ground surface. This test well achieved
280 gallons per minute, steady state conditions were achieved with a 25 foot drawdown and held for 15 hours. This data
yields a specific capacity of 11.02 gallons per minute per foot. This specific capacity at 25 feet of drawdown corresponds
to approximately 750 gallons per minute in a 10 inch well, 1,000 gallons per minute in a 12 inch well, 1,450 gallons per
minute in a 14 inch well, or 1,900 gallons per minute in a 16 inch well. Based on the calculated specific capacity, a
pumping rate of 1,450 gallons per minute with a 25 foot drawdown can be expected with a 14 inch diameter well. To
provide backup a backup water source The project would install a new 14 inch production well meeting these
requirements within the vicinity of Well No. 2 5 or Well No. 4 10 in the event that Well No. 4 fails or conditions otherwise
necessitate the need for additional water.

Properties surrounding the new well location (near Well No. 2 or Well No. 4) are either connected to the District’s water
system or are agricultural properties that are served by irrigation wells. The closest existing non-District well is located
approximately 0.75 miles to the northeast and drawdown at this well as a result of the District’s new production well is
not anticipated. Once-installed-the Districtwill conduct groundwater and-water guality-monitoring-meter groundwate

are-notadversely-impacted- In-addition; b-Because the purpose of the proposed well is to provide an emergency backup
te water supply to Well No. 4, excessive groundwater pumping would not occur.

With respect to groundwater recharge, the proposed water tank would increase the amount of imperious surfaces that
would prevent the infiltration of water into the soil. However, the amount of new surface coverage would be on the
order of 2,000 square feet for the water tank and approximately 200 square feet for the new well house; this would not
substantially affect the potential for groundwater recharge.
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Therefore, be vy A , A Ay
pumping;—and the proposed project Would not S|gn|f|cantly increase the amount of |mperV|ous surface that Would
interfere with groundwater recharge, impacts on groundwater supplies and groundwater recharge are less than
significant.

c)  Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, including through the alteration of the
course of a stream or river or through the addition of impervious surfaces, in a manner which would:

i. Result in substantial erosion or siltation on- or offsite:

As previously discussed above, earthwork, grading, and soil stockpiling activities associated with construction activities
will be conducted in accordance with the conditions of a Construction SWPPP and NOI administered by the NCRWQCB.
The Construction SWPPP will specify BMPs for erosion and sediment control measures. Therefore, the potential for
substantial soil erosion and loss of topsoil associated with the proposed project is considered to be less than significant.

ii. Substantially increase the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner which would result in flooding
on- or offsite:

The new above ground water storage tank and well house will be constructed to conform to existing drainage patterns.
The increase in impervious surfaces would be minimal, would occur outside of flood hazard zones, and would not result
in a substantial increase in the rate or amount of surface runoff. All fire hydrants to be replaced at their current location
with water meters placed underground and would not alter existing drainage patterns or increase impervious surfaces.
In addition, implementation of the proposed project would not involve vegetation or soil disturbance within 50 feet of a
stream or drainage and will not have hydrological impacts to any adjacent jurisdictional (RWQCB or California
Department of Fish and Wildlife [CDFW]) features. As a result, the proposed project does not have the potential to result
in significant flooding on or offsite. Less than significant impacts would occur in this regard.

iii.  Create or contribute runoff water which would exceed the capacity of existing planned stormwater
drainage systems or provide substantial additional sources of polluted runoff:

Refer to previous impact discussions under X.a, X.c.i, and X.c.ii. Impacts would be less than significant.

iv.  Impede or redirect flood flows:

The majority of the site is located outside of the mapped 100-year floodplain; however, there are several existing
residents along the shore of Lake Shastina within Zone A, Special Flood Hazard Areas (without base flood elevation)
(FEMA, 2011). Work within Zone A would be limited to replacing existing fire hydrants and water meters in their existing
location. No new impermeable surfaces or changes in flood flows would occur. All other proposed improvements are
located outside the flood hazard zone. Impacts would be less than significant.

d) Inflood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones, risk release of pollutants due to project inundation?

For flood hazards, refer to previous impact discussion under X.c.iv. Fire hydrant and meter replacement activities within
Zone A will be conducted in accordance with the conditions of a Construction SWPPP and NOI administered by the
NCRWQCB. In addition, this type of infrastructure replacement requires limited ground disturbance for short periods of
time, thereby reducing the duration of exposed soils and the presence of construction materials and equipment. Soil
disturbance would occur within 10 feet of each fire hydrant and approximately 48 inches of depth with the use of a
backhoe and hand tools. Therefore, the risk of releasing pollutants due to inundation is considered less than significant.

A tsunami is a wave generated in a large body of water (typically the ocean) by fault displacement or major ground
movement. The project area is approximately 88 miles east of the Pacific Ocean, and there is no risk of inundation from
a tsunami.
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A seiche is a large wave generated in an enclosed body of water in response to ground shaking. The closest body of water
to the project site is the Lake Shastina reservoir. Seiches could potentially be generated in the reservoir due to very strong
ground-shaking. However, the reservoir is located in an area with little seismic activity; therefore, the risk of inundation
of project facilities from a seiche is negligible.

e)  Conflict with or obstruct implementation of a water quality control plan or sustainable groundwater
management plan?

The proposed project is located within the Shasta Valley Groundwater Basin. The NCRWQB has prepared the Water
Quality Control Plan for the North Coast Regional that encompasses that Shasta Valley Basin and includes water quality
objectives for the Shasta River. Implementation of the plan is conducted through the NPDES permits and waste discharge
requirements for pollution (NCRWQCB, 2018). As discussed above, a Construction SWPPP and NOI administered by the
NCRWQCB will be required prior to construction. The Construction SWPPP will specify BMPs for erosion and sediment
control measures. Therefore, implementation of the proposed project would not result in a conflict with the water quality
control plan.

As previously discussed above under Environmental Setting, the project site and surrounding area is located within the
Shasta Valley Groundwater Basin (DWR, 2023). The SVWB is a medium priority basin, a Groundwater Sustainability Plan
(GSP) is required which outlines a 20-year plan to direct sustainable groundwater management activities that considers
the needs of all users in the SVWB and ensures a viable groundwater resource for beneficial use by agricultural,
residential, industrial, municipal, and ecological users (SCFCWCD, 2021; 2023). It is important to note that the area of
the proposed project within the SVWB is not adjudicated. As the basin is not in overdraft, no legal pumping limit has
been set; therefore, no overdraft mitigation efforts are currently underway. Given the current status of the SVWB as a
non-adjudicated basin, the proposed project’s lack of groundwater impacts, and the continued management of the of
the SYWB by the GSP, the proposed project would not result in adverse impacts to groundwater resources. Impacts are
considered less than significant in this regard.

Mitigation Measures
No mitigation measures are required.
Findings

Based upon the review of the information above, implementation of the proposed project will have a less than significant
impact with respect to Hydrology and Water Quality.

Documentation and References
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Xl. Land Use and Planning

This section of the Initial Study describes the impacts on land use and planning that would result from implementation
of the proposed project, including consistency with relevant local land use plans and compatibility with surrounding land
uses.

Environmental Setting

The project area is situated between approximately 2,680 and 3,230 feet above the mean sea level, with the highest
elevations represented at the most southeastern corner of the project area where Jackson Ranch Road and A29/Big
Springs Road meet. Lake Shastina was created with the construction of the Dwinnell Dam. The Lake Shastina community
has been under development for the past 54 years with road, underground power, water, and sewage improvements to
support approximately 2,400 residents. The overall environmental setting within the project area consists of rural
residential development with managed landscapes.

Existing General Plan and Zoning

The Siskiyou County General Plan does not have specific zoning based on designations (such as commercial, residential,
agriculture, etc.). Rather, it is based on land classifications, such as hazards and other resource area specific topics which
are overlays. Evaluation for the project Site and immediately surrounding lands shows that the designated overlays for
the Project include Erosion Hazard, Building Foundation Limitations, Flood Hazard, Surface Hydrology, Deer Wintering
Area and Wildfire Hazard. The existing Siskiyou County zoning is RES-1 (Single-Family Residential).

Regulatory Setting

Siskiyou County General Plan

The Siskiyou County General Plan is a blueprint for future development and describes the County’s development goals
and policies, It also is the foundation for land use decisions made by the Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors
Although the General Plan established standards for the location and density of land uses, it does not directly regulate
the land use as does zoning. The County’s General Plan was utilized throughout this Initial Study as the fundamental
planning document governing development on the proposed project site.

Siskiyou County Code

The Zoning Ordinance (Title 10) of the Siskiyou County Code of Ordinances promotes the protection of public health,
safety, peace, morals, comfort, convenience and general well fare of the County. Specially, the zoning ordinance assists
in providing a definite plan of development of the County and to guide, control and regulate future growth of the County
through the regulation of land uses, buildings and structures.

Impact Analysis

The following includes an analysis of environmental parameters related to Land Use and Planning based on Appendix G
of the State CEQA Guidelines. The discussion not only includes the areas for which there is potential for environmental
impacts but also provides justification for the conclusions that either no impacts, less than significant impacts, or less
than significant impacts with mitigation could occur.

Lesshans Less-Than-
L Significant With No
Significant

Mitigation SIS Impact
. Impact Impact
Would the Project: Incorporated

Potentially

a) Physically divide an established community? X
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Less-Than-

Potentially S . Less-Than-
Significant Slgmfu_:ant_ L Significant A
Mitigation Impact
. Impact Impact
Would the Project: Incorporated
b)  Causeasignificant environmental impact due to conflict with any land
use plan, policy, or regulation adopted for the purpose of avoiding or X

mitigating an environmental effect?

a)  Physically divide an established community?

The District has identified several deficiencies in the overall water treatment system including aging tanks, inadequate
water storage, inadequate pressure in the southeast zone, lack of backup power, and aging fire hydrants. To remedy
these deficiencies, the District proposes a combination of replacement components and new construction (well house
buildings and one above ground water tank). No onsite development is proposed at this time. The proposed project does
not include the creation of any road, ditch, wall, or other feature which would physically divide an established
community. No impact would occur in this regard.

b)  Couse a significant environmental impact due to conflict with any land use plan, policy, or regulation
adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an environmental effect?

The proposed project would not conflict with any applicable land use plan, policy, or regulation adopted for the purpose
of avoiding or mitigating an environmental effect. As discussed in each resource section of this Initial Study, the proposed
project is consistent with applicable policies and regulations of the regulatory agencies identified in the Environmental
Checklist Form of this Initial Study. Were necessary, mitigation measures are included to reduce impacts to less than
significant levels. Therefore, the proposed project would not conflict with any plans, policies, or regulations adopted for
the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an environmental effect. Impacts would be less than significant.

Mitigation Measures

No mitigation measures are required.

Findings

In the course of the above evaluation, impacts associated with Land Use and Planning were found to not be significant

because of the inability of a project of this scope to create such impacts or the absence of project characteristics

producing effects of this type.

Documentation and References

SHN (SHN Consulting Engineers and Geologists). 2023. Preliminary Engineering Report for Drinking Water System
Improvements. December 2023.

Siskiyou (Siskiyou County). 1972. Siskiyou County General Plan. 1972, as amended.

Siskiyou. 2023. Siskiyou County Geographic Information System. [Online]: https://www.co.siskiyou.ca.us/gis. Accessed
December 8, 2023.
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XIl. Mineral Resources

The purpose of this section of the Initial Study is to address potential impacts of the proposed project on mineral
resources. This section also discusses the proposed project in the context of regional and local mineral resources and
addresses the potential impacts to mineral resource deposits that may occur as a result of implementation of the
proposed project.

Environmental Setting

A mineral resource is land on which known deposits of commercially viable mineral or aggregate deposits exist. This
designation is applied to sites determined by the State Division of Mines and Geology as being a resource of regional
significance and is intended to help maintain any quarrying operations and protect them from encroachment of
incompatible uses.

The California Department of Conservation's (DOC) Division of Mine Reclamation (DMR) compiles data on the status of
mines and the commodities produced. The California Geological Survey (CGS) produces Mineral Land Classification (MLC)
studies that identify areas with potentially important mineral resources that should be considered in local and regional
planning. Based on maps prepared by the DOC and CGS, this area of Siskiyou County does not contain oil, natural gas, or
geothermal fields (DOC, 2023).

Regulatory Setting

This section summarizes current State and local regulations relevant to the review of Mineral Resources for this
project. Ordinances, regulations, or standards that are applicable to the environmental review of potential impacts
related to mineral resources include the following:

Surface Mining and Reclamation Act

The Surface Mining and Reclamation Act of 1975 (SMARA, Public Resources Code, Sections 2710-2796) provides a
comprehensive surface mining and reclamation policy with the regulation of surface mining operations to assure
that adverse environmental impacts are minimized, and mined lands are reclaimed to a usable condition. SMARA
also encourages the production, conservation, and protection of the state’s mineral resources. Public Resources
Code Section 2207 provides annual reporting requirements for all mines in the state, under which the State Mining
and Geology Board is also granted authority and obligations. SMARA also requires the State Geologist to classify land
into MRZs according to its known or inferred mineral potential. The primary goal of mineral land classification is to
ensure that the mineral potential of land is recognized by local government decision makers and considered before
land-use decisions are made that could preclude mining.

Division of Mine Reclamation

In 1991, the Division of Mine Reclamation (DMR) was created to provide a measure of oversight for local
governments as they administer the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act (SMARA) within their respective
jurisdictions. While the primary focus is on existing mining operations and the return of those mined lands to a
usable and safe condition, issues relating to abandoned legacy mines are addressed through the Abandoned Mine
Lands Unit.

Impact Analysis

The following includes an analysis of environmental parameters related to Mineral Resources based on Appendix G of
the State CEQA Guidelines. The discussion not only includes the areas for which there is potential for environmental
impacts but also provides justification for the conclusions that either no impacts, less than significant impacts, or less
than significant impacts with mitigation could occur.
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. Less-Than-
Potentially Significant With Less-Than- No

L Significant
Mitigation Impact Impact

Significant
Impact
Would the Project: Incorporated

a) Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource that would
be of value to the region and the residents of the State?

b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally-important mineral resource
recovery site delineated on a local General Plan, specific plan, or other X
land use plan?

a)  Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource that would be of value to the region and the
residents of the State?

The project would not result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource that would be of value to the region
and the residents of the State. There are no known mineral resources of regional value located on or near the proposed
project site. No impact would occur in this regard.

b)  Result in the loss of availability of a locally-important mineral resource recovery site delineated on a local
General Plan, specific plan, or other land use plan?

The proposed project would not result in the loss of availability of a locally-important mineral resource recovery site
delineated the County’s General Plan or other land use plan. The proposed project is not located within or adjacent to a
specific plan adopted by the County. The proposed project is not identified in either General Plan as having any known
mineral resource value, or as being located within any "Mineral Resource Buffer" district. No impact would occur in this
regard.

Mitigation Measures

No mitigation measures are required.
Findings

In the course of the above evaluation, impacts associated with Mineral Resources were found to not be significant
because of the inability of a project of this scope to create such impacts or the absence of project characteristics
producing effects of this type.

Documentation and References

DOC (California Department of Conservation). 2023. The CGS Information Warehouse: MLC. [Online]:
https://maps.conservation.ca.gov/cgs/informationwarehouse/mic/. Accessed December 8, 2023.

SHN (SHN Consulting Engineers and Geologists). 2023. Preliminary Engineering Report for Drinking Water System
Improvements. December 2023.

Siskiyou (Siskiyou County). 1972. Siskiyou County General Plan. 1972, as amended.

Siskiyou. 2023. Siskiyou County Geographic Information System. [Online]: https://www.co.siskiyou.ca.us/gis. Accessed
December 8, 2023.
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XIIl. Noise

The purpose of this section of the Initial Study is to evaluate noise source impacts to onsite and surrounding land uses as
a result of project implementation.

Environmental Setting

Noise impacts are those that exceed general plan or other local ordinances developed to provide reasonable control of
noise to residences, parks, open spaces and other specific designated sites. Noise sources typically include roadways,
freeways, schools, industrial and commercial operations and other facilities that can generate noise.

In the vicinity of the project, noise generation sources include traffic along Big Springs Road, seasonal agricultural
operations (haying, harvesting, grading, etc.), residential use noise (music, lawn mowers, cars, etc.) and some limited
noise from users of the golf courses. These types of uses can produce noise levels in the 60-100 dBA range. There are no
other noise sources of significance in the area.

Sensitive Noise Receptors

Residential developments, schools and hospitals are considered sensitive noise receptors as these are locations where
people sleep or typically expect quiet conditions. Sensitive noise conditions are typically at night and measured as indoor
levels in decibels (dB). Based on findings in the Siskiyou County General Plan Noise Element (Siskiyou County, 1980), the
average median ambient noise level standards for residential areas is 51 dBA, which will be used for impact assessments.
Sensitive receptors within the project area are primarily rural residential uses.

Airports

The Weed Municipal Airport is a public-use airport located approximately four miles west of the project area and is not
located within the Weed Municipal Airport Land Use Plan or within two miles of a private airport or airstrip.

Regulatory Setting

This section summarizes current State and local regulations relevant to the review of Noise for this project. Ordinances,
regulations, or standards that are applicable to the environmental review of potential impacts related to noise include
the following:

California Government Code

California Government Code Section 65302 (f) mandates that the legislative body of each county and city adopt a noise
element as part of its comprehensive general plan. The local noise element must recognize the land use compatibility
guidelines established by the State Department of Health Services. The guidelines rank noise land use compatibility in
terms of “normally acceptable”, “conditionally acceptable”, “normally unacceptable”, and “clearly unacceptable” noise
levels for various land use types. Single-family homes are “normally acceptable” in exterior noise environments up to 60
CNEL and “conditionally acceptable” up to 70 CNEL. Multiple-family residential uses are “normally acceptable” up to 65
CNEL and “conditionally acceptable” up to 70 CNEL. Schools, libraries, and churches are “normally acceptable” up to 70

CNEL, as are office buildings and business, commercial, and professional uses.

Siskiyou County General Plan

The Siskiyou County General Plan Noise Element (Siskiyou, 1980) provides general guidance for noise related activities in
the County with some very limited site specific noise contours and analysis for portions of the County. For this project,
there is no information in the Noise Element that relates to the project area, other than a brief designation that Lake
Shastina is denoted as a residential area. The Noise Element provides general guidance with the establishment of an
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outdoor noise criterion of 55 decibels for outdoor activity noise annoyance. Meaning that at about 55 decibels, noise
may be considered annoying or interfering with peoples’ enjoyment of the outdoors. While the threshold is established,
there is no criteria that discusses permanent versus temporary noise thresholds.

Title 24 - Building Code

The State’s noise insulation standards are codified in the California Code of Regulations, Title 24: Part 1, Building
Standards Administrative Code, and Part 2, California Building Code. These noise standards are applied to new
construction in California for the purpose of interior noise compatibility from exterior noise sources. The regulations
specify that acoustical studies must be prepared when noise-sensitive structures, such as residential buildings, schools,
or hospitals, are located near major transportation noise sources, and where such noise sources create an exterior noise
level of 65 dBA CNEL or higher. Acoustical studies that accompany building plans must demonstrate that the structure
has been designed to limit interior noise in habitable rooms to acceptable noise levels. For new residential buildings,
schools, and hospitals, the acceptable interior noise limit for new construction is 45 dBA CNEL.

Impact Analysis

The following includes an analysis of environmental parameters related to Noise based on Appendix G of the State CEQA
Guidelines. The discussion not only includes the areas for which there is potential for environmental impacts but also
provides justification for the conclusions that either no impacts, less than significant impacts, or less than significant
impacts with mitigation could occur.

. Less-Than-
Potentially Significant With Less-Than- No

S Significant
Mitigation Impact Impact

Significant

. . Impact
Would the project result in: Incorporated

a) Generation of a substantial temporary or permanent increase in
ambient noise levels in the vicinity of the project in excess of standards
established in the local general plan or noise ordinance, or applicable
standards of other agencies?

b)  Generation of excessive ground-borne vibration or ground-borne noise
levels?

C) For a project located within the vicinity of a private airstrip or an
airport land use plan or, where such a plan has not been adopted,
within two miles of a public airport or public use airport, would the X
project expose people residing or working in the project area to
excessive noise levels?

a)  Generation of a substantial temporary or permanent increase in ambient noise levels in the vicinity of the
project in excess of standards established in the local general plan or noise ordinance, or applicable
standards of other agencies?

Construction activities generally are temporary and have a short duration, resulting in periodic increases in the ambient
noise environment. As described throughout this document, implementation of the proposed project would occur over
a period of approximately 4 years and would include the construction on a new water tank, booster pump station
improvements, and the replacement of up to 320 fire hydrants. Ground-borne noise and other types of construction-
related noise impacts typically occur during the grading phase. Activities and equipment involved with construction
activities are estimated to generate maximum noise levels ranging from 85 to 89 dBA at a distance of 50 feet (FHWA,
2006). As described in the Regulatory Setting section, the County does not have any standards related to construction
noise in either the General Plan or County Code. However, the estimated noise levels from project implementation have
the potential to cause significant impacts to sensitive receptors surrounding the project site without mitigation.
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Sensitive receptors that could be impacted by temporary construction activities include existing residents within 100 feet
of the proposed improvements. Given its temporary nature, the proposed construction activities would result in a short-
term noise impact in the vicinity of the project site. To mitigate the noise impacts from short-term construction activities,
Mitigation Measure N-1 has been required for the proposed project. Mitigation Measure N-1 limits construction activities
to the hours between 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. Monday through Saturday. No demolition or other activities would be
allowed during evening, nights, or on Sundays. With implementation of Mitigation Measure N-1, impacts to nearby
sensitive receptors from construction activities would be less than significant.

b)  Generation of excessive ground-borne vibration or ground-borne noise levels?

The proposed project’s construction activity has the potential to result in minor groundborne vibration and groundborne
noise primarily from the use of off-road heavy-duty equipment. The closest land uses potentially impacted by
groundborne vibration and groundborne noise include residences adjacent to existing well houses, fire hydrants, and
new water tank location. Construction activities would occur within approximately 100 feet of existing residents on
average. Ground vibrations from the use of off-road heavy-duty equipment rarely reaches the levels that can damage
structures. Any potential damage would typically be due to direct proximity to a structure, which would not occur during
the proposed demolition activities. Pile-driving during construction generates the highest levels of vibration; however,
pile-driving would not be required. Although minor vibration may occur from the proposed construction activities at the
nearest land uses, it is not anticipated that project implementation would result in the generation of excessive
groundborne vibration or groundborne noise levels. Therefore, the proposed project would result in a less than
significant impact in this regard.

c)  For a project located within the vicinity of a private airstrip or an airport land use plan or, where such a
plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a public airport or public use airport, would the project
expose people residing or working in the project area to excessive noise levels?

The closest public use airport to the project site is the Weed Municipal Airport, which is just over four miles west of the
project site. In addition, according to the Federal Aviation Administration, the project site is not located in the vicinity of
a private air strip. Since the project would not result in people residing at the project site and the project area is located

well beyond the noise impacts zone for this airport, it is not anticipated that the project would result in exposing people
to excessive noise levels from the Weed Municipal Airport. No impact would occur in this regard.

Mitigation Measures

The following mitigation measure has been developed to reduce potential impacts related to Noise to less than significant
levels:

Mitigation Measure N-1

The project contractor shall be responsible for complying with the following measures during construction activities to
reduce potential noise impacts:

e Construction activities shall be restricted to the hours between 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. Monday through
Saturday. Construction activities shall also be prohibited during evening, nights, or on Sunday.

Findings

Based upon the review of the information above, with implementation of mitigation measures the proposed project will
have a less than significant impact with respect to Noise.
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Documentation and References

FHWA (Federal Highway Administration). 2006. FHWA Highway Construction Noise Handbook, Final Report. August.
[Online]: https://rosap.ntl.bts.gov/view/dot/8837/dot_8837_DS1.pdf?%20.

SHN (SHN Consulting Engineers and Geologists). 2023. Preliminary Engineering Report for Drinking Water System
Improvements. December 2023.

Siskiyou (Siskiyou County). 1980. Siskiyou County General Plan Noise Element. 1980, as amended.

Siskiyou. 2023. Siskiyou County Geographic Information System. [Online]: https://www.co.siskiyou.ca.us/gis. Accessed
December 8, 2023.
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X1V. Population and Housing

This section addresses potential impacts of the project on population and housing in the project area and provides an
overview of current population estimates and projected population growth.

Environmental Setting

The population of Lake Shastina has remained stable since the 1980s, with a small growth rate prior to that. The most
significant recent growth in population occurred in 2014 due to the Boles Fire. The fire destroyed more than 100 homes
and structures in nearby Weed, California. Some of these displaced residents moved permanently to Lake Shastina. The
current population of Lake Shastina is approximately 2,800. The population is generally clustered around Lake Shastina
where residential developments have been created. The growth within the District is anticipated to be approximately
ten residential units per year, based on the current trend.

Regulatory Setting

This section summarizes current federal, State, and local regulations relevant to the review of Population and Housing
for this project. Ordinances, regulations, or standards that are applicable to the environmental review of potential
impacts related to population and housing include the following:

State of California Housing Element Law

State law requires each city and county to adopt a general plan for future growth. This plan must include a housing
element that identifies housing needs for all economic segments and provides opportunities for housing development
to meet that need. At the State level, the California Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD)
estimates the relative shares of California’s projected population growth that could occur in each county in the State
based on Department of Finance (DOF) population projections and economic projections.

Impact Analysis

The following includes an analysis of environmental parameters related to Population and Housing based on Appendix G
of the State CEQA Guidelines. The discussion not only includes the areas for which there is potential for environmental
impacts but also provides justification for the conclusions that either no impacts, less than significant impacts, or less
than significant impacts with mitigation could occur.

Less-Than-
Significant stT'Fant. B
Mitigation
. Impact
Would the Project: Incorporated

Less-Than-
Significant
Impact

Potentially

a) Induce substantial unplanned population growth in an area, either
directly (for example, by proposing new homes and businesses) or

indirectly (for example, through extension of roads or other X
infrastructure)?
b) Displace substantial numbers of existing people or housing, X

necessitating the construction of replacement housing elsewhere?

a)  Induce substantial unplanned population growth in an area, either directly (for example, by proposing
new homes and businesses) or indirectly (for example, through extension of roads or other infrastructure)?

Implementation of the proposed project would not induce substantial unplanned population growth in an area, either
directly or indirectly. The project will upgrade the District’s existing drinking water facilities to meet regulatory
requirements and provide appropriate capacity for existing and planned uses. The proposed project does not extend
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services to additional areas outside of the District’s water service area, or otherwise serve new areas that would increase
population. As a result, the proposed project would not induce unplanned population. No impact would occur in this
regard.

b)  Displace substantial numbers of existing people or housing, necessitating the construction of replacement
housing elsewhere?

The proposed project would not displace people or existing housing. The proposed project does not include the
demolition of any existing housing. No impact would occur in this regard.

Mitigation Measures

No mitigation measures are required.
Findings

In the course of the above evaluation, impacts associated with Population and Housing were found to not be significant
because of the inability of a project of this scope to create such impacts or the absence of project characteristics
producing effects of this type.

Documentation and References

SHN (SHN Consulting Engineers and Geologists). 2023. Preliminary Engineering Report for Drinking Water System
Improvements. December 2023.

Siskiyou (Siskiyou County). 1972. Siskiyou County General Plan. 1972, as amended.

Siskiyou. 2023. Siskiyou County Geographic Information System. [Online]: https://www.co.siskiyou.ca.us/gis. Accessed
December 8, 2023.
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XV. Public Services

This section of the Initial Study describes the affected environment for public services that serve the project area. It also
describes the impacts on existing public services that would result from implementation of the proposed project and
mitigation measures, if necessary, that would reduce these impacts.

Environmental Setting

Fire Protection

The Lake Shastina Fire Department (LSFD), located at 16309 Everhard Drive, is a 19 person department that staffs one
structural engine, two wildland brush engines, one attack and one rescue during normal daylight hours. The fire
department relies on a combination part-time paid firefighters, seasonal firefighters, and paid call volunteers. The
Greater Lake Shastina Fire Safe Council (GLFSC) also includes a large surrounding area of State Responsibility Area lands
that are primarily CAL FIRE’s responsibility for fire protection (LSFD, 2023; GLFSC, 2018).

Police Protection
Law enforcement within the District is provided by the Lake Shastina Police Department (LSPD) located at 16309 Everhard

Drive. The LSPD currently consists of a Chief of Police, Police Sergeant, two Police Officers, and several volunteers (LSPD,
2023).

Schools
The are no public or private schools located within Lake Shastina.
Parks

The Lake Shastina area has developed parks, boat ramps and two public golf courses, operated by the District, the County
or private developers.

Other Public Facilities

With the exception of the Lake Shastina Property Owners Association (LSPOA), the District does not provide additional
public services other than those described above. The LSPOA assists community members with improvement projects
including road and trails maintenance and the management of boat launch facilities and common areas. Shasta County
provides library services throughout the County, including Montague, Mount Shasta, Weed, and Yreka. Library services
are provided within the District.

Impact Analysis

The following includes an analysis of environmental parameters related to Public Services based on Appendix G of the
State CEQA Guidelines. The discussion not only includes the areas for which there is potential for environmental impacts
but also provides justification for the conclusions that either no impacts, less than significant impacts, or less than
significant impacts with mitigation could occur.
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Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts
associated with the provision of new or physically altered governmental Less-Than-

facilities, need for new or physically altered governmental facilities, the Ppte_n_t L Significant With L_ess?T_han-

. : L : : : Significant S Significant
construction of which could cause significant environmental impacts, in Mitigation

o : . . Impact Impact

order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response times or other Incorporated
performance objectives for:
Fire Protection? X
Police Protection? X
Schools? X
Parks? X
Other Public Facilities? X

Fire Protection

Implementation of the proposed project would not result in an increase in demand for fire protection services resulting
in new or expanded fire protection facilities. As the proposed project would neither increase the population nor result in
employment gains, project implementation would not result in the need for an increase in fire protection or related
facilities. Implementation of the proposed project would not increase the response time required for LSFD and not create
an additional burden on exiting fire facilities. No impact would occur in this regard.

The District has identified several deficiencies in the overall water treatment system including aging tanks, inadequate
water storage, inadequate pressure in the southeast zone, lack of backup power, and aging fire hydrants. To remedy
these deficiencies, the District proposes a combination of replacement components and new construction (well house
buildings and one above ground water tank). As a result, the proposed project is considered to provide a long-term
benefit to fire protection services within the District.

Police Protection

Implementation of the proposed project would not result in an increase in demand for law enforcement resulting in new
or expanded law enforcement facilities. As the proposed project would neither increase the population nor result in
employment gains, project implementation would not result in the need for an increase in law enforcement or related
facilities. No impact would occur in this regard.

Schools

As described above, there are no existing public or private schools within the District. The proposed project would not
result in the construction of new residential uses; therefore, the proposed project would not directly require the
construction of additional school facilities and/or expansion of existing school facilities within Siskiyou County. No impact
would occur in this regard.

Parks

Refer to discussion under Section XVI, RECREATION, below. Implementation of the proposed project will not cause a
physical deterioration of an existing park facility or cause an adverse physical impact associated with a new park facility.
No impact would occur in this regard.

Other Public Facilities

The proposed project does not involve a substantial change in the land use, does not substantially increase the numbers

of people employed in the region, and does not create or require new housing or related facilities, an increased demand
on public facilities is unlikely to occur. No impact would occur in this regard.
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Mitigation Measures

No mitigation measures are required.
Findings

In the course of the above evaluation, impacts associated with Public Services were found to not be significant because
of the inability of a project of this scope to create such impacts or the absence of project characteristics producing effects
of this type.

Documentation and References

CAL FIRE (California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection). 2023. Fire Hazard Severity Zones. [Online]:
https://egis.fire.ca.gov/FHSZ/. Accessed December 11, 2023.

GLFSC (Greater Lake Shastina Fire Safe Council). 2018. Greater Lake Shastina Fire Safe Council Community Wildfire
Protection Plan. January 2018.

LSFD (Lake Shastina Fire Department). 2023. [Online]: https://lakeshastinafire.com/our-department. Accessed
December 8, 2023.

LSPD (Lake Shastina Police Department). 2023. [Online]: https://lakeshastinapolice.com. Accessed December 22, 2023.

SHN (SHN Consulting Engineers and Geologists). 2023. Preliminary Engineering Report for Drinking Water System
Improvements. December 2023.

Siskiyou (Siskiyou County). 1972. Siskiyou County General Plan. 1972, as amended.

Siskiyou. 2023. Siskiyou County Geographic Information System. [Online]: https://www.co.siskiyou.ca.us/gis. Accessed
December 8, 2023.
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XVI. Recreation

This section of the Initial Study discusses any increased demand for various recreational facilities and identifies any
potential need for new recreational facilities generated by the proposed project. This section also describes the
recreational resources within the project area.

Environmental Setting

Regional Recreational Amenities

Multiple jurisdictions manage hundreds of miles of off-road trails within Siskiyou County. The County also provides an
array of recreational opportunities through federal, State and County parks, forests, and fishing areas. These jurisdictions
include the BLM, U.S. Forest Service (USFS), National Park Service (NPS), and California State Parks.

Local Recreational Amenities

The Lake Shastina area has developed parks, boat ramps and two public golf courses, operated by the District, the County
or private developers.

Regulatory Setting

This section summarizes current State and local regulations relevant to the review of Recreation for this project.
Ordinances, regulations, or standards that are applicable to the environmental review of potential impacts related to
recreation include the following:

Siskiyou County General Plan

Government Code Section 65560(b)(3) specifies that open space for outdoor recreation be addressed in a community’s
general plan. This topic has been addressed in the Conservation Element of the Siskiyou County General Plan. The
County’s General Plan includes the following policies related parks and recreation:

Impact Analysis

The following includes an analysis of environmental parameters related to Recreation based on Appendix G of the State
CEQA Guidelines. The discussion not only includes the areas for which there is potential for environmental impacts but
also provides justification for the conclusions that either no impacts, less than significant impacts, or less than significant
impacts with mitigation could occur.

. Less-Than-
Potentially Significant With Less-Than- No

S Significant
Mitigation Impact Impact

Significant

. Impact
Would the Project: Incorporated

a) Increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or other
recreational facilities such that substantial physical deterioration of the X
facility would occur or be accelerated?

b)  Include recreational facilities or require the construction or expansion of
recreational facilities which might have an adverse physical effect on the X
environment?
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a) Increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or other recreational facilities such that
substantial physical deterioration of the facility would occur or be accelerated?

The proposed project would not result in an increase in housing or population within the District resulting in an increased
use of neighborhood or regional parks. No impact would occur in this regard.

b)  Include recreational facilities or require the construction or expansion of recreational facilities which
might have an adverse physical effect on the environment?

The proposed project does not include recreational facilities, or would it require the construction or expansion of
recreational facilities which might have an adverse effect on the environment. Implementation of the proposed project

would not result in substantially increased use of any area recreational facilities and would therefore not require
construction of new or expansion of any other existing recreational facilities. No impact would occur in this regard.

Mitigation Measures

No mitigation measures are required.

Findings

In the course of the above evaluation, impacts associated with Recreation were found to not be significant because of
the inability of a project of this scope to create such impacts or the absence of project characteristics producing effects
of this type.

Documentation and References

Siskiyou (Siskiyou County). 1972. Siskiyou County General Plan. 1972, as amended.

Siskiyou. 2023. Siskiyou County Geographic Information System. [Online]: https://www.co.siskiyou.ca.us/gis. Accessed
December 8, 2023.
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XVIl. Transportation

The purpose of the evaluation is to address traffic and transportation impacts of the proposed project on surrounding
streets and intersections, as well as provide an assessment of Vehicle Miles of Travel (VMT). This section also discusses
the proposed project in the context of local access, roadways, emergency access, bicycle, pedestrian safety, and transit
service; and potential hazards due to geometric design features as a result of implementation of the proposed project.
Environmental Setting

Local Access

The Lake Shastina Community Services District (District) and its residential community is situated 7 miles north of Weed,
California. The District lies between two major transportation routes; County Roads A29 (Big Springs Road) and Jackson
Ranch Road.

Roadways
Roadways within the District are generally 24 feet wide with one lane in each direction of travel.
Emergency Access

The proposed project is not located in an area that is a part of an adopted emergency response or evacuation plan and
is not located on any primary transportation route that would act as an emergency evacuation corridor. Access routes
have been identified by the District and the Lake Shastina Property Owners Association (LSPOA) along interior
development roads.

Bicycle Facilities

There are no existing bicycle facilities within the Lake Shastina community.

Pedestrian Facilities

There are no existing pedestrian facilities (sidewalks) within the Lake Shastina community.

Transit Service

There are no existing transit services provided within the Lake Shastina community.

Regulatory Setting

This section summarizes current State and local regulations relevant to the review of Transportation for this project.

Regulations that are applicable to the environmental review of potential impacts related to transportation include the
following:

Siskiyou County Regional Transportation Plan

The Siskiyou County Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) serves as the planning blueprint to guide transportation
investments in Siskiyou County involving local, State, and federal funding over the next twenty years. Transportation
improvements in the RTP are identified as short-range (2031) and long-range (2041). The last RTP update was in 2016.
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The overall focus of the 2021 RTP is directed at developing a coordinated and balanced multimodal regional
transportation system that is financially constrained to the revenues anticipated over the life of the plan. The coordinated
focus brings the County, Caltrans, cities of Yreka, Mount Shasta, Weed, Etna, Fort Jones, Dorris, Dunsmuir, Montague,
and Tulelake, government resource agencies, commercial and agricultural interests, Native American Tribal
governments, and citizens into the planning process. The balance is achieved by considering investment and
improvements for moving people and goods across all types of transportation including automobiles, public transit,
bicycle, pedestrian, trucking, railroad, and aviation (SCLTC, 2021).

Senate Bill 743

Passed in 2013, SB 743 changes the focus of transportation impact analysis in the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) from measuring impacts to drivers, to measuring the impact of driving. The change has been made by replacing
level of service (LOS) with VMT. This shift in transportation impact focus is intended to better align transportation impact
analysis and mitigation outcomes with the State’s goals to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, encourage infill
development, and improve public health through more active transportation. Level of service or other delay metrics may
still be used to evaluate the impact of projects but is not used to determine a significant impact under CEQA.

Impact Analysis

With the introduction of the California Governor’s Office of Planning and Research (OPR) Technical Advisory, VMT has
become an important indicator for determining if a new development will result in a “significant transportation impact”
under CEQA. Passed in 2013, SB 743 changes the focus of transportation impact analysis in CEQA from measuring impacts
to drivers, to measuring the impact of driving. The change has been made by replacing level of service (LOS) with VMT.
This shift in transportation impact focus is intended to better align transportation impact analysis and mitigation
outcomes with the State’s goals to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, encourage infill development, and improve
public health through more active transportation. Level of service or other delay metrics may still be used to evaluate
the impact of projects but is not used to determine a significant impact under CEQA.

The following includes an analysis of environmental parameters related to Transportation based on Appendix G of the
State CEQA Guidelines. The discussion not only includes the areas for which there is potential for environmental impacts
but also provides justification for the conclusions that either no impacts, less than significant impacts, or less than
significant impacts with mitigation could occur.

. Less-Than-
Potentially Significant With Less-Than- No

SR Significant
Mitigation Impact Impact

Significant
Impact | d
Would the Project: ncorporate

a) Conflict with a program plan, ordinance or policy addressing the
circulation system, including transit, roadway, bicycle, and X
pedestrian facilities?

b) Conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.3,
Subdivision (b)?

c) Substantially increase hazards due to a geometric design feature
(e.g., sharp curves or dangerous intersections) or incompatible uses X
(e.g., farm equipment)?

d) Result in inadequate emergency access? X

a)  Conflict with a program plan, ordinance or policy addressing the circulation system, including transit,
roadway, bicycle, and pedestrian facilities?

Project construction activities would be contained within the project site and would not interfere with existing vehicle,
transit, bicycle, and pedestrian circulation other than adding a small amount of temporary vehicle and truck trips going
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to and coming from the project site during construction activities. Upon completion of construction, there would not be
an increase in traffic beyond pre-project levels. Therefore, implementation of the proposed project would not generate
additional vehicle, transit, pedestrian, or bicycle use, so there would be no conflicts with programs, plans, ordinances, or
policies related to circulation. No impact would occur in this regard.

b) Conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.3, Subdivision (b)?

CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.3, subdivision (b), focuses on newly adopted criteria (vehicle miles traveled) for
determining the significance of transportation impacts. It is further divided into four subdivisions: (1) land use projects,
(2) transportation projects, (3) qualitative analysis, and (4) methodology. The proposed project involves improvements
to the District’s existing drinking water system that would generate temporary construction-related traffic, and therefore
would be categorized under subdivision (b)(3), qualitative analysis. Subdivision (b)(3) recognizes that lead agencies may
not be able to quantitatively estimate vehicle miles traveled for every project type. In those circumstances, this
subdivision encourages lead agencies to evaluate factors such as the availability of transit, proximity to other
destinations, and other factors that may affect the amount of driving required by the project.

Construction-related trips are temporary and would cease upon completion of construction. Approximately up to 32
permanent trips could occur with implementation of the proposed project which is well below the 110 daily trip VMT
screening threshold (see OPR, 2018). Further, the project construction would be consistent with construction activities
in terms of the temporary nature of activities, trip generation characteristics, and the types of vehicles and equipment
required. Even though some of the workers could carpool to the site, managing worker and truck trip lengths for the
construction projects is not feasible because of the short duration of construction activities.

Per OPR, heavy vehicle traffic is not required to be included in the estimation of a project’s VMT. As noted above, worker
and truck trips would generate VMT, but once construction is completed, the construction-related traffic would cease,
and VMT would return to pre-project conditions. Measures to reduce the VMT generated by construction workers and
trucks are limited, and there are no thresholds or significance criteria for temporary, construction-related VMT.
Additionally, construction-related VMT would be temporary and short term. It should also be noted that OPR does not
require quantitative assessment of temporary construction traffic. As mentioned previously, because the project would
generate fewer than 110 new permanent trips, the proposed project would have a less than significant VMT impact.

c)  Substantially increase hazards due to a geometric design feature (e.g., sharp curves or dangerous
intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm equipment)?

Construction activities would be confined to the areas within Lake Shastina as described in Section 2.0, PROJECT
DESCRIPTION, and would not result in any changes in road geometry or new uses. As a result, demolition activities would
not substantially increase hazards to vehicle safety due to increased traffic at locations with geometric design features
(e.g., sharp curves or dangerous intersections). The project does not introduce incompatible users (e.g., farm equipment)
to a roadway or transportation facility not intended for those users. The project’s impact with regard to roadway design
and users is not considered significant. Impacts would be less than significant.

d)  Resultin inadequate emergency access?
The project site is located in an established, developed area with ample access for emergency service providers. The

proposed project does not involve a use or activity that could interfere with long-term emergency response or emergency
evacuation plans for the area. Impacts would be less than significant in this regard.

Mitigation Measures

No mitigation measures are required.
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Findings

Based upon the review of the information above, implementation of the proposed project will have a less than significant
impact with respect to Transportation.

Documentation and References

OPR (Governor’s Office of Planning and Research). 2018. Technical Advisory on Evaluating Transportation Impacts in
CEQA. December 2018.

SCLTC (Siskiyou County Local Transportation Commission). 2021. 2021 Regional Transportation Plan. August 2021.

SHN (SHN Consulting Engineers and Geologists). 2023. Preliminary Engineering Report for Drinking Water System
Improvements. December 2023.

Siskiyou (Siskiyou County). 1972. Siskiyou County General Plan. 1972, as amended.

Siskiyou. 2023. Siskiyou County Geographic Information System. [Online]: https://www.co.siskiyou.ca.us/gis. Accessed
December 8, 2023.
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XVIII. Tribal Cultural Resources

This section of the Initial Study describes the affected environment and regulatory setting for Tribal Cultural Resources
(TCRs) on the project site. Ethnographic information is presented for the Shastan Peoples, the larger cultural group
identified for the project location.

Environmental Setting

Ethnographic Context

The four ethnographic cultural geographical divisions of the Shastan peoples are the Okwanuchu, along the upper
Sacramento; the New River Shasta and the Konomihu in the Salmon River watershed; and the Shasta proper, farthest to
the north (Silver 1978). The following information concerning the ethnographic documentation of the Shastan peoples
is summarized from Silver (1978), Voegelin (1942), and Kroeber (1976).

The Shastans spoke four languages which were subdivisions of the Hokan Language family: Konomihu, New River Shasta,
Okwanuchu, and Shasta. The tribal name was possibly derived from susti’ka, a Shasta village or social unit in the vicinity
of Yreka (Silver 1978). Shastan territory extended from the Rogue River in Oregon, down into the central Klamath River
watershed amid the Cascade, Klamath, and Scott Mountains, and south to the Salmon and upper Sacramento Rivers
(Silver 1978).

Permanent winter villages were located along the major rivers and tributaries; in the spring, the families moved into
brush houses and remained in them through the summer; during acorn season, single family bark houses were used; and
during the fall hunt, families camped out (Silver 1978). The basic social unit for the Shastan was the family, although the
village may also be considered a social as well as a political and economic unit. The Shastan family was bilateral with a
patrilineal bias, and it was not uncommon for an entire village to be made up of only one family (Silver 1978).

As with most other northern California Indian groups, the Shastan were hunters and gatherers who practiced an annual
subsistence round based on a series of seasonal moves designed to ensure their arrival at specific areas during the peak
period of productivity for certain resources. Thus, economic life revolved around hunting, fishing, and collecting plant
foods, with deer, salmon, and acorns representing primary staples. The collection and processing of these various food
resources was accomplished with the use of a wide variety of wooden, bone, and stone tools. These included bows and
arrows, spears, traps, nets, slings, and blinds for hunting land mammals and birds; and harpoons, hooks, salmon gigs,
nets, and weirs for fish. Woven tools, seed beaters, burden baskets, and carrying nets and sharpened digging sticks were
used to collect plant resources. For food processing, a variety of tools were used, including bedrock and portable mortars
(predominantly basket and hopper mortars) and pestles, stone knives, stone scrapers, and a variety of bone tools. The
Shastan groups also carved acorn mush stirring paddles, and each person had his or her own eating baskets, along with
wooden spoons. The Shastan groups produced simple closed work and openwork twined baskets but relied heavily on
imported basketry (Silver 1978).

The Shastan and other northern California tribes had little to no contact with Europeans until the 1820s, when a few fur
trappers passed through their lands on their way from the northwest coast south into the Sacramento River Valley. The
1849 California Gold Rush, however, quickly brought miners and settlers to the territory, and the Shasta were soon
crowded out of their primary hunting grounds and fisheries along the rivers. With the start of permanent Euro American
logging and farming settlements, there were active campaigns to exterminate the Shastans and the other tribes in the
region. Leaders of the Shastan peoples signed the treaty of 1852 that was brought to all the Native American tribes of
California, in which they were offered large protected regional reservations for forfeiting their title to the rest of the
State. This treaty was never ratified, and the Shastans played a prominent role in the Rogue River Indian wars, which
lasted from 1850 to 1857 (Kroeber 1976; Silver 1978).

By the 1870s, the Shastan population and way of life had been impacted drastically by the influx of Euro- Americans.
Calculations based on the number of settlements in 1852 led Kroeber to suggest a total population of 2,000 for all Shastan
language speaking groups, while Cook (1976) estimated the pre-contact population at 3,000.
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In 1925, Kroeber asserted that there were no more living Okwanuchu. After little over a century of contact, it was
estimated that there were 36 Shastans living on the Quartz Valley Rancheria. Today, the majority of Shastan people are
affiliated with the Quartz Valley, Grande Ronde, and Siletz Indian Reservations while others have been inducted into the
neighboring Karuk or Pit River tribes.

Regulatory Setting

This section summarizes current State and local regulations relevant to the review of Tribal Cultural Resources for this
project. Regulations that are applicable to the environmental review of potential impacts related to Tribal Cultural
Resources include the following:

Assembly Bill 52

Assembly Bill 52 (AB 52) amended CEQA to require that: 1) a lead agency provide notice to any California Native American
tribes that have requested notice of projects proposed by the lead agency; and 2) for any tribe that responded to the
notice within 30 days of receipt with a request for consultation, the lead agency must consult with the tribe. Topics that
may be addressed during consultation include tribal cultural resources, the potential significance of project impacts, type
of environmental document that should be prepared, and possible mitigation measures and project alternatives.

Pursuant to AB 52, Section 21073 of the Public Resources Code defines California Native American tribes as “a Native
American tribe located in California that is on the contact list maintained by the NAHC for the purposes of Chapter 905
of the Statutes of 2004.” This includes both federally and non-federally recognized tribes. Section 21074(a) of the Public
Resource Code defines TCRs for the purpose of CEQA as:

1) Sites, features, places, cultural landscapes (geographically defined in terms of the size and scope), sacred places,
and objects with cultural value to a California Native American tribe that are either of the following:

(@) included or determined to be eligible for inclusion in the California Register of Historical Resources; and/or
(b) included in a local register of historical resources as defined in subdivision (k) of Section 5020.1; and/or

2) a resource determined by the lead agency, in its discretion and supported by substantial evidence, to be
significant pursuant to criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Section 5024.1. In applying the criteria set forth in
subdivision (c) of Section 5024.1 for the purposes of this paragraph, the lead agency shall consider the
significance of the resource to a California Native American tribe.

Because criteria (a) and (b) also meet the definition of a Historical Resource under CEQA, a TCR may also require
additional consideration as a Historical Resource. TCRs may or may not exhibit archaeological, cultural, or physical
indicators.

Recognizing that California tribes are experts in their tribal cultural resources and heritage, AB 52 requires that CEQA
lead agencies provide tribes that requested notification an opportunity to consult at the commencement of the CEQA
process to identify TCRs. Furthermore, because a significant effect on a TCR is considered a significant impact on the
environment under CEQA, consultation is used to develop appropriate avoidance, impact minimization, and mitigation
measures.

Tribal Consultation

Consultation and correspondence with various culturally affiliated Tribal groups and agencies were conducted in
accordance with Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 21080.3.1 (AB 52). On January 8, 2024, the District initiated
environmental review under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for the proposed Lake Shastina Drinking
Water System Improvements. The District sent a certified project notification letter to the Quartz Valley Indian
Community and Shasta Nation, each a California Native American Tribe that is traditionally and culturally affiliated with
the geographic area of the proposed project, on January 8, 2024, pursuant to PRC Section 21080.3.1, notifying that the
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project was under review and to provide the Tribes 30 days from the receipt of the letter to request consultation on the
project in writing. No responses were received requesting initiation of consultation under the provisions of AB 52.

Impact Analysis

The following includes an analysis of environmental parameters related to Tribal Cultural Resources based on Appendix
G of the State CEQA Guidelines. The discussion not only includes the areas for which there is potential for environmental
impacts but also provides justification for the conclusions that either no impacts, less than significant impacts, or less
than significant impacts with mitigation could occur.

Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a Potentiall Less-Than- Less-Than-
tribal cultural resource, defined in Public Resources Code section 21074 as either y Significant With Significant
Mitigation 9
Impact

Incorporated

Significant
Impact

a site, feature, place, cultural landscape that is geographically defined in terms
of the size and scope of the landscape, sacred place, or object with cultural value
to a California Native American tribe, and that is:

a) Listed or eligible for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources,
or in a local register of historical resources as defined in Public Resources X
Code section 5020.1(k), or

b)  Aresource determined by the lead agency, in its discretion and supported
by substantial evidence, to be significant pursuant to criteria set forth in
subdivision (c) of Public Resources Code Section 5024.1. In applying the
criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resources Code Section 5024.1,
the lead agency shall consider the significance of the resource to a California
Native American tribe.

a) Listed or eligible for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources, or in a local register of
historical resources as defined in Public Resources Code section 5020.1(k)?

No TCRs were identified within or immediately adjacent to the project area and, therefore, the proposed project would
not result in a significant impact to known TCRs. Impacts to unknown TCRs that may be discovered would be less than
significant with the incorporation of Mitigation Measure TCR-1, below. Impacts would be less than significant.

b)  Aresource determined by the lead agency, in its discretion and supported by substantial evidence, to be
significant pursuant to criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resources Code Section 5024.1. In
applying the criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resources Code Section 5024.1, the lead agency
shall consider the significance of the resource to a California Native American tribe.

As described above, no known TCRs have been identified (as defined in PRC Section 21074) within the project area.
Therefore, the project would not cause a significant adverse change in the significance of a TCR that is either listed in, or
eligible for listing in, the CRHR, or in a local register of historical resources as defined in PRC Section 5020.1(k). The
proposed project would not cause a substantial adverse effect to a known TCR. Mitigation Measures CR-1 and CR-2
address the inadvertent discovery of cultural resources and human remains during construction. Impacts would be less
than significant.

Mitigation Measures

The following mitigation measures have been developed to reduce potential impacts related to Tribal Cultural Resources
to less than significant levels:
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Mitigation Measure TCR-1

Unanticipated Discovery - If any suspected TCRs are discovered during ground-disturbing construction activities, all work
shall cease within at least 50 feet of the find. The District shall invite a Tribal Representative from a California Native
American tribe that is traditionally and culturally affiliated with the geographic area to make recommendations about
whether or not the discovery represents a TCR (PRC Section 21074) and, if so, to make recommendations for culturally
appropriate treatment. The contractor shall implement any measures determined by the District to be necessary. Work
at the discovery location cannot resume until the treatment has been implemented to the satisfaction of the District.

In addition, refer to Mitigation Measure CR-1 and CR-2 in Section V, CULTURAL RESOURCES.

Findings

In the course of the above evaluation impacts associated with Tribal Cultural Resources were found to be less than
significant with implementation of mitigation. Mitigation measures for the protection of currently unknown but
potentially discoverable resources are also provided for in Section V, CULTURAL RESOURCES.

Documentation and References

DZC (DZC Archaeology and Cultural Resource Management). 2023. Phase I Cultural Resource Inventory Report for the
Lake Shastina Community Services District Drinking Water Improvement Project. December 2023.
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XIX. Utilities and Service Systems

This section of the Initial Study addresses the proposed project’s potential impacts on certain utilities and services: water,
wastewater, stormwater, solid waste and utilities (electrical and gas).

Environmental Setting

Water

The Lake Shastina Community Services District (District) provides water service to all residential commercial users within
the area. The proposed project is located within the Shasta Valley Groundwater Basin (SVWB). The SYWB is a medium
priority basin located in Northern California and is bounded by Mount Shasta to the South, the Klamath Mountains to
the west and the Cascade Range to the east and the Klamath River to the north. As a medium priority basing, a
Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) is required which outlines a 20-year plan to direct sustainable groundwater
management activities that considers the needs of all users in the SYWB and ensures a viable groundwater resource for
beneficial use by agricultural, residential, industrial, municipal, and ecological users (SCFCWCD, 2021; 2023).

Wastewater
Wastewater treatment within the area is provided by the District. The existing Lake Shastina Wastewater Treatment
Facility (WWTF), in its current configuration, meets the applicable waste discharge requirement, which set the standards

for wastewater discharges. The District is currently in the process of implementing upgrades and improvements to allow
the facility to continue to meet permit requirements.

Stormwater
The proposed project surrounds a portion of Lake Shastina, a lake that is formed by Dwinell Dam. The lake is primarily
fed by surface water from precipitation and the Shasta River that enters the lake from the south. Water leaves the lake

below Dwinell Dam and continues down the Shasta River or is taken through surface ditches for agricultural use by local
irrigation users. There are no existing stormwater drainages within the project area.

Solid Waste

Construction waste generated by the proposed project would be disposed of at the Yreka Solid Waste Landfill located
south 2420 Oberlin Road. Under existing State permits, the landfill may accept 100 tons of solid water per day until the
year 2055.

Utilities

Electricity within the District is provided by Pacific Power. Individual parcels utilize propane tanks.

Regulatory Setting

This section summarizes current State and local regulations relevant to the review of Utilities and Service Systems for this

project. Ordinances, regulations, or standards that are applicable to the environmental review of potential impacts
related to utilities and service systems include the following:
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California Integrated Waste Management Act

The California Integrated Waste Management Act of 1989, or Assembly Bill (AB) 939, required the implementation of
integrated waste management plans, and mandated that local jurisdictions divert at least 50 percent of all solid waste
generated (from 1990 levels), beginning January 1, 2000, and divert at least 75 percent by 2010. Projects that would have
an adverse effect on waste diversion goals are required to include waste diversion mitigation measures to assist in
reducing these impacts to less than significant levels. With the passage of Senate Bill (SB) 1016 (the Per Capita Disposal
Measurement System) in 2006, only per capita disposal rates are measured to determine if a jurisdiction’s efforts are
meeting the intent of AB 939.

California Solid Waste Reuse and Recycling Access Act

The California Solid Waste Reuse and the Recycling Access Act of 1991 (AB 1327) is codified in Public Resources Code
Sections 42900-42911. Asamended, AB 1327 requires each local jurisdiction to adopt an ordinance requiring commercial,
industrial, or institutional building, marina, or residential buildings having five or more living units to provide an adequate
storage area for the collection and removal of recyclable materials. The size of these storage areas is to be determined
by the appropriate jurisdictions’ ordinance. If no such ordinance exists in the jurisdiction, the Cal Recycle model ordinance
shall take effect.

Sustainable Groundwater Management Act

In 2014, California enacted the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA; Water Code Section 10720 et seq.).
SGMA and related amendments to California law require all groundwater basins designated as high or medium priority
in the DWR California Statewide Groundwater Elevation Monitoring (CASGEM) Program, and that are subject to critical
overdraft conditions, must be managed under a new Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) or a coordinated set of GSPs.
High or medium priority basins that are not subject to a critical overdraft must be regulated under one or more GSPs by
2022. Where GSPs are required, one or more local Groundwater Sustainability Agencies (GSAs) must be formed to
implement applicable GSPs. A GSA has the authority to require registration of groundwater wells, measure and manage
extractions, require reports, and assess fees, and to request revisions of basin boundaries, including establishing new
subbasins.

Impact Analysis

The following includes an analysis of environmental parameters related to Utilities and Service Systems based on
Appendix G of the State CEQA Guidelines. The discussion not only includes the areas for which there is potential for
environmental impacts but also provides justification for the conclusions that either no impacts, less than significant
impacts, or less than significant impacts with mitigation could occur.

. Less-Than-
Potentially Significant With Less-Than- NoO

e Significant
Mitigation Impact Impact

Significant

. Impact
Would the Project: Incorporated

a) Require or result in the relocation or construction of new or
expanded water or wastewater treatment or storm water
drainage, electric power, natural gas, or telecommunications X
facilities, the construction or relocation of which could cause
significant environmental effects?

b)  Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the project and
reasonably foreseeable future development during normal, dry, X
and multiple dry years?

Lake Shastina Drinking Water Improvements 112



Lake Shastina
Community Services District
Final Initial Study (SCH No. 2024071135)

. Less-Than-
Potentially Significant With Less-Than- NoO

e Significant
Mitigation Impact Impact

Significant

. Impact
Would the Project: Incorporated

c) Result in a determination by the wastewater treatment provider
which serves or may serve the project that it has adequate capacity
to serve the project’s projected demand in addition to the X
provider’s existing commitments?

d)  Generate solid waste in excess of State or local standards, or
infrastructure, or otherwise impair the attainment of solid waste X
reduction goals?

e) Comply with federal, State, and local management and reduction
statutes and regulations related to solid waste?

a)  Require or result in the relocation or construction of new or expanded water or wastewater treatment or
storm water drainage, electric power, natural gas, or telecommunications facilities, the construction or
relocation of which could cause significant environmental effects?

The primary purpose of the proposed project is to upgrade the water supply infrastructure serving the District. All
environmental impacts resulting from the improvements are discussed throughout this document and mitigated as
appropriate (refer to Mitigation Measures AQ-1, BIO-1, BIO-2, BIO-3, CR-1, CR-2, HAZ-1, HAZ-2, N-1, and TCR-1). Impacts
would be less than significant with mitigation incorporated.

b)  Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the project and reasonably foreseeable future
development during normal, dry, and multiple dry years?

The proposed project is intended to upgrade the existing water supply infrastructure within the District. Relatively small
amounts of water would be used during project construction, but this is a temporary impact. Additionally,
implementation of the proposed project would not induce population growth either directly or indirectly that would
require additional long-term water supplies or increase the demand for wastewater treatment. However, the upgrades
to the existing system are expected to be able to accommodate anticipated growth within the 20-year planning horizon.
The future anticipated growth within the community has been previously approved for residential and commercial
properties that are currently parceled but undeveloped. The proposed project addresses the existing infrastructure at
existing capacity levels and are not growth related and would not require additional water supplies or a new water
source. Impacts would be less than significant in this regard.

C)  Result in a determination by the wastewater treatment provider which serves or may serve the project
that it has adequate capacity to serve the project’s projected demand in addition to the provider’s existing
commitments?

As the proposed projects includes improvements to the District’s drinking water facilities and would not require new or
expanded water supplies, there would be no impact on the capacity of the District’s wastewater treatment facility. No
impact would occur in this regard.

d)  Generate solid waste in excess of State or local standards, or infrastructure, or otherwise impair the
attainment of solid waste reduction goals?

The amount of waste generated during project demolition is not expected to exceed State or local standards, significantly
impact landfill capacities, or otherwise impair the attainment of solid waste reduction goals. Impacts are considered less
than significant in this regard.
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e)  Comply with federal, State, and local management and reduction statutes and regulations related to solid
waste?

The 1989 California Integrated Waste Management Act (AB 939) requires the County to attain specific waste diversion
goals. In addition, the California Solid Waste Reuse and Recycling Access Act of 1991, as amended, requires recycling of
construction debris to reduce operating expenses and save valuable landfill space. In relation to the local management
and reductions techniques, handling, and disposal of this waste, the District would comply with all State solid waste
diversion, reduction, and recycling mandates related to construction materials.

Solid waste from project construction would be transported to the transfer station at the Yreka Solid Waste Landfill and
subsequently disposed of at the Anderson Solid Waste Landfill in Shasta County. Under existing State permits, the landfill
may accept 100 tons of solid waste per day until the year 2055. The proposed project would not increase the tonnage
beyond the landfill’s permitted amount or result in the closure of the landfill prior to the anticipated 2055 date. No
impact would occur in this regard.

Mitigation Measures

No mitigation measures are required.
Findings

Based upon the review of the information above, implementation of the proposed project will have a less than significant
impact with respect to Utilities and Service Systems.

Documentation and References

SCFCWCD (Siskiyou County Flood Control & Water Conservation District). 2021. Shasta Valley Groundwater
Sustainability Plan, Executive Summary. December 2021.

SCFCWCD. 2023. Shasta Valley Groundwater Sustainability Plan — WT 2022 Annual Report. April 2023.

SHN (SHN Consulting Engineers and Geologists). 2023. Preliminary Engineering Report for Drinking Water System
Improvements. December 2023.

Siskiyou (Siskiyou County). 1972. Siskiyou County General Plan. 1972, as amended.

Siskiyou. 2023. Siskiyou County Geographic Information System. [Online]: https://www.co.siskiyou.ca.us/gis. Accessed
December 8, 2023.
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XX. Wildfire

This section of the Initial Study provides an analysis of potential wildfire impacts. The analysis considers potential impacts
of the project on emergency access and evacuation routes to, through and from the project area and the exacerbation
of fire risk or that may result in temporary or ongoing impacts to the environment during or following a fire.

Environmental Setting

Human activities such as equipment operation cause the vast majority of wildland fires that occur on average throughout
the State. Generally, the fire season extends from early spring through late fall of each year during the hotter, dryer
months.

Fire conditions arise from a combination of high temperatures, low moisture content in the air and fuel, accumulation of
vegetation, and high winds. The outbreak and spread of wildland fires within the project area is a potential danger,
particularly during the hot, dry summer and fall months. Various factors contribute to the intensity and spread of wildland
fires: humidity, wind speed and direction, vegetation type, the amount of vegetation (fuel), and topography. The
topography, climate, and vegetation of much of the area are conducive to the spread of wildland fires once started.

The geographic location on the northwest facing slope of Mount Shasta creates a weather environment conducive to
high desert scrub vegetation dominated by Chaparral, decadent Chemise, Western Juniper, Sagebrush, and Manzanita.
Mount Shasta dominates the terrain to the southeast, with the Eddy Mountains in the Klamath range to the west. Yellow
Butte, Herd Peak, and Goosenest Mountain are additional significant landmarks. Dwinnell Reservoir (commonly known
as Lake Shastina) is another prominent feature of the landscape. The surface area of the reservoir is approximately 1800
acres when full, with an average depth of 27 feet.

Fire Protection

The Lake Shastina Fire Department (LSFD), located at 16309 Everhard Drive, is a 19 person department that staff’s one
structural engine, two wildland brush engines, one attack and one rescue during normal daylight hours. The fire
department relies on a combination part-time paid firefighters, seasonal firefighters, and paid call volunteers. The
Greater Lake Shastina Fire Safe Council (GLFSC) also includes a large surrounding area of State Responsibility Area lands
that are primarily CAL FIRE’s responsibility for fire protection (LSFD, 2023; GLFSC, 2018).

Emergency Response

The proposed project is not located in an area that is a part of an adopted emergency response or evacuation plan and
is not located on any primary transportation route that would act as an emergency evacuation corridor. Access routes
within Lake Shastina Community Services District (District) have been identified by the District and the Lake Shastina
Property Owners Association (LSPOA) along interior development roads. Additionally, the District has participated in the
development of a Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) that outlines coordination activities between the local fire
service agencies, including Lake Shastina (GLSFSC, 2018).

Fire Hazard Severity Zone

The project site and surrounding area are designated as being in a Wildland Hazard area, as defined by the Siskiyou
County General Plan. These areas require that developments take into consideration building standards and vegetation
management to reduce the threat from wildfire. The CWPP indicates that the proposed project falls within a Moderate
Fire Hazard Severity Zone and a High Fire Hazard Severity Zone.

CAL FIRE has mapped areas of significant fire hazards in the state through its Fire and Resources Assessment Program
(FRAP). These maps place areas of the state into different fire hazard severity zones (FHSZ) based on a hazard scoring
system using subjective criteria for fuels, fire history, terrain influences, housing density, and occurrence of severe fire
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weather where urban conflagration could result in catastrophic losses. This classification system designates lands in
three general classifications, “Moderate”, “High” and “Very High” Fire Hazard Severity Zones. The FRAP identifies the
project area as a high and very high fire hazard severity zone (CAL FIRE, 2023).

As part of this mapping system, land where CAL FIRE is responsible for wildland fire protection and generally located in
unincorporated areas is classified as a State Responsibility Area (SRA). Where local fire protection agencies are
responsible for wildfire protection, the land is classified as a Local Responsibility Area (LRA). The project site is located
within a State Responsibility Area (SRA).

Regulatory Setting

This section summarizes current federal, State, and local regulations relevant to the review of Wildfire for this project.
Ordinances, regulations, or standards that are applicable to the environmental review of potential impacts related to
wildfire hazards include the following:

California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection

CAL FIRE protects the people of California from fires, responds to emergencies, and protects and enhances forest, range,
and watershed values providing social, economic, and environmental benefits to rural and urban citizens. The Office of
the State Fire Marshal supports CAL FIRE’s mission by focusing on fire prevention. It provides support through a wide
variety of fire safety responsibilities including by regulating buildings in which people live, congregate, or are confined,;
by controlling substances and products which may, in and of themselves, or by their misuse, cause injuries, death, and
destruction by fire; by providing statewide direction for fire prevention in wildland areas; by regulating hazardous liquid
pipelines; by reviewing regulations and building standards; and by providing training and education in fire protection
methods and responsibilities.

California Fire Code

The California Fire Code (CFC) is contained within Title 24, Chapter 9 of the California Code of Regulations. Based on the
International Fire Code, the CFC was created by the California Buildings Standards Commission and regulates the use,
handling, and storage requirements for hazardous materials at fixed facilities. Similar to the International Fire Code, the
CFC and CBC use a hazards classification system to determine the appropriate measures to incorporate to protect life
and property.

California Public Resources Code

California Public Resources Code Section 4290 requires minimum fire safety standards related to defensible space that
are applicable to SRA lands and lands classified and designated as VHFHSZs. California Public Resources Code Section
4291 requires a reduction of fire hazards around buildings, which requires 100 feet of vegetation management around
all buildings and is the primary mechanism for conducting fire prevention activities on private property within CAL FIRE
jurisdiction.

Community Wildfire Protection Plan
The Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) (2018) reflects common goals to better enable the Lake Shastina
community to protect itself. This CWPP is a living document which will change over time, as projects are implemented

and new priorities arise. The Greater Lake Shastina Fire Safe Council (GLSFSC) will utilize the CWPP as a means for the
community to participate in wildfire protection planning for the future.

Lake Shastina Fire Evacuation Plan

The Lake Shastina Fire Department, with the assistance of the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection and
the Siskiyou County Office of Emergency Services, prepared the Wild Land Fire Evacuation Plan in the interest of public
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safety for the citizens of the Lake Shastina Community Services District. The evacuation plan describes potential impact
areas within the Lake Shastina Community Services District, the number of people threatened, the designated evacuation
routes and any critical or special facilities located within the District.

Siskiyou County Emergency Operations Plan

The Siskiyou County Emergency Operations Plan (EOP) establishes procedures for responding to various emergency
situations, including regional flooding, nuclear power plant incident, volcanic activity, tsunami/seiche waves, hazardous
materials incident, nuclear defense emergency, dam failure, approaching wildland fire, and seismic activity.

Impact Analysis

The following includes an analysis of environmental parameters related to Wildfire based on Appendix G of the State
CEQA Guidelines. The discussion not only includes the areas for which there is potential for environmental impacts but
also provides justification for the conclusions that either no impacts, less than significant impacts, or less than significant
impacts with mitigation could occur.

. Less-Than-
Potentially 0 isicant With (ST No
Significant Significant
Impact

Mitigation Impact

If located in or near State responsibility areas or lands classified as Impact
very high fire hazard severity zones, would the project: Incorporated

a) Substantially impair an adopted emergency response plan or
emergency evacuation plan?

b)  Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, exacerbate
wildfire risks, and thereby expose projects occupants to, pollutant
concentrations from a wildfire or the uncontrolled spread of
wildfire?

c) Require installation or maintenance of associated infrastructure
(such as roads, fuel sources, power lines or other utilities) that may
exacerbate fire risk or that may result in temporary or ongoing
impacts to the environment?

d)  Expose people or structures to significant risks, including
downslope or downstream flooding or landslides, as a result, post- X
fire slope instability, or drainage changes?

a)  Substantially impair an adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan?

Refer to impact discussion under IX.f, above. No roadway closures are anticipated during construction activities. As a
result, the proposed project would not impair implementation of any emergency response plan or emergency evaluation
plan as it would not alter existing roadways, or physically interfere with existing roadway patterns. Impacts would be less
than significant.

b)  Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby expose projects
occupants to, pollutant concentrations from a wildfire or the uncontrolled spread of wildfire?

Due to the nature of the project and the topography of the immediate project area, there would be no significant risk of
pollutant concentration exposure from a wildfire or the uncontrollable spread of a wildfire caused by a geographic slope
or prevailing winds. Therefore, the likelihood of exposing adjacent areas to pollutant concentrations from a wildfire or
the uncontrolled spread of a wildfire is considered minimal. Furthermore, the project would not result in additional
occupants on the project site with the exception of construction workers during temporary construction activities. Thus,
impacts associated with wildfires would be less than significant.
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c)  Require installation or maintenance of associated infrastructure (such as roads, fuel sources, power lines
or other utilities) that may exacerbate fire risk or that may result in temporary or ongoing impacts to the
environment?

The District has identified several deficiencies in the overall water treatment system including aging tanks, inadequate
water storage, inadequate pressure in the southeast zone, lack of backup power, and aging fire hydrants. To remedy
these deficiencies, the District proposes a combination of replacement components and new construction (well house
buildings and one above ground water tank). As a result, the proposed project is considered to provide a long-term
benefit to fire protection services within the District.

Project construction activities will be conducted in accordance with applicable standards to reduce the potential for the
activities to impact adjacent residences from wildfire events. Additionally, construction activities would not require the
installation or maintenance of associated infrastructure (such as roads, fuel breaks, emergency water sources, power
lines or other utilities) that may exacerbate fire risk or that may result in temporary or ongoing impacts to the
environment. Impacts are less than significant in this regard.

d)  Expose people or structures to significant risks, including downslope or downstream flooding or
landslides, as a result, post-fire slope instability, or drainage changes?

Construction activities would not expose people or structures to significant risks, including downslope or downstream
flooding or landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage changes. The majority of the site is
located outside of the mapped 100-year floodplain; however, there are several existing residents along the shore of Lake
Shastina within Zone A, Special Flood Hazard Areas (without base flood elevation) (FEMA, 2011). There are no sheer or
unstable cliffs in the immediate area. Considering these project site features and characteristics, potential future post-
fire conditions are not expected to increase risks associated with runoff and erosion. Considering implementation of
erosion control BMPs, potential impacts associated with runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage changes are
considered to be less than significant.

Mitigation Measures

No mitigation measures are required.
Findings

Based upon the review of the information above, implementation of the proposed project will have a less than significant
impact with respect to Wildfire.

Documentation and References

CAL FIRE (California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection). 2023. Fire Hazard Severity Zones. [Online]:
https://egis.fire.ca.gov/FHSZ/. Accessed December 8, 2023.

CAL FIRE. 2018. 2018 Strategic Fire Plan for California. 2018.

FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency). 2011. Flood Insurance Rate Map Panel #06093C2100D and
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Protection Plan. January 2018.
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XXI. Mandatory Findings of Significance

Based on the analysis undertaken as part of this Initial Study, the following findings can be made:

Less-Than-

Potentially Significant Less-Than- No

Impact

Significant With Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact
Would the Project: Incorporated

a) Does the project have the potential to substantially degrade the quality
of the environment, substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife
species, cause a fish or wildlife population to drop below the self-
sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, X
substantially reduce the number, or restrict the range of a rare or
endangered plant or animal or eliminate important examples of the
major periods of California history or prehistory?

b)  Does the project have impacts that are individually limited, but
cumulatively considerable? (“Cumulatively considerable” means that

the incremental effects of a project are considerable when viewed in X
connection with the effects of past projects, the effects of other
current projects, and the effects of probable future projects)?
c) Does the project have potential environmental effects which may
cause substantial adverse effects on human beings, either directly or X

indirectly?

Impact Analysis

a)  Does the project have the potential to substantially degrade the quality of the environment, substantially
reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife population to drop below the self-
sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, substantially reduce the number, or
restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or animal or eliminate important examples of the major
periods of California history or prehistory?

Evaluation of the proposed project as provided in Section IV, BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES, has shown that the activities of
the proposed project do not have the potential to degrade the quality of the environment and will not substantially
reduce the habitat or cause wildlife populations to drop below self-sustaining levels. Mitigation measures for biological
resources have been developed to reduce potential impacts on sensitive habitats and species to less than significant
levels. Refer to Mitigation Measures BIO-1, BIO-2, and BIO-3 in Section IV, BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES.

Also, based on the discussion and findings in Section V, CULTURAL RESOURCES, there is evidence to support a finding
that the proposed project is not eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) or the California
Register of Historic Resources (CRHR) under any significance criteria. The project is located in an area that does not
appear to be sensitive for prehistoric or historic occupation and is considered to have a moderate sensitivity for surface
sites. Although no archaeological deposits or features are known to occur onsite, implementation of mitigation measures
will ensure that any additional archaeological deposits or features that may be discovered are fully protected during
implementation of the proposed project. Refer to Mitigation Measures CR-1 and CR-2 in Section V, CULTURAL
RESOURCES.

b)  Does the project have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively considerable? (“Cumulatively
considerable” means that the incremental effects of a project are considerable when viewed in connection
with the effects of past projects, the effects of other current projects, and the effects of probable future
projects)?
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As discussed throughout this document, implementation of the proposed project has the potential to result in impacts
to the environment that are individually limited, but are not cumulatively considerable, including impacts to biological
and cultural resources. In addition, as discussed in Section Ill, AIR QUALITY, the project will contribute to a temporary
cumulative air quality impacts. However, with the application of Mitigation Measure AQ-1, impacts would be less than
significant.

In all instances where the project has the potential to contribute to cumulatively considerable impacts to the
environment (including the resources listed above) mitigation measures have been imposed to reduce the potential
effects to less than significant levels. As such, with incorporation of the mitigation measures imposed throughout this
Initial Study, including compliance with local, State, and federal rules and regulations, the proposed project would not
contribute to environmental effects that are individually limited, but cumulatively considerable, and impacts would be
less than significant.

c)  Does the project have potential environmental effects which may cause substantial adverse effects on
human beings, either directly or indirectly?

The potential for the proposed project to result in environmental effects that could adversely affect human beings, either
directly or indirectly, has been discussed throughout this document. In instances where the proposed project has the
potential to result in direct or indirect adverse effects to human beings, including impacts to air quality, biological
resources, and cultural resources, mitigation measures have been applied to reduce the impact to below a level of
significance. In other instances, the project design and compliance with existing laws and regulations would reduce
impacts of the project to less than significant levels. Therefore, the proposed project as designed, mitigated, and in
compliance with existing regulatory requirements, would not have environmental effects, which will cause substantial
adverse effects on human beings, either directly or indirectly. Therefore, impacts would be less than significant with
mitigation incorporated.

Mitigation Measures

Mitigation Measure AQ-1

The construction and demolition contractor shall be responsible for implementing Rule 4.2 and Fugitive Dust Control
Measures to reduce the potential generation of fugitive dust during the proposed construction activities. Compliance
with these requirements shall be required to minimize dust generation during construction activity.

< All active construction areas (for example, parking areas, staging areas, soil piles, graded areas, and unpaved
access roads) shall be watered a minimum of two times per day during the dry season;

e Hydroseed or apply non-toxic soil stabilizers to inactive construction areas;

< Dust-generating activities shall be limited during periods of high winds (over 15 mph);

< Suspend excavation and grading activity when winds exceed 25 mph;

e All haul trucks transporting soil, sand, or other loose material, likely to give rise to airborne dust, shall be
covered,;

e Allvehicle speeds shall be limited to 15 miles per hour within the construction area;

e Promptly remove earth or other tracked out material from paved streets onto which earth, or other material
has been transported by trucking or earth-moving equipment; and

e Conduct digging, backfilling, and paving of utility trenches in such a manner as to minimize the creation of
airborne dust.

Mitigation Measure BIO-1

A botanical field survey shall be conducted by a qualified biologist in the spring when special status plants known to occur
in the region would be identifiable. The survey shall be conducted pursuant to applicable regulatory agency protocols
and guidelines. In the unlikely event that special-status plant species are present, a suitable buffer zone(s) shall be
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determined by a qualified biologist in consultation with the applicable regulatory agency, and exclusionary fencing shall
be placed prior to commencement of construction.

If avoidance is not possible, the District shall consult with the applicable regulatory agency to determine a satisfactory
method of mitigation. Typical mitigation includes collecting and propagating seeds, and replanting the seedlings in a
protected area, or transplanting the individual plants to a protected area. A detailed mitigation plan shall be submitted
to the applicable regulatory agency for review and approval. The plan shall identify the mitigation site, methods to be
employed to create offsetting special-status plant habitat, success criteria, monitoring requirements, remedial measures,
and/or other pertinent data to ensure successful replacement of the affected plant populations. Mitigation shall be
undertaken concurrently with or in advance of the start of project construction.

Mitigation Measure BIO-2
The potential for introduction and spread of noxious weeds shall be avoided/minimized by the following:

e Using only certified weed-free erosion control materials, mulch, and seed,

e Limiting any import or export of fill material to material that is known to be weed free, and

e Requiring the construction contractor to thoroughly wash all equipment at a commercial wash facility prior to
entering the County. If the equipment has most recently been used within the County, cleaning is not required.

Mitigation Measure BIO-3

To avoid impacts to nesting birds, and/or raptors, protected under California Fish and Game Code Section 3503 and
Section 3503.5, including their nests and eggs, one of the following shall be implemented:

e Vegetation removal and ground-disturbance activities shall occur between September 15t and January 315t when
birds are not nesting; or

e If vegetation removal and ground disturbance activities occur during the nesting season, a pre-construction
nesting survey shall be conducted by a qualified biologist to identify active nests in and adjacent to the project
area.

Surveys shall begin prior to sunrise and continue until vegetation and nests have been thoroughly observed. The survey
shall take into account acoustic impacts and line-of-sight project disturbances to determine a sufficient survey radius to
maximize observations of nesting birds. A nesting bird survey report should be prepared and, at a minimum, the report
should include a description of the area surveyed, date and time of the survey, ambient conditions, bird species observed,
a description of any active nests observed, any evidence of breeding behaviors (e.g., courtship, carrying nest materials
or food, etc.), and a description of any outstanding conditions that may have impacted the survey results (e.g., weather
conditions, excess noise, presence of predators).

If an active nest is located during pre-construction surveys, a non-disturbance buffer should be established around the
nest by a qualified biologist in consultation with CDFW and United States Fish and Wildlife Service to comply with Fish
and Game Code Sections 3503 and 3503.5 and the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. Compliance measures may include, but are
not limited to, exclusion buffers, sound-attenuation measures, seasonal work closures based on the known biology and
life history of the species identified during the survey, as well as ongoing monitoring by biologists. Nesting bird surveys
should be conducted no more than seven days prior to the initiation of construction. If construction activities are delayed
or suspended for more than seven days after the pre-construction nesting bird survey, the site should be resurveyed.

Mitigation Measure CR-1

If cultural resources, such as chipped or ground stone, or bone are inadvertently discovered during ground-disturbance
activities, work shall be stopped within 50 feet of the discovery, as required by the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA; January 1999 Revised Guidelines, Title 14 California Code of Regulations [CCR] Section 15064.5 [f]). Work near
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the archaeological finds shall not resume until a professional archaeologist, who meets the Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards and Guidelines, has evaluated the material, and offered recommendations for further action.

Mitigation Measure CR-2

If in the event that previously unidentified evidence of human burial or human remains are discovered during project
construction, work will stop at the discovery location, within 20 meters (66 feet), and any nearby area reasonably
suspected to overlie human remains (Public Resources Code, Section 7050.5) the Shasta County Coroner must be
informed and consulted, per State law. If the coroner determines the remains to be Native American, he or she shall
contact the Native American Heritage Commission within 24 hours. The Native American Heritage Commission shall
identify the person or persons it believes to be the most likely descendent. The most likely descendent will be given an
opportunity to make recommendations for means of treatment of the human remains and any associated grave goods.
when the commission is unable to identify a descendant or the descendants identified fail to make a recommendation,
or the landowner or his or her authorized representative rejects the recommendation of the descendants and the
mediation provided for in subdivision (k) of Section 5097.94, if invoked, fails to provide measures acceptable to the
landowner, the landowner or his or her authorized representative shall reinter the human remains and items associated
with Native American human remains with appropriate dignity on the property in a location not subject to further and
future subsurface disturbance. Work in the area shall not continue until the human remains are dealt with according to
the recommendations of the County Coroner, Native American Heritage Commission and/or the most likely descendent
have been implemented.

Mitigation Measure HAZ-1

Prior to initiation of construction activities that would affect existing structures and associated piping, a comprehensive
survey shall be completed in locations where asbestos and lead-based paint are suspected. Removal or disturbance of
material with any detectable amount of asbestos or lead-based paint must be handled in accordance with OSHA
regulations. All hazardous materials shall be removed by trained and authorized personnel and disposed of at a licensed
facility in compliance with local, State, and federal regulations and guidelines.

Mitigation Measure HAZ-2

In the event that previously undetected asbestos or lead-containing materials are discovered during construction,
activities that may affect the materials shall cease until results of additional surveys are reviewed. Alternatively, the
District can assume that the materials are hazardous. Any identified hazardous materials shall be disposed of in
accordance with applicable hazardous waste regulations.

Mitigation Measure N-1

The project contractor shall be responsible for complying with the following measures during construction activities to
reduce potential noise impacts:

e Construction activities shall be restricted to the hours between 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. Monday through
Saturday. Construction activities shall also be prohibited during evening, nights, or on Sunday.

Mitigation Measure TCR-1

Unanticipated Discovery - If any suspected TCRs are discovered during ground-disturbing construction activities, all work
shall cease within at least 50 feet of the find. The District shall invite a Tribal Representative from a California Native
American tribe that is traditionally and culturally affiliated with the geographic area to make recommendations about
whether or not the discovery represents a TCR (PRC Section 21074) and, if so, to make recommendations for culturally
appropriate treatment. The contractor shall implement any measures determined by the District to be necessary. Work
at the discovery location cannot resume until the treatment has been implemented to the satisfaction of the District.
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Findings

Based upon the review of the information above, implementation of the proposed project is not anticipated to have a
substantial adverse effect on the environment. Therefore, there is no significant impact.

Documentation and References

Refer to section | through section XX of this Initial Study.
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Section 5 — Mitigation Monitoring Program (MMP)

This section contains the final Mitigation and Monitoring Program (MMP) for the proposed Lake Shastina Drinking Water
System Improvements project. The MMP includes a brief discussion of the legal basis for and the purpose of the program,
discussion, and direction regarding complaints about noncompliance, a key to understanding the monitoring matrix, and
the monitoring matrix itself.

California Public Resources Code 821081.6(a)(1) requires public agencies to adopt mitigation monitoring or reporting
programs whenever the agencies adopt CEQA Findings in connection with the approval of projects requiring
Environmental Impact Reports (EIRs) and whenever agencies adopt Mitigated Negative Declarations (MNDs). This
requirement facilitates implementation of all mitigation measures adopted through the California Environmental Quality
Act (CEQA) process.

The MMP contained herein is intended to satisfy the requirements of CEQA as they relate to the MND prepared for the
proposed project. It is intended to be used by District staff, participating agencies, project contractors, and mitigation
monitoring personnel during implementation of the proposed project. Mitigation is defined by State CEQA Guidelines
Section 15370 as a measure that does any of the following:

» Avoids impacts altogether by not taking a certain action or parts of an action.

e Minimizes impacts by limiting the degree or magnitude of the action and its implementation.

e Rectifies impacts by repairing, rehabilitating, or restoring the impacted environment.

e Reduces or eliminates impacts over time by preservation and maintenance operations during the life of the
project.

e Compensates for impacts by replacing or providing substitute resources or environments.

Table 5-1, MITIGATION MONITORING PROGRAM, below, identifies the mitigation measures proposed for the Lake
Shastina Drinking Water System Improvements project. The table has four columns that are defined as follows:

e Mitigation Measure/Condition. Lists the mitigation measures identified within the MND for a specific impact,
along with the number for each measure enumerated in the MND.

e Timing. Identifies at what point in time, review process, or phase the mitigation measures will be completed.

e Enforcement/Monitoring. References the responsible entity or any other public agency with which coordination
is required to satisfy the identified mitigation measure.

e Verification. Provides a space to be initialed and dated by the individual designated to verify adherence to a
specific mitigation measure.

Any person or agency may file a complaint asserting noncompliance with the mitigation measures associated with the
proposed project. The complaint shall be directed to the District’s General Manager in written form, providing specific
information on the asserted violation. The District shall conduct an investigation and determine the validity of the
complaint. If noncompliance with a mitigation measure has occurred, the District shall take appropriate action to remedy
any violation. The complainant shall receive written confirmation indicating the results of the investigation or the final
action corresponding to the particular noncompliance issue.
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Table 5-1
MITIGATION MONITORING PROGRAM

Enforcement / Verification
Monitoring (Date & Initials)

Mitigation Measure / Condition Timing / Implementation

AIR QUALITY
Mitigation Measure AQ-1

The construction and demolition contractor shall be responsible for
implementing Rule 4.2 and Fugitive Dust Control Measures to reduce
the potential generation of fugitive dust during the proposed
construction activities. Compliance with these requirements shall be
required to minimize dust generation during construction activity.

« All active construction areas (for example, parking areas, staging
areas, soil piles, graded areas, and unpaved access roads) shall be
watered a minimum of two times per day during the dry season;

* Hydroseed or apply non-toxic soil stabilizers to inactive
construction areas;

« Dust-generating activities shall be limited during periods of high During Construction Contractor / LSCSD
winds (over 15 mph);

* Suspend excavation and grading activity when winds exceed 25
mph;

e All haul trucks transporting soil, sand, or other loose material,
likely to give rise to airborne dust, shall be covered;

« All vehicle speeds shall be limited to 15 miles per hour within the
construction area;

* Promptly remove earth or other tracked out material from paved
streets onto which earth, or other material has been transported
by trucking or earth-moving equipment; and

* Conduct digging, backfilling, and paving of utility trenches in such
a manner as to minimize the creation of airborne dust.

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES
Mitigation Measure BIO-1

A botanical field survey shall be conducted by a qualified biologist in
the spring when special status plants known to occur in the region
would be identifiable. The survey shall be conducted pursuant to
applicable regulatory agency protocols and guidelines. In the unlikely
event that special-status plant species are present, a suitable buffer
zone(s) shall be determined by a qualified biologist in consultation
with the applicable regulatory agency, and exclusionary fencing shall
be placed prior to commencement of construction.

If avoidance is not possible, the District shall consult with the
applicable regulatory agency to determine a satisfactory method of Prior to Construction LSCSD
mitigation. Typical mitigation includes collecting and propagating
seeds, and replanting the seedlings in a protected area, or
transplanting the individual plants to a protected area. A detailed
mitigation plan shall be submitted to the applicable regulatory
agency for review and approval. The plan shall identify the mitigation
site, methods to be employed to create offsetting special-status plant
habitat, success criteria, monitoring requirements, remedial
measures, and/or other pertinent data to ensure successful
replacement of the affected plant populations. Mitigation shall be
undertaken concurrently with or in advance of the start of project
construction.

Mitigation Measure BIO-2

Prior to and During

Construction Contractor / LSCSD

The potential for introduction and spread of noxious weeds shall be
avoided/minimized by the following:
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Table 5-1
MITIGATION MONITORING PROGRAM

Enforcement / Verification
Monitoring (Date & Initials)

Mitigation Measure / Condition Timing / Implementation

* Using only certified weed-free erosion control materials, muich,
and seed,

« Limiting any import or export of fill material to material that is
known to be weed free, and

e Requiring the construction contractor to thoroughly wash all
equipment at a commercial wash facility prior to entering the
County. If the equipment has most recently been used within the
County, cleaning is not required.

Mitigation Measure BIO-3

To avoid impacts to nesting birds, and/or raptors, protected under
California Fish and Game Code Section 3503 and Section 3503.5,
including their nests and eggs, one of the following shall be
implemented:

« \Vegetation removal and ground-disturbance activities shall occur
between September 1t and January 31t when birds are not
nesting; or

« If vegetation removal and ground disturbance activities occur
during the nesting season, a pre-construction nesting survey shall
be conducted by a qualified biologist to identify active nests in and
adjacent to the project area.

Surveys shall begin prior to sunrise and continue until vegetation and
nests have been thoroughly observed. The survey shall take into
account acoustic impacts and line-of-sight project disturbances to
determine a sufficient survey radius to maximize observations of
nesting birds. A nesting bird survey report should be prepared and,
at a minimum, the report should include a description of the area
surveyed, date and time of the survey, ambient conditions, bird
species observed, a description of any active nests observed, any
evidence of breeding behaviors (e.g., courtship, carrying nest
materials or food, etc.), and a description of any outstanding
conditions that may have impacted the survey results (e.g., weather
conditions, excess noise, presence of predators).

Prior to Construction LSCSD

If an active nest is located during pre-construction surveys, a non-
disturbance buffer should be established around the nest by a
qualified biologist in consultation with CDFW and United States Fish
and Wildlife Service to comply with Fish and Game Code Sections
3503 and 3503.5 and the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. Compliance
measures may include, but are not limited to, exclusion buffers,
sound-attenuation measures, seasonal work closures based on the
known biology and life history of the species identified during the
survey, as well as ongoing monitoring by biologists. Nesting bird
surveys should be conducted no more than seven days prior to the
initiation of construction. If construction activities are delayed or
suspended for more than seven days after the pre-construction
nesting bird survey, the site should be resurveyed.

CULTURAL RESOURCES
Mitigation Measure CR-1

If cultural resources, such as chipped or ground stone, or bone are
inadvertently discovered during ground-disturbance activities, work
shall be stopped within 50 feet of the discovery, as required by the During Construction Contractor / LSCSD
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA; January 1999 Revised
Guidelines, Title 14 California Code of Regulations [CCR] Section
15064.5 [f]). Work near the archaeological finds shall not resume
until a professional archaeologist, who meets the Secretary of the
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Table 5-1
MITIGATION MONITORING PROGRAM

Mitigation Measure / Condition

Timing / Implementation

Enforcement /

Verification

Interior’s Standards and Guidelines, has evaluated the material, and
offered recommendations for further action.

Monitoring

(Date & Initials)

Mitigation Measure CR-2

If in the event that previously unidentified evidence of human burial
or human remains are discovered during project construction, work
will stop at the discovery location, within 20 meters (66 feet), and any
nearby area reasonably suspected to overlie human remains (Public
Resources Code, Section 7050.5) the Shasta County Coroner must be
informed and consulted, per State law. If the coroner determines the
remains to be Native American, he or she shall contact the Native
American Heritage Commission within 24 hours. The Native
American Heritage Commission shall identify the person or persons it
believes to be the most likely descendent. The most likely
descendent will be given an opportunity to make recommendations
for means of treatment of the human remains and any associated
grave goods. when the commission is unable to identify a descendant
or the descendants identified fail to make a recommendation, or the
landowner or his or her authorized representative rejects the
recommendation of the descendants and the mediation provided for
in subdivision (k) of Section 5097.94, if invoked, fails to provide
measures acceptable to the landowner, the landowner or his or her
authorized representative shall reinter the human remains and items
associated with Native American human remains with appropriate
dignity on the property in a location not subject to further and future
subsurface disturbance. Work in the area shall not continue until the
human remains are dealt with according to the recommendations of
the County Coroner, Native American Heritage Commission and/or
the most likely descendent have been implemented.

During Construction

Contractor / LSCSD

HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS

Mitigation Measure HAZ-1

Prior to initiation of construction activities that would affect existing
structures and associated piping, a comprehensive survey shall be
completed in locations where asbestos and lead-based paint are
suspected. Removal or disturbance of material with any detectable
amount of asbestos or lead-based paint must be handled in
accordance with OSHA regulations. All hazardous materials shall be
removed by trained and authorized personnel and disposed of at a
licensed facility in compliance with local, State, and federal
regulations and guidelines.

Prior to and During
Construction

Contractor / LSCSD

Mitigation Measure HAZ-2

In the event that previously undetected asbestos or lead-containing
materials are discovered during construction, activities that may
affect the materials shall cease until results of additional surveys are
reviewed. Alternatively, the District can assume that the materials
are hazardous. Any identified hazardous materials shall be disposed
of in accordance with applicable hazardous waste regulations.

During Construction

Contractor / LSCSD

NOISE

Mitigation Measure N-1

The project contractor shall be responsible for complying with the
following measures during construction activities to reduce
pot